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of ſeeing foreign parts; . to ſatisfy 
which inclination, after having obtained, 


from ſome perſons of worth, recommen- 


datory letters to Dr Areſkine, chief phyſi- 


cian and privy- counſellor to the Czar Peter 


the Firſt, I embarked at London, in the 


month of July 1714, on board the Proſpe- 


rity of Ramſgate, Captain Emerſon, for St 


1 eterſburgh. On my arrival therez I was 


received by Dr Areſkine in a very friend- 


of manner ; to whom I communicated my 
| intentions 


N my youth I had a ſtrong deſire 


— 


J a Th 


intentions of ſeeking an opportunity of vi- b 
ſiting ſome parts of Aſia, at leaſt thoſe EF 
parts which border on Ruſſia. Such an 

opportunity ſoon preſented itſelf, on occa- 1 

. ſion of an embaſſy, then preparing, from | 7 
his Czariſh Majeſty to the Sophy of Per- 1 
Artemy Petrovich Valenſky, a gentle- t 
man of a family of diſtinction, and a Cap- - 
| tain of the guards, was appointed ambaſſa- c 
dor by his Majeſty. Upon his nomination, - 
he applied to Dr Areſkine to recommend a « 
perſon who had ſome knowledge in phyſic - 
and ſurgery, to go in his ſuite in the em- 1 
baſſy. As I had employed ſome part of 5 1 


my time in thoſe ſtudies, the Doctor re- I 
commended me; which he did in ſo cor 
dial a manner, as produced to me, from the 
ambaſſador many marks of friendſhip and 
regard, which ſubſiſted not only during 
the journey, but alſo continued, from that 
time, to the end of his days. The Doctor, 
at the ſame time, recommended me to the 
college of foreign affairs at St Peterſburgh, 


- 5 by 


— 


rn * 1 1 „ wi 


by whom 15 was engaged in tia R of 


Peter the Firſt. | 
Having AD the iis wich the 


manner of my entering on the travels, 
which are the principal ſubje of the fol- 


lowing ſheets, I ſhall take the liberty to 
ſay, that I have, through the whole, given 


the obſervations, which then appeared to me 


worth remarking, without attempting to 


"wu 


embelliſh them, by taking any of the liber- 


ties of exaggeration, or invention, fre- 


quently. imputed to travellers, _ 
I took notes of the ſubje& of the Gals 
lowing treatiſe, by way of diary, from time 


to time, during the courſe of my travels, 
_ intending nothing further, at that time, 


than to keep them as helps to my memory, 


that I might, as occaſion offered, commu- 
nicate, in converſation with my friends, 
what I had obſerved worth remarking, and 


that I might be capable of giving informa- 


tion to others, who might be deſirous of it, 


on their being to make the ſame journies. 
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About four years ago, ſpending n 


days at the houſe of a Right Honourable” 
. and moſt honoured friend, the ſubject of 
my travels took up a great part of our con- 
verſation; during which, upon his inqui 
ting occaſionally, whether I had taken any 
| notes of the places, &c. through which I 
had paſſed in my ſeveral journeys? and; 
upon my anſwering in the affirmative, he 
N was pleaſed to take ſome pains to engage 
me to promiſe that I would collect my 
notes and obſervations, and form them into 


journals, as complete as the time elapſed 


would admit, and communicate e chem to 


1 


125 World. ETA BEE C1. 
It was not without rautlunte; that I 17 


zbour this work, which, had I thought it 
worth the public's acceptance and peruſal, 


1 would have done long ago. Such as it 
is, I now offer it to them; and flatter my 


ſelf, (with hopes at leaſt), that the plain- } 


neſs of ſtile in which it is written will be 
of no prejudice to it with candid readers, 
who | may find in it ſome things new, and 
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| of A they would chooſe to be inform- 


| 6d. „ nn 1 1 
In 3 to! is „„ of Mr De 


| Lage Journal, I have given it for two 


reaſons: Firſt, becauſe it continues the ne- 


gotiation begun by Mr De Iſmayloff, in the 
courſe of which Mr De Lange furniſhes 
the reader with a diſtinct detail of the man- 
ner of tranſacting affairs with the miniſters | 

of ſtate, of their chicaneries, &c. at the 
court of Pekin. Secondly, becauſe I do 
not apprehend i it hath ever appeared in the 
Engliſh language ; ; at leaſt, have made 
what inquiries I could, to find if it had 
been tranſlated, which have been. all fruit 
leſs. 

As I matt knew hs worthineſs and inte- 
grity of Mr De Lange, and I am fully per- 
ſuaded that his Journal was genuine, tho? 
perhaps obtained ſurreptitiouſly by the edi- 
tor, I have cloſed the tranſlation with the 
end of Mr De Lange' 8 Journal, on his arri- 
val at Selinginſky on the frontiers of Sibe- 
ria; having omitted an addition to it, 

| ,,, 8 


„ n N N N 


made by the editor, of the trade and mo- 
nies of China; concerning which, the edi- 
tor, when he enters upon it, acquaints the 
reader that he had not the means neceſſary 
for ſufficient information. For the reſt, 
the tranſlation is juſt, as may 1 ſeen by 
coiparing; it with the original, 


Auchtermony, 7 
Oc. 1. 1762. 5 
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fd the train of the Ambaſſador - 1 OT 
Artemii Petrovich Valenſky, Viz, 2 
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Secretary, 
ene Chriſtopher Venigerind, 
Captain Engineer, 8 | 
Jaques de Villette. 
Gentlemen of the Embaffy, 15 
Matphe Parfilich Kartzoff, 


Adrian Ivanovich Lopuchin, ; 
The Author of this Journal. 
nd . 
Hylarion, a Monk. cj oF! 
1 „ Interpreters, 

| ; FVoaſſile Kurdeffsky, 

4 ; = Alexie Tulkatzof, | 

* 5 | Demetry Petritz. 

Al 1 | Clerks or Writers, 


i 5 FVoaſſile Shadayoff, 


il Alexie Buchtaryoff. | 

"i With many others, viz. a band of wild! confiſting 

. of trumpets, kettle-drums, violins, hautboys, &c. car- 

l penters, ſmiths, taylors, valets, and footmen; amount- 

f M ing in all to above one hundred perſons 3 beſides a 

lh troop of twenty-five dragoons for our eſcort, from Iftra» 
chan to ONO. 
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From 8t Peterſhurgh ts dbl. 


Of ths fifteenth - of July 171 5, I ſet 


out from St Peterſburgh, in com- 


pany with Meſheurs Venigerkind, De Vil- 
lette, and Kurdeffsxy. That city, which 
has fince grown ſo conſiderable, was then 
in its infancy, having been founded, ten or 
eleven years before, by that truly great 

Vor. ( man 


* A JOURNEY 


man peter the firſt, to whom no under- 


taking ſeemed difficult. 


St Peterſburgh i is ſituated in ſixty degrees 5 


north latitude, partly on the continent of 


Ingria and Carelia, and partly on different 


iſlands formed by the river Neva, which 
diſcharges itſelf, by four channels, into the 
Gulf of Finland, a little below the city. It 
is defended by a ſtrong caſtle, built with 
| ſtone and brick, inacceſſible to ſhips of 


force, there being but eight feet water on 


the bar. As the Czar had determined to 


form a city all at once, and not to truſt to 


— 


time for the growth of a place which he 


had choſen for the ſeat of government, he 


aſſembled inhabitants from every province 


of his empire, and allured ſtrangers from 
moſt parts of Europe; ſo that the place 


was even well peopled, and had not the 


appearance of a city ſo lately founded. 
The adjacent country is generally cover- 
ed with woods, conſiſting of various kinds 
of pines, birch, alder, aſpine, and other 
trees natural to the northern climates, 


To 


ids 


ler 
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To the Lorithinenedls _ eſpecially ̃ 


ſhore towards Peterhoff, the country in, 


ſummer is very pleaſant, with country- 


| "_ OO and meadows Sagar. 


The river Neva falls « out 106 the 1 


Lake at Sluſſelburgh, a ſtrong caſtle, about 


ſixty verſt above St Peterſburgh,” It is a 
noble ſtream of clear, wholeſome water, 


with this peculiar quality, that it is ſeldom 


muddy. It contains a great variety of ex- 
cellent fiſh, which ſupply the market all 
the year, and is navigable to the Ladogs 
by flat-bottomed veſſels. 
The woods on each fide are ſtored with 
game; ſuch as hares, which are white ag 


| ſnow 1 in winter, and turn brown in ſum- 


mer ; wild-deer, bears, and wolves ; the 
laſt are ſo bold that I have know them, i in 


the night-time, carry off a dog from a 


man's foot, in croſſing the river on the ice. 
There are alſo elks about the Lake of La- 
doga, As for wild-fowl, few places can 
boaſt of greater ee. The chief are 
e 8 theſe; 


& theſe; the urhaan, called in French co li- 
mige; this bird is black, with beautiful red 
| ſtreaks about its head and eyes. The cock 
is about the ſize of a turkey; the hen is 
kg and of a brown colour. The heath- 
eock, in French cog de bruiere, of the fame 
colour and marks as the former, but not ſo 
large. The partridge, which the French 
eall gilinot. Theſe three kinds perch on 
trees; and in winter feed on fir- tops, and i 
on crane-berries, which they ſcrape from 
under the fnow. There is alſo found here 
the common Engliſh partridge ; it is how- 
ever but rare, The tarmachan, a bird 
well known in the northern parts of Eng- 
land, and in Scotland, are here in plenty. 
As ſoon as the ice goes off in the ſpring, 
vaſt flocks of water-fowl come hither from 
the Caſpian Sea, and other ſouthern re- 
gions, to hatch. Theſe conſiſt of ſwans, -; 
geeſe, a variety of wild ducks, teal, &ec. 
Snipes and wood-cocks breed here, many 
of which are catched by the Ruſſians, who 
are excellent fiſhers and ſportſmen. 
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From St. Peterſbeng we. 3 our 
ws along the weſtern bank of the Neva, 
till we came to the brick- works. The 
weather being very hot, we halted here A 
few hours, and in the evening purſued eur 
journey to a ſmall river which falls into 
the Neva, about thirty verſt above St Pe- 
terſburgh. At this place we let our horſes 


go to graſs, and lay in our waggons till the 


morning; but were much moleſied n the 
dane, and muſkitos. i 

Next morning we continued o our jour- 
ney, and paſſed a village called Iſhora, 


where the inhabitants ſpeak a language, 
and wear a dreſs different from the Ruſſian, 


though they profeſs the ſame Greek reli- 
gion. It is probable they are the deſcen- 
dants of a colony formerly brought hither 
from ſome of the provinces of Livonia. 
Next day we came to the Volchova, a 
great river iſſuing from a lake called Ilmen, 
not far diſtant from the city of Novogorad, . 
which diſcharges itſelf into the Ladoga. 


Here we left our horſes, and,, putting our 


waggons 


viſions. 


e 
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waggons and carriages on board 8 
went up the river, uſing oars or ſails, by 


turns, as neceſſity obliged us. The ban 
of the Volchova are covered with many 


villages, and fruitful corn- fields, i intermix- 
ed with natural woods. We found as we 
went along Fora ah fiſh . ay ous 
The roth, we areiend at een . 
Velikoi, or the Great Novogorod, fo called 


to diſtinguiſh it from many leſſer towns of 


the ſame name. This city ſtands about 
two hundred verſt ſouth-eaſt from Peterſ- 
burgh. The Volchova runs through the 
middle of it, over which there is a wooden 


bridge defended by a fortreſs. There are 


many well built churches in the town, and 
a great number of monaſteries in the neigh- 


- bourhood, pleaſantly ſituated, which form 
a very agreeable proſpect. It was former- 


ly a place of great note, but is now much 
decayed. Here is an archbiſhop who en- 
joys a very conſiderable revenue. 


July 


ny 

* 

2 B 
* 


. 1 3 put our carriages on 


| lated another barque, we. failed up the 
river to the Lake Ilmen ; and, leaving it 
on our right hand, entered a ſmall river 
called Mſta, and at night came to Brunitz, 


a large village, thirty verſt from Novogo- 
rod. Here we diſcharged our boats ; and, 

having procured. horſes, we proceeded next 
morning thirty verſt to the village of 


Zaytzoff, from thence to Kraſnyſtanky, 
and then to Kreſtitſky, where we changed 


horſes, with which we travelled to Yaſhil- 


bitza. Here begin the Valday-hills, which 
run to a great diſtance from eaſt to welt, 


but are only about twenty or thirty verſt 
broad. They are moſtly covered with 
wood. We came next to the town of Val- 


day ; this place is pleaſantly ſituated at the 
foot of the hills, adjoining to a large lake 


of the ſame name, in the middle of which 
is an iſland, whereon ſtands a monaſtery. 
The country in the neighbourhood is billy, 


but not mountainous, exhibiting a beautiful 


variety of 9 and Ang grounds. 
The 
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The n next ſtage is Zimogory, FR" after 


that Viſhnoy-volotzoke. Here is a canal 


of conſiderable extent, cut by Peter the 


Firſt, which opens a communication by 
water from St Peterſburgh to all the places 


on the Volga, and many other parts of 
Ruſſia, and proves a great encouragement 


to trade, and very advantageous to the 


merchant, in ſuch extenſive tracts of land. 

Next day we came to Torſhoak, a : ſmall 
town. : | 
Ins and trading town, defended by a 
caſtle ; it is the capital of a province, and 


a biſhop's ſeat. It derives its name from 


a rivulet in the neighbourhood, called 


Tweertza, and ſtands on the banks of the 


famous river Volga. 
The Volga, known "INN by the 
name of Rha, has its ſource not far to the 


from the ſource of the Volga, two other 
noble rivers take their riſe ; the Dnieper, 
or Boryſthenes, which run into the Black 

. 


* * 
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The 29th, we aries at Tweer, a popu- 4 


weſtward of Tweer. At a ſmall diſtance 


2a at Otiakof and the Duina, which falls 
nto the Baltic at Riga. ” i} 

The Volga, after viſiting in its cone] to. 
the ſouth-eaſt many fruitful countries, diſ- 


charges itſelf into the Caſpian Sea, about 


ſixty verſt below Aſtrachan; and, in all 
this long courſe, there is not a ſingle cata- 
ract to interrupt the navigation. As to 
fiſh, no river in the world can afford great- 
er variety, better of cheir kind, nor in 
larger quantities. 

Here we taſted the fterlett, a fiſh much 


* and generally eſteemed ; it is of the ſtur- 


geon kind, but ſeldom grows above thirty 
inches long. It is found in other rivers of 
Ruſſia; but the Volga produces the beſt 
and in greateſt plenty. The caviare, or 


| ſpawn, i 18 very good to eat raw, after being | 
| cleaned and dreſſed. 
| fiſherman who had ſeen their fry, 


I never could find a 


The ſame day, having changed horſes, 
we proceeded on our journey to Gorodna, 


| 2 large village, on the weſt bank of the 
| Volga, From this place is ſeen a charm- 
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ing landſkip, containing a full view w of the 
windings of that river. 

From hence, after paſſing many allot. 
we came to Kleen, a pretty large town, 
and the laſt ſtage to Moſco. The country 


| between Kleen and Moſco is pleaſant, ha- 
ving many tufts of wood, of unequal big- 


neſs, ſcattered among the corn-fields, that 
contribute to beautify the country, which 
had no great appearance of fertility, © 

About ſeven verſt from Moſco we ' paſ- 


' ſed through a large village, called Fſe- 


ſwatzky, inhabited by Chriſtians of the 


Eaſtern church, named Georgians; their 


ancient country was Gurgiſtan, now one 
of the northerly provinces of Perſia; they 
were driven ftom their native country by 
the perſecution. of the Perſians ; and, fly- 
ing into Ruſha, they there found an hoſpi- 


table reception, many of them being em- 


ployed in the ſervice of the Emperor, 
From this place there is a view of the 
city of Moſcow, and, at this diſtance, few 
cities in the world make a finer appear- 
ance; 


zes, 
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ance; for it ſtands on a riſing ground, and 
contains many ſtately churches and mo- 
naſteries, whoſe ſteeples and cupolas are 
generally covered either with copper gilt, 
or tin plates, which en . and * 
ver in the ſun. 

Auguſt 2d we arrived at the eity of Mof⸗ 
co. I have omitted the names and diſtances 


of many inconſiderable places through 


which we paſſed; let ir ſuffice, that the di- 


ſtance between St Peterſburgh and Moſco is 


about ſeven hundred and thirty verſt; and, 
although the hot weather detained us long 
on the road, in winter the journey is eaſily 
performed with {ledges in three days. 

On the 10th of Auguſt, my friends, 
Meſſieurs Lange and Girvan, arrived here 


in their way to China, on a meſſage from 


the Czar to the Emperor of China: The 
firſt was a Swede, and the other a phyſici- 

an, from the county of Air in Scotland. 
We ſtayed in Moſco about three weeks, 
having many things to prepare for ſo long 
a Ju This city, ſtanding on an emi- 
nence, 
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nence, as was already obſerved, commands 
an extenſive proſpect of a fine plain coun- 
try, adorned with woods and clumps of 
trees, monaſteries, and gentlemen' s ſeats: 


The river Moſco runs almoſt through it, 
which, emptying itſelf into the Volga, 


_ preſerves a communication with all the 


ſouthern parts of Ruſſia, and even with 


Perſia. From theſe advantages in ſituation, 


this place is very convenient for trade, 


which flouriſhes here to a conſiderable * 


{ 


gree. 
The city is fortified with a Ades brick 
wall, called Beligorod, having embraſures 


and a diich. Within this is another wall, 
called Kitaygorod : This laſt incloſes what 


is called the Crimlin, in which is the old 
imperial palace, compounded of a number 


of buildings, added to one another at dif- 
ferent times. Some of the apartments are 
very ſpacious, particularly that called Gra- 


navitapallata, where audience was given to 
foreign ambailadors: Adjoining to the pa- 


lace are many edifices, where were held 


the 


hands 


OUun- 


5s of 


eats: 
h it, 
olga, 
| the 
with 
tion, 
rade, 
> de- 


rick- 
ſures 
wall, 
what 
> old 
mber 
dif- 


's are 


Gra- 


en to 


e pa- 
held 
the 


TO 1ISPAHAN. 


Th 


the courts of juſtice; Here allo fands a 
lofty tower, wherein is hung the largeſt 


* 


bell in the world, called Ivan Veleke, weigh- 


ing about ten thouſand poods ; | phich, 
reckoning each pood at near thirty-ſix 
pounds Engliſh, will amount to about an 
hundred and ſixty ton weight. Beſides 
theſe, there is a cathedral church, and an 
arſenal, well turniſhed with braſs cannon, 
mortars, and other warlike ſtores. ' Be- 
yond the brick-walls, already mentioned, 
there is an earthen one, of great circum- 
ference, round the whole; and, without 
this, the ſuburbs alſo are very extenſive. 

The great plenty of proviſions in this 
place ſurpriſed me not a little; I found here 
fruits of different kinds, which I did not 
expect, particularly excellent melons, and 
arboozes, or water- melons. | 

Auguſt the 21ſt, we ſhipped our baggage 
on board ſix ſmall barques, adapted by their 
conſtruction, either for ſails or oars, as 
ſhould be moſt convenient, and fell down 


the river. The ambaſſador only remained 


— 


at Moſco, waiting for ſome diſpatches from 
court. In the evening we paſſed Kolu- 
minſka, a village pleaſantly ſituated on the 
ſouth ſide of the Moſeo river, near which 
is a large country-houſe, with gardens and 
orchards, belonging to the court. 
October zd, we came to Kolumna, a 
fortified town. Next day, the wind being 
fayourable, we hoiſted fail, and, after going 
about three verſt, entered the river Oka, 
into which the Moſco falls and loſes its 
name. The Oka riſes in the Ukrain, and 
runs to the ſouth-eaſt ; it contains a great 
quantity of water, and is navigable OE 
far up the country. 

The 9th, we arrived at Pereſlave-reſanſky, 
a large town to the left, ſituated about a 
verſt from the river Oka; it is the ſeat of 
an archbiſhop, and the country around 1s 
very fruitful in corn. 
The 16th, we came to Kaſſimova, for- 
merly the reſidence of a Tartar Prince ; 
but the family is now converted to Chriſ- 
Ys and retains only the old name of 

Kaſſi - 


pr 
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Kaſſimofiky Czarevitz. The plas in 8 
preſent inconſiderable. There are ſtill here 
a few Mahometan Tartars, who are allow- 


ed the free exerciſe of their religion, and : 


have a ſmall oratory, I accompanied our 
interpreter to viſit one of them, an old ac- 
quaintance of his: He was a very decent 
man; we ſaw a horſe newly killed, which 


they intended to eat; they prefer this kind 
of food to beef, and invited us to ſhare 


their repaſt, which we declined, _— 
we had not tim. | 
The 179th we left Kaſſimora, 1 the 
21ſt arrived at Murum, a pretty large 
town, and a biſhop's ſee. The country 
produces plenty of corn. About this place, 


there are a few idolatrous Tartars, who live 


in little dirty cottages, thinly ſcattered 2 


they are a very ſimple, and harmleſs peo- 
ple; how or when they ſettled here is not 


known. a 
The 22d we paſſed a large village, called 
Paulovo-perevoz, the property of Prince 
Tzerhaſkoy. Its fituation is on the ſouth 
ide 
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l Kd ſide of the river: Hee the banks a are _ 15 
| | higher than above this place. 5 0 
1 We came the 23d to Niſhna-novogor d, * 
> a great town, defended by a caſtle, ſtanding | 
4 on the high banks of the Oka, oppoſite to * 
[ where it loſes itſelf in the Volga, 3 15 
i now forms a mighty ſtream. _ | q 
| ; The following day we dined at the go- 5 
q vernor's, where I ſaw General Creutz, } 
| and ſeveral other Swediſh officers, who | 5 
j . been taken priſoners at Poltava, and 3 
| lived here at large. 5 tre 
0 © The 25th we failed from Niſhna, and T 
ö | ſoon entered the Volga. The wind being hs 
; 5 northerly, we run along at a great rate; | 85 
| but, in the night, the river was ſuddenly 4 
filled with floating ice, which drove us on 3 
” A ſand bank, where we lay a-ground that th 
| night and all the next day; however, after 5 
| 5 much labour and fatigue, we got clear, al- = 
. though the floating ice ſtill continued. At = 
i Aaſt the wind changed to the ſouth, and the ce 
| weather turned milder, which enabled us pi 
| to purſue our voyage. . 
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We next paſled Vaſily-gorod;; n 939 
Koſmo-deminnſko,. {gh OW pony. on 
the right. 


November 3d we came to e Zaback-zar, 


a pretty large town, on the ſame hand. 

In this country are caught the beſt ay 
largeſt faulcons in the world, much eſteem- 
ed for their ſtrength and beauty, particu- 
larly by the Turks and Perſians, who pur- 


chaſe them very dear. The Ruſſians take 


few young hawks from the neſt, preferring _ 


the old ones, which they man very dex- 
troully to fly at ſwan, gooſe, cran, or heron, 
The Tartars fly them at antelopes and 


hares. I have ſeen them take a wild duck 
out of the water, when nothing of her 
could be perceived but the bill, which ſhe 


was obliged to put up for air. Some of 
them are as white as a dove. The manner 
| of catching them is very ſimple: They e- 
rect a tall pole upon a hill, free from wood, 


on a bank of the river, near which is pla- 
ced a day-net, under the net ſome ſmall _ 
birds are faſtened by a cord, which the 
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hawk-catcher pulls to make den 1 ; 
| on the appearance of the hawk, who ob- 


| arrived before the town of Cazan, all 
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ſerving his prey, firſt perches on the pole, 
and, when he ſtoops to ſeize the birds, the 
perſon, who is concealed by the buſhes, 
draws the net and covers him. 

The 4th, we paſſed Kay-gorod, and * 
5th, Swiiaſſky, the firſt on the left, and the 
other on the right hand. This evening we 


hauled our boats into the mouth of a ſmall 
river, from which the town has its name, 
called Cazanka. We intended to continue 
our voyage directly to Aſtrachan; but, be- 
fore we had made the neceſſary preparations 
at Cazan, the winter ſet in, and, on the 6th 


of September, the Volga was filled with WM or 
floating ice; this determined us to winter 0 
at that place; we therefore unloaded the 115 
boats, and came to the city, where we were ar 
hoſpitably received by the governour. 0 
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Occurrences during our tay at Cazan 3 
our journey thence to Aſtrachan. 


AZ AN is about ſeven bade abs 

| thirty-five verſt from Moſco by land, 

but much more by water: It is ſituated a- 
bout ſive verſt to the north of the Volga, 


on a high bank of the rivulet Cazanka, 


which is navigable from this place to the 
river, The town is ſtrong by. ſituation, 
and defended by a caſtle, fortified with 
walls of brick: Within the citadel are the 
cathedral church, the palaces of the arch- 


| biſhop and governor, and the apartments : 
| for the courts of Jane The town 1s 


fenced 
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- fenced with a ditch and paliſades. The | 
ſuburbs are inhabited chiefly by mechanics, 


except a ſtreet or two poſſeſſed by Maho- 
metan Tartars, the poſterity of the ancient 
natives; they live very decently, have the 
free exerciſe of their religion, and many o- 
ther privileges; ſome of them are very 


rich by the trade they carry on ro "TOR 


Perſia, and other black? (nai aus 


Cazan was anciently the capita? of a part 


df Tartary, and the ſeat of government, 


where the royal family reſided. It was ta- 


ken from the Tartars by Czar Ivan Vaſilo- 
viz, in the year fifteen hundred and fifty- 
two, in conſequence whereof, an extenſive 
country to the ſouthward eaſily fell into his 
hands. The conquered Princes were convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity, and had lands aſſigned 
them in their own country, where the fa- 
mily ſtill ſubſiſts. | 


The country adjacent In very pleaſant 


and fertile, producing wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, and ſeveral kinds of pulſe. The 
woods to the ſouth and weſt conſiſt of ſtate- 


ly 


its fleſh, is called the white fiſh, 


5 ? 3 8 
| * : . mW a | 
*. — 8 y 8 0 * r & ; 3 | ” 


the world; wi roms pay! St Peterſburgh 


is abundantly. furniſhed with timber' for 
all the purpoſes of-ſhip-building, by an ea- 
ſy conveyance all the way by water. The 
woods to the north and eaſt, which are of 
prodigious extent, conſiſt of | trees of all 
ſorts. 5 e 

In the ſpring, when this ſnow 1 Ov 
Volga overflows all the low grounds, ſome- 
times to a great diſtance; the conſequence 
is the ſame with that produced in Egypt, 


| by the inundations of the Nile ; for the 


mud, carried down by the ſtream, fertilizes 
the country to a great degree; ſo that on 
the iſlands in the Volga, ſome whereof are 
very large, and overgrown with tall trees, 


I have found plenty of excellent aſparagus. | 


Beſides the ſterlett there are plenty of 
ſturgeon, and a fiſh about the ſize and near 
the ſhape of the largeſt ſalmon, which is 
very delicious, and, for the whiteneſs of 


The 


The woods afford aburidance of game; 
and, in the ſpring, great numbers of water- 


fowl come hither to hatch from the Caſpian 


Sea. At Cazan we found good beef, mut- 


ton, and tame poultry, and proviſions of 
all kinds very reaſonable. 

There is here a conſiderable manufaQtory 
1 Ruſſia leather, the hides here being 


reckoned the beſt in the empire: Great 
quantities of this leather are exported to Leg- 


horn, and other parts of Europe, and may 
be conſidered among the ſtaple commodities 
of this country: The ſtrong ſmell of this 
leather is acquired in the dreſſing, for in- 
ſtead of oil, common in other places, they 


uſe a kind of tar, extracted by fire from the | 


bark of the birch- tree; which ingredient 
the Ruſſes call deuggit, and which tree is 
here in greater abundance than in other 
parts of the world; and then they dye 
them with logwood. 

Beſides the idolatrous Tartars, Same 
mentioned, there are two pretty numerous 
tribes called the Tzerimiſh and Tzoowaſh, 


they 


they ſpeak a language quite different from 


ne; 
ter- the Mahometan Tartars in theſe parts, Who 
1an Mule a corupted diale& of the Arabic, The 


Mahometans likewiſe have ſome learning; 


s of put the Tzerimiſh and Tzoowaſh have 


none. They have a tradition among them, 
ory that, in former times, they had a book on 
ing religion; but, as no body could read it; a 
reat ¶ cow came and ſwallowed. it. They pay 
eg- great veneration to a bull. From whence 
nay they came is unknown but, from their 
ties N complection, it is probable they are from 
this I Aſia. They, live by agriculture, and ſeem 
in- to be an inoffenſive kind of people. Their 
hey WM huntſmen offer in ſacrifice, to ſome deity, 
the ¶ the firſt creature they catch. Hence ſome 
ient Wi curious men have imagined theſe people 
e is ¶ part of the ten tribes of the Jews, expelled 
ther by Shalmanezer, I advance this only as 
dye a conjecture, which every reader may fol- 
low, or not, as he pleaſes. ; 
rly BY By accident I met with an Engliſhman 
ous at this place. He was by trade a carpen- 
aſh, | \ | ter, 


* 
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ter, and . been in the Ruſſian 1 7 


but, being ſuſpected of deſerting, he was 
condemned to baniſhment, to this coun- 
try, for a certain time; and, notwith- 
ſtanding that was elapſed, the poor man, 
deprived of all means of aſſerting his li- 
berty, remained ſtill in the ſame ſituation. | 


He bought a Tzerimiſh wife, from her fa- 
ther, for ſix rubles, about thirty ſhillings 
Sterling. He brought her to viſit me · She 
was a woman of a cheerful and open coun- 
tenance, and dreſſed in the manner of her 


country; of which, for its ee [ 


ſhall give a ſhort deſcription. _ 


Her hair was plaited round her head, in 
- many locks, but that on the back part long- 
er than the reſt, at the end of which was 


tied a taſſel of red ſilk, and in the middle 
a ſmall round braſs bell. About her head 
was a fillet ſet with ſmall ſhells, inſtead of 
Jewels, and hung all round with ſilver 
pence. Above this was a piece of linen 


ſo artfully plaited and done up, that it 


looked 


ce; 


Was 
un- 
ith- 
an, 
li- 
ion. 


fa- 


Ngs 
She 
un- 
her 


„1 


„in 


ng- 


Was 


ddle 


lead 
d of 
ilver 
inen 


at it! 


oked il 


WT 


looked like a grenadier's cap; at the top was 


| a ſilk taſſel, with another braſs bell, which 
| gingled as ſhe turned her head. The reſt 


of her dreſs was clean, though homely ; 


and the whole ſeemed becoming enough. 0 


I think the cold is here more intenſe 
than at St Peterſburgh, though it is five or 
ſix degrees farther ſouth. In going about 
three miles from town, in a clear day, I 


had my face, fingers, and toes frozen, not- 


withſtanding I was not half an hour on- the 
road. I applied the common cure, that is, 
rubbing the numbed parts with ſnow, 


which I found perfectly effectull. 


December 24th, our ambaſſador arrived 
from Moſco. At the ſame time came an 


| expreſs from court, with the important 


news of the crown Princeſs (as ſne was 
commonly called) being ſafely delivered of 
a ſon, chriſtened by the name of Peter. 
She died ſoon after her delivery, univerſally 


lamented for her many rare and excellent 
W virtues. She was of the Wolffenbuttle fami- 


ly, and wife to Alexy Petrovitz, the Cza» 
f 878; “ 
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revitz. Beſides this young Prince, ſhe left 


a Princeſs called Natalia. 


At Cazan we found two Swediſh: gene- 


rals, Hamilton and Roſen, and many other 
officers of diſtinction, taken priſoners at 
Poltava, who were no farther confined than 
by having a ſoldier of the garriſon to at- 
tend them at their lodgings”; and, by the 
generoſity of the governour, lived as eaſily 


as circumſtances would allow. Theſe gen- 
. tlemen were invited to all the public di- 


verſions ; and, by their polite and agree- 
able behaviour, contributed not a little to 
our paſling the winter with a good deal of 
pleaſure, in ſuch a remote "Barks of the 
world. 

Upon the banks of the Cate gane 


a monaſtery, very pleaſantly ſituated, I 


accompanied our interpreter to viſit the 


| abbot, who received us in a very friendly 


manner. He would not, however, give 


the interpreter his bleſſing, nor admit him 


into the church, during divine ſervice, un- 


leſs he pulled off his wig. He, profeſſing 
the 


— 
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left the communion of the Greek chürch, ex- 
poſtulated a little with the prieſt, telling 
ner him that their learned biſhops at Moſco 


made no ſuch. ſcruples. The abbot re- 
at plied, that it was contrary to the rules of 
diſcipline to allow any man to enter the 
at- church with his head covered. 

the BI The time was now come when we ex- 
ſily pected to leave Cazan. Our boats were 
en- ready in the beginning of May, but the 
di- Volga was ſtill ſo high and rapid, that it 
was reckoned dangerous to proceed till the 
flood ſubſided ; for the force of the ſtream 
frequently carries veſſels from their courſe 
into the woods, where the water nen 
leaves them on ee the land. 


At * on ral 4th of June 1716, we 
left Cazan in eight barks, and rowed down 
the river with great velocity. In the night, 
one of our boats was driven, by the rapi- 
dity of the current, among the woods, and 
ſtuck faſt between two trees, up which the 
ns climbed, OY apprehenſive of dan- 

28 


great Tartar general called Timyrak- ſack, 
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ger. The conſequence, 8 was not 
ſo fatal as the circumſtances. were alar- 


ming; for the veſſel was got off next day 

with inconſiderable damage. Sau 
The 7th, we paſſed a ſmall town called 

Tetooſk, and the gth Sinhirſky, pretty 


large, and the capital of a province of that 


name, both to the right. -Sinbirſky is de- 
fended by a caſtle. Near this place are e- 


vident marks of camps and entrenchments, 


which I was told were the works of the 


or Lame Timyr, or Tamerlane, who came 
to this place with a great army ; but, being 
informed of an inſurrection in his own 


country, ee now Bucharia, re- 


turned home. 
The 1oth, we put off from Sinbirſky 
with the wind contrary, which greatly re- 


tarded our progreſs. We paſſed two hills, 


one of them exhibiting a very beautiful 


proſpect, the other containing mines of ſul- 
Phur, as clear as amber. We paſled alſo a 


mound of ſand, of conſiderable bigneſs, in 
the 
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the middle of a plain, where they ſay was 
buried a en TFertzr Frange called Ma- 
M . 

The 20th, we e at W town we 
Samara, ſituated to the left, in a fine plain. 
he place is but ſmall, and fortified only 
with a ditch and paliſades, with wooden 
rowers at proper diſtances, mounted with 
Cannon, ſufficient to defend it againſt the 
incurſions of the Tartars, called Kara Kal- 
packs, or Black Caps, who inhabit the de- 
ſert to the eaſtward of this place. 

This tribe of Tartars is not very conſi- 
derable, and, when their chiefs are united, 
which ſeldom happens, can ſcarce raiſe a- 
bove ten or twelve thouſand men, who are 
Wall mounted on horſeback ; becauſe, in their 
long marches, to rob and plunder their 
neighbours, nothing but horſe could be of 
any uſe. They live always in tents, with 
their flocks, removing from place to place, 
as led by inclination or neceſſity. Their 
weapons are bows and arrows, and ſabres; 
ſome of them uſe fire-arms, While we 
were 
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were at Samara, the inhabitants were alarm. 
ed with the approach of two or three thou- 


| ſand of theſe people, who encamped abou \ 
three miles diſtant. From one of the tow. r? 
ers I could plainly fee their camp, and ES 
them riding about it. As they had not ar- pail 
tillery, the garriſon was in no danger, tho n 
ſo weak, however, that it durſt not at this ay 
time attack them. The people were obli- © 
ged to keep a conſtant watch to defend 8 
their cattle. This place is reckoned about Nc 
three hundred and fifty verſt diſtant Trans Ang 
Cazan. 1 
The 21ſt, having 8 freſh hd 75 

for the navigation of our barks, we depart- 
ed from Samara; and, the weather being oh 
calm, rowed down the river, which is here 8 
very broad. The weſtern bank is very high, 55 
but the eaſtern quite flat, The fields on. 
both ſides are very fru itful, but eſpecially the 
to the weſt, where the graſs grows very wa 
high, intermixed with ſage, thyme, and o- 2 
ther herbs there are alſo ſome woods of 2 
ar 


oaks, A few hundred acres of ſuch land 
would 


\ 
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rould be of great value in England, tho 
t is here waſte and uncultivated. . 
We came the 25th to eee 
dr Serpent-hills, ſo called from the wind- 
ngs of the river at this place; and, after 
Paſſing ſeveral towns, and many villages, all 
dn the right, we landed at Saratof, a large 
own on the ſame fide, abbdut eight hun- 
Wired and fifty verſt from Cazan. It is but 
ightly fortified with a ditch , wooden-walls, 
and towers mounted with cannon, and de- 
fended by a garriſon of regular troops and 
Coſſacks. 

We dined next day mk the or 
ho entertained us with great variety of 
proviſions, particularly fiſh, and Yay fine 
utton. 

After dinner, 2 a party 7 us rolled the 
river, to viſit a great horſe-marker, held by 
the Kalmuck Tartars. We ſaw about five 
or ſix hundred of theſe people aſſembled 
in a field, with a number of horſes all run- 
ning looſe, except thoſe on which the Tar- 
tars were mounted. The buyers came 
from 
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from different parts of Ruſſia- The Tar 
tars had their tents pitched along the rive 


; 
ſide. Theſe tents are of a conical figure 4 | 
There are ſeveral long poles erected, inch u. 
ning to one another, which are fixed eh 
the top into ſomething like a hoop, tha hiei 
forms the circumference of an aperture fo 1 
letting out the ſmoke, . or admitting th ſa 
light. Acroſs the poles are laid ſome ſmal re- 
rods, from four to ſix feet long, and face 

tened to them with thongs : This frame i ou 
covered with pieces of felt, made of coarſe Han 
wool and hair. Theſe tents afford bettet Her. 

| ſhelter than any other kind, and are ſo con- Mac! 
trived, as to be ſet up, taken down, folded 1 
and packed up, with great eaſe and quick ro: 
neſs, and ſo light, that a camel may carry re 
five or ſix of them. Where the Chan, or er 
any perſon of character, reſides, they are Hart 
placed in ſtraight lines. Theſe Tartars are Mins 
ſtrong made ſtout men, their faces broad, he 
noſes flattich, and eyes ſmall and black, but Wu! 
very quick. Their dreſs is very ſimple, F'®! 
ere 


conſiſting of a looſe coat of ſheep ſkins tied 
with 
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vith a girdle, a ſmall round cap, turned 
p with furr, having a taſſel of red ſilk at 
e top, leather or linen drawers, and boots. 
heir heads are all ſhaved, except a lock 
ehind, which is plaited, and . down 
heir backs, 

They are armed with bows and arrows, 
ſabre and lance, which they manage with 
reat dexterity, acquired by conſtant prac- 


| fac from their infancy». They are men of 
me ii ourage and reſolution ; but much afraid of 


annon, which puts their horſes in diſor- 
er. As they are almoſt always on horſe- 

ack, they are excellent riders. 8 
The dreſs of the women differs little 
rom that of the men; only their gowns 
re ſomewhat longer than the coats of the 
en, a little ornamented, and bordered with 


arty- coloured cloth, They wear ear- 
s are ings, and their hair all plaited in locks. 
road, he better ſort dreſs in ſilks in ſummer, It 
, but Wouſt be obſerved, for the honour of their 
nple, Nomen, that they are very honeſt and ſin- 
5 tied ere, and few of them lewd. _ Adultery i is 


Vol. I. E ; '23 


_ gg 
— 


2 — 
— NE TEIIY 


* 
| 
- 
| 
* 
j 
7 
in 
4 
1 
ſ 
i 
ki; 
|} 
ft 
1 
y 
1 


——— — 
el — 


— — 


————— ̃ ——— 


— 


. 


— 


— 


—— 


3% A JOURNEY youu 


a crime ſcarce ever heard of. The Tartan 


5 praiegs 


rally headſtrong. They are ſold at this fai 


but the mutton very fine. 


make very good and faithful ſervants; ani 
the more mildly they axe uſed the better 
they perform their duty; for their wan | 
dering unconfined manner of life naturally 
inſpires them with ſentiments of liberty, 

and averſion and Cana to tyranpy and OP 


All their wealth is their ook Like tho 
who lived in the early ages of the world 
they have camels, horſes, cows, and ſheep 
The Ra are of a good ſize for the ſaddle, 
and very hardy; as they run wild till they 
are ſometimes fix years old, they are gene 


at five to fifteen or ſixteen crowns, and the 
ſtrong well ſhaped natural pacers much 
higher. They have few camels, but manyſ 
dromedaries, who have two protuberance 
on their backs. Their cows are of a middl: 
ſize ; the ſheep large, having broad tail 
like thoſe in Turkey; the wool is coarſef 


\ : 8 In 
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In the preceding century, a Kalmuck 
prince, named Torgott-Chothike, came from 
8 Alack-Ulla, rer ſignifies the ſpotted 
| mountains), a 
beria on the north! and India on the ſouth, 
to the borders of Ruſſia; and brought a- 
long with him about fifty thouſand fami- 
lies, or tents, as they ſometimes reckon. 
In his march weſtward to the Volga, he 
defeated Eyball- utzick a Tartar prince, who 
lived in tents beyond the river Enbo. Ad- 
vancing forward, he met three other Tartar 
hiefs, named Kitta-haptzay, Malebaſh; and 
Etzan, whom he alſo defeated z and at laſt 
ſettled to the eaſt of the Volga, under the 
protection of the Ruſſians. Chorluke had 
nx ſons, Dangtzinq, the eldeſt, ſuceceded 
him in the government or chanſhip. 

The preſent Chan, named Aijuka, is the 
ourth from Chorluke, and is much eſteem- 
ed in the eaſt for his fagacity and juſtice, 
am informed that the reaſon why Chor- 
luke left his own country, was a diſpute 
pou ww: ſucceſſion to the chanſhip. He 
| being 
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all labour, as the greateſt ſlavery; their 
only employment is tending their flocks, 


Their language contains none of thoſe hor- 
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being engaged on the ** iS and 
having unſuccefsfully tried his fortune in 
the field, at laſt took the reſolution of a- 
bandoning his own country altogether, 
Theſe people are generally called the Black 
Kalmucks, n 1 are not black, 95 
1 ſwarthy. e 

They have no :money, except what bbs 
get from the Ruſſians, and their other 
neighbours, in exchange for cattle. With 
this they buy meal ſometimes, but moſtly 
cloth, ſilk ſtuffs, and other apparel, for their 
women. They have no mechanics, ex- 
cept thoſe who make arms. They avoid | 


managing horſes, and hunting. If they are ra 
angry with a perſon, they wiſh he may 


live in one place, and work like a Ruſſian. 


rid oaths common enough in tongues of 
more enlightened nations. They believe 
virtue leads to happineſs, and vice to miſe- 
171 4 Tory when dabieed: 5 to do what they 

think 


loy 
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think: wrong, they reply, in a proverb, 
* Though a knife be . it cannot cut 
its own handle. A. 
On long des; all ah 8 
conſiſt of cheeſe, or rather dried curd, 
made up into little balls, which they drink 
when pounded and mixed with water, If 
this kind of food fails, they have always 
many ſpare horſes, which they kill and eat. 
They broil or roaſt the fleſh before the 
fire, on pieces of broken arrows, and never 
Neat it raw, as is commonly believed, unleſs 
compelled by neceſſity. They have, in- 
deed, large thick pieces of horſe fleſh, 
ſmoked or dried in the ſun, which they 
eat; but this cannot properly be called 
raw. I have taſted ſome of 1 Re and Bought 
it not amils. | | | 
As to their religion, I can n fay little : 
They are downright heathens ; and have 
many lamas or prieſts, who can read and 
Write, and are diſtinguiſhed by their yel- 
low | habits. Their high prieſt is called 
Delay Lama, and lives far to the eaſtward. I 
| July 
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July 3K, we put off from Saratof, ani 
the 2d, 7th, and gth, paſſed the towns of 
Kamoſhinka, Czaritza, and 'Tzorno-yarr, 
all ſituated on the weſt bank, and fortified 
in the ſame manner as Saratof. At the firſ 
of theſe places, Capt. in Perry, an Engliſh-| 
man, with many workmen, was employed 
in cutting a canal between the Volga and 
the Don, which would have opened a paſ- 
ſage to the Euxine ſea; but the ground 
being very hard, and riſing in ſome places 
conſiderably above the level, the enterpriſe 
was laid aſide, chough the ae was not 
above fiſty verſt. 
From Tzorno-yarr to Aftrachin, it is not i 
fafe for Ruſſians to travel on the weſtern 
banks of the Volga, on account of the Cu- 
ban Tartars, who are their enemies. To 
the eaſt, however, there is no danger, as 
the Kalmucks are friends. On the iſlands 
in the Volga I obſerved great a of 
liquoriſh growing wild. | 
The 13th, we arrived fafe at Aſtrachan, 
and were lodged in the citadel. This place 
| was 
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| was a from the Tartars in the year 


1554, by the warlike Czar Ivan Vaſilio- | 


vitz ; whereby all his conqueſts on the 


Volga were ſecured, and the way prepared 


for farther extending the Ruſſian dominion 
to the ſouth and eaſt, which hath been 


. n e ſince hin time. 


CHAP. 
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Occurrences during our Stay at A- 
= frrachan. Our Tourney. thence 
7 Shamachy. „„ 


. 


STRACHAN is ſituated about | 
A. fixty verſt from the Caſpian Sea, on | 
an iſland in the Volga, having the main 
branch of that river to the weſtward: It is 
fortified by a ſtrong brick-wall, with em- 
braſures, and ſquare towers at proper diſ- 
tances. In the citadel are the cathedral 
church, governour's palace, and the public 
offices. There is a creek or haven for ſhips || 
that navigate the river and the Caſpian Sea. 
The houſes are generally built with wood, 
| Con- 


war 


* 
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onveyed in rafts along the river; for the 
neighbouring country produces nothing, 
7 being all a barren deſert. © To the weſt- 
ard there is no water to be found for 
any miles. The iſlands, however, adja- 
ent to the town, are very fruitful, and 
Produce excellent grapes, tranſplanted hi- 
Kher from Perſia and other parts; alſo wa- 
ter-melons, eſteemed the beſt in the world ; 
End various kinds of muſk-melons, peach- 
s, cherries, pears, apples, and apricots. 
| Here are ſeveral large vineyards, belong= 
ing partly to the court, and partly to pri- 
ate perſons. There is a Frenchman who 
ſuperintends them. The wines are very 
good when drunk on the ſpot, but cannot 
bear carriage, for the leaſt motion renders 
hem inſipid. Were it not for this circum- 
Nance, Ruſſia would be able, not only to 
Wupply itſelf abundantly with wine, but e- 
ven other parts of Europe. This perni- 
Eious. quality is attributed to the nitrous 
Particles of the ſoil where the vines grow. 
| have myſelf ſeen, in the furrows made 
2 S "- 
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A 


for watering them, a whitiſh cruſt of alt;| 


But the grapes, notwithſtanding, are very « 
ſweet, without the leaſt tincture of tart- Har 
nels, ES. #189) 5 
About a mile below the town are collec. by 
ted great quantities of common falt, Thi... 
people dig pits, into which they introduce 
the water; which, being exhaled by then 
heat of the ſun, the ſalt is left upon th 7 
bottom, After gathering, they tranſport ui „ 
along the river, in large barks of about five Y 
or {ix hundred ton. The gun-powderi 
manufactory is a little above the town; i 1 
which, and in the mines of ſaltpetre, near. h 
this place, are employed a great number o 4 
workmen for the ſervice. of the govern = 
n 1 | in: ki 
The climate is healthy, though very hot t 
The weather is generally calm, during 8 
which great numbers of gnats muſkitos ini 0 
feſt the inhabitants. Theſe vermine indeed 
are ſometimes diſperſed by a breeze frou 
the ſea, which renders this place-very pleay 5 


fant. They are hatched and ſheltered ig 
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the marſhes towards the ſea, which are ſo | 
overgrown with ſtrong tall reeds that they 
are altogether impaſſable. | 
The Mahometan Tartars here live with- _ 
out the town, and have the ſame privileges 
as in other places. I met ſeveral of their 
[women in the ſtreet with rings in their 
noſes, which were of different value, ac- 
"ys cording to the rank of the perſon who 
POE S wore them ; ſome of gold, and others fet 
at fi vit precious ſtones. On inquiring the 
Set W reaſon of ſuch a ſingular ornament, I was 
n; ui told, that it was the conſequence of a reli- 
neu cious dedication of theſe perſons to the 
ſervice of God : It is made by the parents, 
even while the mother is pregnant; in to- 
ken whereof, as ſoon as the child is born, 
they put a ring in the right noſtril, which 
continues there till death. I have ſeen 


ollec. 
The 
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y thelf 
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ſome with two ſuch rings, 

Aftrachan is a place of conſiderable 
trade to Perſia, Chiva, Bucharia, and India. 
The people of theſe nations have a common 

gara-⸗ 
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aa where they "Wh and expoſe 


. their goods to ſale. 


The Armenians carry on the gresteſt 
part of the Perſian trade; for the Perſians 
themſelves ſeldom ga out of their own 
country. There are a few Indians, or Ba- 
nians, at this place, who have a ſtreak of 
yellow down their forehead, made with 
ſaffron or ſome other vegetable. They 
are a good-natured, innocent kind of peo- 
ple, and live moſtly on fruits. | 
The market is plentifully ſupplied with 
| proviſions of all Kinds; but eſpecially fiſh, 
of which no place that I know abounds 
with ſuch variety. After the ſale is over, 
which is uſually about ten o'clock, what 
remains of the common ſorts is thrown to 
the dung-hill, where the hogs and poultry 
feed upon them; and hence it happens 
that their very pork and fowls taſte of fiſh. 
It would be tedious to mention all the dif- 
ferent kinds this place affords: I cannot 
however omit the carp, which for ſize ex- 
_ ceeds all of that name I ever heard of. 1 
have 
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have ſeen ſome of them of more than thir- 
ty pound weight, very fat and luſcious, 
Thoſe caught in autumn are carried-to 
Moſco frozen, and ſold There AA in the 
places adjacent. | | 

I obſerved alſo a great variety of uncom- 


mon birds, whereof I ſhall deſcribe a few 


that ſeemed moſt extraordinary. | 

The firſt I ſhall mention, called by the 
Ruins: baba, is of a gray colour, and lar- 
ger than a ſwan ; he has a broad hill, un- 
der which hangs a bag that may contain a 
quart or more; he wades near the edge of 
the river, and on ſeeing a ſhoal of fry, or 
ſmall fiſhes, ſpreads his wings and drives 
them to a ſhallow, where he gobbles as 
many of them as he can into his bag, and 


then going aſhore, eats them, or carries 


them to his young. This bird I take to 


be the pelican. 
The next is altogether white, except its 


feet, which are black; it is ſomewhat leſs 


than a heron, and has a long broad bill. 


# 
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Tbe Germans call this bird lefel-ganze, 
the Ruſſians kolpeck. 
I There is another about the ſame ſize, 
alſo white; but its feet are long and red, 
and its bill crooked and round, and as red 
as coral: Its wings are adorned with ſome 

bright ſcarlet feathers. 1 

Beſides theſe, I ſaw a kind as Ps 
ſomething bigger than the common ſort, 
called turpan; it is eaſily tamed, and much 
admired for its beauty, and a certain kind 
of noiſe peculiar to itſelf. I have eat of 


all theſe fowls; but did not much reliſh 


them, on account of the fiſhy taſte with 
which they are all infected. 
There are alſo patridges and buſtards, 
which need no deſcription. The Kal- 
mucks, who are keen ſportſmen, particu- 


larly at hawking, in which they have ar- 


rived to a great perfection, kill the buſtards 
with bows and arrows: When they ſee 
them feeding, they ride in upon them at 
full ſpeed ; and as the buſtard is a heavy 
bird, and mounts ſlowly, they have an op- 
portu- 
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portunity of bonne the. ith broad- 


headed arrows. 


On the banks of the Volga 3 "I 4 
ſpecies of deer of a brighter red, and ſome: 
what larger than the fallow- deer; they 
have green horns, but not branched, about 
nine inches long, and govered with circles, 
riſing one above another to the point, 
which is very ſharp. This deer is very 


ſwift, and its fleſh excellent; it has a high 


ſnout of griſtle, which riſes very near to 
the eyes —a circumſtance which * have 
not obſerved in any other animal. 

I ſaw alſo a ſmall lively 9 1 


an Aſtrachan hare, about the ſize of. a 


ſquirrel, and of a reddiſh. colour, remark- 
able for having the fore- feet very ſhort in 
proportion to the hind-feet; its tail is 
long, with a tuft of hair at the extremity; 
it burrows in tlie earth, and being a very 
pretty creature, I have ſometimes ſeen them 
in cages. * The Kalmucks eat them very 
en 9 ee SE 
e With 
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While we were at Aſtrachan, an ambaſ- 
ſador arrived there, from the Chan of 
Chiva, going to St Peterſburgh. On his ar- 
rival. he ſent, according to the eaſtern cuſ- 
tom, ſome ſmall preſent to our ambaſſador; 
they were brought by part of his retinue, 
and conſiſted of a hawking glove, a ſmall 
knife, an embroidered purſe, and ſome 

Trans: 72: | os 
Chiva is a large territory, lying about two 
or three days journey eaſtward from the Caſ- 
pian Sea; bounded by Perſia on the ſouth, 
and Bucharia to the eaſt. The capital, 
vrhich bears the ſame name, is large and 
populous, and governed by a Chan, elected 
by the people. They are very troubleſome 
and dangerous, both to travellers and their 
neighbours, being frequently employed 
either in robbing the former, or making 
depredations on the latter. And though 
Chiva is well fortified, its ſituation, in ſo 
ſandy and barren a deſert, is its beſt defence. 
One day, as I was walking through the 
ſtreets of Aſtrachan, I obſerved a very ſin- 
1 gular 
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gular appearance: It was à Pretty Tartar | 
ady, mounted aſtride upon "20-08; ne 
Bhad a ring in her noſe, and a firing drawn 
through the noſe of the ox, which ſerved 
inſtead of a bridle: She was dreſſed better 
han common, and attended by a footman. 7 
The ſingularity of the equipage, but parti- 
cularly her extraordinary beauty, drew my 
attention. The Mahometan muſt not be 
wo EW confounded with the Kalmuck Tartars ; 
2aſ- the firſt are a well-looked civilized people . 
ith, in compariſon of the other. © 
tal, Before I leave Aſtrachan it may be pro- 
and per to rectify a miſtaken opinion, which I 
ted have obſerved frequently to occur in grave. 
me German authors, who, in treating of the 
| remarkable things of this country, relate, 
that there grows in this deſert, or ſtepp, 
| adjoining to Aſtrachan, in ſome plenty, a 
certain ſhrub or plant, called in the Ruſſian 
language Tartarſkey baraſhka, 1. e. Tartari- 
an lamb, with the ſkin of which the caps 
of the Armenians, Perſians, Tartars, &c. 
are faced. They alſo write, that this Tar- 
Voi | tarſkey 
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tarſkey baraſhka partakes of animal as well 
as vegetative life; that it eats up and de- 
vours all the graſs and weeds within its 
reach. Though it may be thought that 
an opinion ſo very abſurd could find no 
credit with people of the meaneſt ſhare off 
underſtanding, yet I have converſed with 
ſome who have ſeemed muck inclined to 
believe it ;—ſo very prevalent is the pro- 
3 and abſurd with ſome part of man. 
kind. 

In inch of this wonderful plant I wills 
ed many a mile, accompanied by Tartars 
who inhabic theſe deſerts : But all I could 
find out were ſome dry buſhes, ſcattered} 
| here and there, which grow on a ſingle 
ſtalk, with a buſhy top, of a browniſh co- 
Jour; the ftalk is about eighteen inches 
high, the top conſiſting of ſharp prickly} 
leaves. It is true, that no graſs or weeds 
grow within the circle of its ſhade ; > a pro» 
perty natural to many other plants here 
and elfewhere, After further inquiry of 
the more ſenſible and experienced among 

N the 
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che Tartars, I found they ae! at it as a 


ridiculous fable. 


At Aſtrachan they have great mms 
of lamb-ſkins, gray and black ; ſome wa- 
ved, others curled, all naturally, and very 
pretty, having a fine gloſs, particularly the 
waved, which, at a ſmall diſtance, appear 
like the richeſt watered tabby : 
much eſteemed, and are much uſed for the 
lining of coats, and the turning up of caps, 
in Perſia, Ruſſia, and other parts, The 
beſt of theſe are brought from Bucharia, 
Chiva, and the countries adjacent, and are' 
taken out of the ewes belly, after ſhe 
hath been killed, or the lamb is killed i im- 
mediately after it is lambed; for ſuch a 
ſkin is equal in value to the ſheep, | 

The Kalmucks, and other Tartars, who 


inhabit the deſert, in the neighbourhood of | 


They are 


Aſtrachan, have alſo lamb-ſkins, which are | 


applied to the ſame purpoſes ; but the wool 
of theſe being rougher, and more hairy, 
they are far inferior to thoſe of Bucharia or 
Chiva, both in gloſs and beauty, as allo 1 in 
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the dreſſing, conſequently | in vale} I have 
known one ſingle lamb-ſkin of Bucharia 


ſold for ſive or ſix ſhillings Sterling, when 
one of theſe would not 83 two ſhil- 


— 


On the 5th of Auguſt we ten Aſtra- 


chan in five veſſels, three of them flat-bot- 


tomed, and of about an hundred and fifty 
tons burthen, with three maſts ahd ten guns 


each; the other two common barks, We 
failed from Aſtrachan about noon ; and 


at night came to am anchor at a fiſhery, 


called Uttzugg. Both the banks are now 


flat ; to the weſtward barren ſands, and to 
the eaſt marſhy and tall reeds, abounding 


with vermine ; ſo that we neither eat nor 


flept in quiet, notwithſtanding all the pre- 


cautions we could uſe. I muſt confeſs 


this place had an afpe& of horror, eſpeci- 
ally when it is conſidered, that, beſides the 


wild and diſmal appearance of the banks, we 


were carried down a mighty river, into a 


great gulf, in many places of dangerous 


navigation, and whoſe ſhores are inhabited 
| by 
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by inhoſpitable and barbarous nations; for 
ſuch I'reckon all of them, except OY Ruſ- 
hang and Perſians. „„ 

Next morning, at break of 4% we got 
under ſail, and about ten entered the Caſ- 


pian Sea; into which the river diſcharges 
itſelf by ſeven or eight large channels, and 
many leſſer ones: Two only of theſe chan-= 
nels are navigable by ſhips of any burthen. 
At night we caſt anchor near four hillocks 


of dry ſand, caſt up by the ſea, called 


Tzeterey Bugory, computed to be about 
thirty verſt from the mouth of the Volga : 
All which diſtance we had not above fix 
or ſeven feet water ; and even this depth 
is very narrow; ſo that the paſſage is ex- 


tremely dangerous in hard gales of wind. 
The 7th, early, we again ſet fail with a 


gentle breeze from the ſhore, which ſoon 
drove us into three fathom water, and out 


of ſight of land; 
continued freſh as the river. 


the water however {till - 
About noon 


the wind ſhifted to the ſouth, which obli- 
ged us to come to an anchor, where we 


lay 
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lay for near three weeks in calms and e con- 
trary winds. 
All this time we | did 1 a HEY ihial 
belides our own, except one Ruſs veſlel that 
came from Guilan in Perſia, with ſome 
Armenian merchants, who made a preſent 
to the ambaſſador of a baſket of oranges fi 
melons, and other fruits, which was the 
more acceptable, as our own proviſions o 
that kind were all ſpent. As often as the 
weather would permit we got under fail 
and endeavoured to reach the road of 
Terky, a ſmall fortified town, belonging to 
the Ruſſians, on the north-weſt corner 0 
the Caſpian Sea, where we might be ſup- 
plied with proviſions ; ; but the continua 
calms prevented our ſucceſs. 
On the evening of the 26th of Auguſ 
the wind changed to the north-weſt ; we 
hoiſted all the ſail we could, ſteering out 
courſe ſouth ſouth-eaſt, and before night 
palled ihe iſland of Tullen, i. c. of Seals; 
many of which animals haunt this place. 
It continued to blow hard the whole 
| night; 
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night ; and next morning we were in fight 
of the mountains called Shaffkall, which 
were diſtant about fifteen leagues. We pro- 
ceeded the whole day, edging n a unn 
nearer to the ſhore. 1 

The 28th, in the evening, it fell 5 : 


and, being about fix leagues off the land, 
we caſt anchor. Next day, the wind blow- 
ing fair, in the afternoon we paſſed the 
the town of Derbent. The ambaſſador order- 
Tail ed the caſtle to be ſaluted with nine guns; 
d of but it ſeems the people are not accuſtomed 
og to make any return. It is a place confider- 
er ol abiy large, and the frontier of Perſia in this 
ſup- quarter. It is fortified in the ancient man- 
inual ner, with a ſtrong ſtone- wall, which reach- 
es from the mountains to the ſhore; ſo that 


no army can paſs this way, except moun- 
taineers, or Tartars, who find roads every 
where. Derbent, being a place of great 
conſequence, is provided plentifully with 
cannon and ammunition, and a ſtrong gar- 
riſon, governed by a commandant appoint- 
ed by the an or r governor of Shamachy, | 

on 
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on which province it depends. It, is re- roa 
ported that it was built by Alexander the Npec 
Great. About the place there ſtill remain per 
ſeveral monuments of antiquity; particu- N 
larly large ſtones, with inſcriptions in un- ik 
common characters. South from Derbent MF*2 
ſtands a very high mountain, called Shach- n 
dagh, the top of which is covered with 
ſnow the whole year round, though the 
vallies are exceedingly hot. 

Auguſt the zoth, we arrived at Nieza- 
batt, the place where we intended to land, 
on the territories of Perſia. It lies about 
two days journey eaſt from Derbent. 
There being no harbour, nor creek, we 
hauled up our ſhips upon the ſhore, which 


we performed with little trouble, as they 
were all flat · bottomed. : "Ig 
The ſhip in which was our ir Secretary, 24 
Monſieur Venigerkind, and ſeveral other of- Ef 
| ficers, did not arrive till about three o'clock N 
oth 
- afternoon. The wind was now very high, Ml _. 
: . | 1 ed 1 
and a great ſea upon the beach, which o- 50 


bliged them to drop an anchor i in the open 
road; 


16. 


oad; but the wind blowing Rill harder, it 
became dangerous to ride there ; the ſkip- 
per, therefore, ſlipt the cable, and ſtood out 
to ſea; The gentlemen, however, did not 
like their ſituation on board; and, being 
-ager to get to land, ordered the maſter to 
un the ſhip aſhore, and they would be ac- 
ountable for the conſequences z which he, 
a Hollander, in the Czar's ſervice, unwil- 


Wingly complied with, under an eaſy ſail, | 


about two miles eaſtward of the place where 
e lay. All hands went to their aſſiſtance, 
but without effect; for, though the ſhip 
had received no damage, yet the ſea run ſo 
igh, that the boat could not be hoiſted 
out, to carry them to land, | 
In the mean time, the ſecretary, 3 
tient of remaining on board in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, prevailed with one of the ſailors to 
carry him aſhore on his back: which being 
done, he took his way alone towards the 


J other ſhips ; but, his cloaths being drench- 


ed in the ſalt- water, and the road lying 
through deep ſands, he was ſoon fatigued, 
Vor. „ | H and 


. 
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and Hebifbes retired nearer to the woods, 
in hopes of finding a more ſmooth and 


but, inſtead of leading him to the ſhips, it 


him, utterly ignorant of the diſmal and 


wild beaſts with which theſe woods a- 


the night, and till noon next day; for the 


his having ſafely reached our tents; while 
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the 
foi 


eaſy path. He diſcovered what he ſought; 


carried him away from the ſhore, and the 
right courſe, into thick incumbered woods; Kn 


and in theſe circumſtances night overtookf 


dangerous wild into which he had wander 
ed. Thus deſtitute of all aſſiſtance, he 
climbed a tree to ſave himſelf from the 


bound; and in this ſituation continued al 


people in his own ſhip never doubted of 


we, on the contrary, had not the leaſt ſu- tio 
ſpicion of his having-come aſhore Ar laſt, ew 
however, about noon, his ſervant came, 155 Jeu 
quiring for his maſter, who, he told us, left © * 
the ſhip the night before. This account. 
filled us all with anxiety and apprehen - li 
ſion; as we certainly concluded he would i 

a 


either be torn to pieces by the wild beafts] 
8 . | ot 


a. 


or i en the. Gn who inhabit 
theſe coaſts, Immediate order was given 
for all our people to repair to the woods 
in ſearch of him. He was at laſt found 
wandering from path to path, without 
knowing one direction from another. 

hen he came to the tents he looked 
ghaſtly and wild, and related many ſtrange 
ſtories of what he had heard i in the night. 
All poſſible care was taken to alleviate his 
diſtreſs. During his ſleep, which was very 
diſcompoſed, he often ſtarted, groaned, and 
ſpoke ; and, even after he awaked, he 
perſiſted in affirming that there were num- 
bers of people round the tree, in the night, 
talking different languages. The i imagina- 
tion, no doubt, will naturally have a ſtrong 
effect on any man in ſuch uncommon cir- 
cumſtances ; for, though the ſecretary was 
a man of penetration and found judgment, 
in vain did we endeavour to undeceive 


him, by repreſenting that it was nothing 


but the jackals which made the noiſe he 
bad heard. ; and that, to be convinced of 
| the 
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the ih of this affirmation, he needed on- che 
ly, at the approach of night, to ſtep a little the 
from the tents, where he would hear the no 
ſame ſounds repeated. All was to no pur-· Marit 


poſe, ſince he inſiſted that the noiſe he Th 


heard was quite different from the yelpings anc 


of the jackals. He ſcarce ever recovered - 


his former ſagacity and ſoundneſs of mind dei 
I muſt confeſs the ſituation of this gentle- to 
man moved me not a little, as he was cha 
man of parts and learning, with whom | Jane 
had contracted an intimate friendſhip. inte 

Since I have mentioned the jackals, i der 
may not be improper to give a ſhort ac. ing 


count of theſe animals. They are of a ſize © 


larger than a fox, of the ſhape and colour chy 
of a wolf, with a ſhort buſhy tail. They the 


dig burrows in the earth, in which they of 
lie all day, and come out in the night to hee 


range for prey. They aſſemble in flocks „ 
among the woods, and frequently neat war 


towns and villages, when they make the Bar 


hideous noiſe formerly mentioned, reſem- whi 


bling, in ſome meaſure, a voice, 0! 
the 
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the abiſeaf the Tes und Coffacks when 
they attack their enemies. They have fine 
noſes ; aud hence the vulgar opinion has 
ariſen, that they hunt prey for the lion. 
They are in great plenty all over r 
and efleemed harmleſs creatures. 
As ſoon as we landed, We 
deſpatched an interpreter to Schamachy, 
atle-Mto notify his arrival to the governour of 
Wy that place, and to deſire him to ſend camels 
om and horſes to tranſport him thither- The 
interpreter was kindly received, and an or- 
der was immediately iſſued out for anſwer- 
ing his demands. LP 
September the 1ſt, the . of 9 
chy ſent an officer of diſtinction to ſalute 
the ambaſſador; and the next day a preſent 
of proviſions, conſiſting ef an ox, ſome 
ſheep, with fruits and confections. 
About fix or eight leagues to the eaſt- 
ward of Niezabatt is a high rock, called 
Barmach, or the finger, upon the ſhore, 
which a great many of the Armenians vi- 
lit annually, to pay their devotions. They 
have 


U 
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have a ain chat the . EI wm 
lived ſome years at this place.  _ 
| September. 2d, we were a little alarmed 
with intelligence, that a conſiderable body 
of mountaineers had plundered ſome vil- Net 
lages in our neighbourhood. We had nal @ 
yet received any guard from the Perſians, 
and were therefore obliged to take every 
precaution poſſible for our defence. We 
armed all our own people, and all the ſail. 
ors; and, beſides theſe, we had twenty ſol- 
diers from the garriſon of Aſtrachan. Can. 
non were brought from the ſhips, and} 
planted in proper places, to prevent a ſur- 
priſe. Theſe preparations ſeem to have in- 
timidated the undiſciplined ſavages, i 

they never attacked us. | 
Two days journey eaſtward from Nieza- 
batt ſtand Abſheroon and Backu, two con- 
ſiderable towns. At the former is a good 
harbour, reckoned the beſt i in the Caſpian boa 
Sea, except that of Aſtrabatt, which lies in 
the ſouth-eaſt corner of i it, All the reſt arc 
| | . to 
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ſo dangefous; that they ſcarce deſerve the 


name of harbours. | 
In the neighbourhood of Backn are ma- 
py fountains of Naphtha ; it is a ſort of 
D etroleym, of a brown colour, and inflam- 
mable nature. The Perſians burn it in their 
amps; no rain can extinguiſh it; but the 
ſmell is diſagreeable. I have ſeen of it as 
lear as rock>water. 
The Caſpian Sea is of an oblong i res: 
gular figure, about one hundred and fifty 
leagues in length, from north to ſouth, 
and forty or fifty leagues broad, The wa- 
except where it is 
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ter is exceſſively ſalt, 
ſweetened by the Volga, which is at leaſt 
o the diſtance of ten leagues from the i in- 
flux of that river. 

The navigation of the Caſpian belongs 
ſolely to the Ruſſians; the Perſians, and o- | 


ther borderers, having nothing but fiſhing 


boats. It contains abundance of fiſh ; but 
10 ſhell-fiſh, except a kind of cockle, the 
ſhells of which are very pretty. In ſome 

: „ places, 
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Perſians obſerve that, of late, the ſea hat 


ſuch as are cauſed by the wind; and, not- 
withſtanding the great quantities of water 
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nian merchant ſome leagues from our 


ſpread with carpets. Our entertainment 
conſiſted of coffee and boiled rice. 


way to Rome. They petitioned the am- 
baſſador for a paſſage in one of our ſhips 
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places, there is a great depth of water. The 


retired conſiderably from the ſhore; which 
they reckon ominous, preſaging ſome cala - 
mity to the kingdom. It has no tides, but 


daily received, it continues nearly about the 
fame height. Pr Halley has demonſtrated, 
that exhalation, in fo hot a climate, is ſuſh- 
cient to account for this phenomenon, 
without having recourſe to ſubterraneou: 


paſſages. 
The. 4th, I was confected 57 an Arme- 


tents, to viſit a Perſian. We were received 
in a very complaiſant and friendly man- 


ner; the houſe was clean, and the floor 


On the 11th, arrived two Jeſuits from 
India, named Valery and Martinet, on theirf 


to 
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to A which was granted. bout : 
this time many of our retinue began to be 
ſeized with different diſeaſes, particularly _ 
fevers, fluxes, and agues, which, in a few 
days, made ſuch progreſs, that, at the am- 
baſſador's table, where ſeldom fewer than 
ten dined, he and myſelf only were pre- 
Went, Theſe diſtempers exhibited a moſt 
diſagreeable proſpect, and made us wiſh 
earneſtly to leave a place that threatened 
Jour deſtruction. For this purpoſe, meſſen- 
gers were daily ſent to the chan of Shama- 
chy to deſpatch the camels, horſes, and 
ules. Some of them, indeed, were al- 
ready come, but not near the number we 
needed; for our numerous lick could on- 
ly be tranſported on litters carried by 
mules, 

The 1ath, a od. called ee Fg . 


rme- 
our 
eived 
man- 

floor 


ment 
2 der, arrived, with a guard of Perſian ſol- 


diers, and ſome more cattle, which were 


from ill too few. This officer is appointed by 


their 
ein ne Shach or King to guide ambaſſadors to 
Am : | . ' | 3 F 5 
up court, and furniſh them with proviſions, 
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pence, from the time they” enter the king. 


three agatz from Niezabatt. We found thi 


four agatz (an agatz is reckoned to be fo 


proceeded four agatz further, to a brook dfff 


agatz further, arrived at an old caravanſs 
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carriages, and lodginge, at the Shach's ex. 


6 e 

Having eo ald ourſelves, in the 
beſt manner we could, we quitted Nieza- 
batt on the 18th, keeping along the ſhore; 
and, at night, came to a ſmall village, abou 


houſes all empty, the people having fled to 
the woods or mountains on our approach. 
The 20th, we reached a village about 


Engliſh miles) from the former, where v 
lodged again in empty houſes; and the 210 


white and muddy water, where we pitchel 
our tents. About noon, next day, we cam 


to a fountain of pure water, under a gres 
oak. Here we halted two hours, to re 
freſh the fick ; and, after travelling fout 


ry; a long day's Journey for Hours it 
ſuch diſtreſs, 


- 
* - Z 


16, TO'ISPAHAN. 67 


The taravanſeries are generally large 
quare buildings, with a court in the middle. 
All round there are rooms for lodging tra- 
ellers, and on one ſide a ſtable for horſes. 
hey ate of different ſizes and conſtruc- 
ions, according to the bounty or ability 
pf the founder. Some are built by chari- 
able people, others by good kings. They 
re ſituated as near freſh water as poſlible, 
and about a day's journey from one ano- 
her. | ont | 

As there are no inns in the eaſt, theſe 
aravanſeries in ſome meaſure ſupply that 
defect, though nothing is found in them 
Put ſhelter. They are, however, very con- 
renient for travellers ; and ſome of them 
an contain five hundred men, with their 
zorſes. There is commonly an old man, 
who cleans the rooms, and fetches neceſſa- 
ies from the next town or village. 
The 23d, we halted to refreſh the ſiek; 
and here we buried two of our mechanics. 
The 24th, we travelled to a ruinous ca- 
avanſery, about four agatz from the for- 
| mer. 


mer. This was the firſt inſtance that oc- 
curred of remiſſneſs and inattention in the 
preſent government of Perſia ; for the King, 
without attending to his own affairs, allows 
| himſelf to be guided entirely by thoſe whoſe 
intereſt it is to deceive him. Nothing, in 
the judgment of a foreigner, can render 2. 
ny people more contemptible than the no- 
torious neglect of ſuch uſeful public edifi 
ces. This day we received another ſuppl 
of proviſions from the chan. 

The 26th, we travelled toa plain within 
A league of Shamachy, where we lay all 


night, to be received into the town the day] 


following, in form and ceremony, | accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of Perſia. Ar this place 


died my friend, Captain Jacques de Vil 


lette. He was a gentleman of a good fa. 
mily in France, and a very worthy man, 
And, beſides the Captain, two ſervants died 
Mees | 2 5 
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H E 27th, in the morning, came the 
Kalentar and Dorruga, with many 


of the inhabitants, to pay their compli- 


ments to the ambaſſador. Thele officers are 
next in rank under the chan, and have the 
ſole direction of affairs in his abſence. They 
brought ſome fine horſes, richly capariſon- 
ed, for the chief of the retinue. As we ap- 


proached the place, we were met by other 
officers, particularly the Divan, Begg, and 


Iſh-agaſſy, and magiſtrates; all mounted on 
Fury — with rich furniture, which 
* 


A JOURN E r ov 


| made : a very ſplendid appearance, Beſs 
the ambaſſador's horſe two young fellows 
_ tumbled all the way, with great agility, A- 
bout two o'clock we entered the city. 

As we paſſed along the ſtreets, all the 
tops of the houſes were filled with ſpeQa- 
tors. At laſt, the ambaflador arrived at the 
| houſe of one of the principal officers, which 
was allotted entirely to him and his atten- 
dants. The houſes in Perſia are moſtly 
flat-roofed. As there is but little rain in 
this country, a very ſmall declivity is ſuffi- 
cient to carry off the water. I compute the 
diſtance between Niezabatt and Shamachy 
to be about twenty-five . or an hun- 
dred miles. 8 

October 1ft, I had a viſit Gow a 8 
man well dreſſed in the Perſian habit, and 
was not a little ſurpriſed to hear him talk 
good High Dutch. After ſome converſa- 
tion, he told me he was born at Dantzick ; 
that in his youth he came to Perſia with a 
Poliſh ambaſſador, who died ad Iſpahan. 
That, ſome differences ariſing between him 
and 
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and his countrymen, to end the difpuie he 
turned Mahometan, and ſettled in Perſia, 
where he now enjoyed a ſmall ſalary as a 


linguiſt, He had often repented of this 


raſh ſtep ; - but, having a wife and children 
at Shamachy, he could not abandon them. 
The day following, the chan, with a 
numerous retinue, paid a ceremonial viſit 
to the ambaſſador, The chan is a middle 
aged man, of a graceful aſpect, by birth a 
Georgian, of Chriſtian parents, but brought 
up at court from his infancy : And it muſt 
be confeſſed that his treatment of the am- 
baſſador was extremely obliging. | 
The 14th, the chan ſent an invitation 
to the ambaſſador to go a hunting, with 
horſes for that purpoſe. We marched a- 
bout two or three miles to the eaſtward, till 
we came to a plain overgrown with ſhort 
| reeds, We ſprung a number of pheaſants, 
ten or fifteen whereof were killed by the 
chan's hawks ; and ſeveral hares were run 
down by the greyhounds, which were all 
ſent to the ambaſſador's lodgings. | 
N About 
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About this time, there a a mil. 
2 e between the ambaſſador and 
ſecretary, by the imprudence of the latter, 
It is cuſtomary for the Shach to make pre- 
ſents in money, or other things, to all am- 
baſſadors, according to the dignity of their 
reſpective maſters ; and, though no money 
had yet been granted, the unlucky ſecretary, 
poor gentleman ! not quite recovered, by 
an unſeaſonable and ill adviſed claim, pre- 
tended a right to part of the future dona- 
tive. The ambaſſador, on the contrary, 
alledged, that the ſecretary was entitled to 
nothing from him, except the privilege of 
his table, and proviſions for his ſervants. 
Both my ſituation in the retinue, and an 
indiſpoſition, prevented my intermeddling 
in this diſpute, LI only adviſed the ſecreta- 
ry to poſtpone his claim till ſome more fa- 
vourable opportunity. My advice, howe- 
ver, had no effect, for the difference ſtill 
increaſed, till the ſecretary fell ſick, and 
was confined to his lodgings, where he died 
ſuddenly, on the 5th, of November. 
This 
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e event was the more melancholy to 
in particular, as it was unexpected. 
By Sib death'of this gentleman, I'was de- 
rived of another worthy friend. He was 
| Saxon by birth ; was candid, honeſt, and 
incere; and much eſteemed by all his ats 
quaintance, for his learning and capacity. 
A few days a after, there arrived at Schamas | 
hy a Perſian ambaſſador, who had been i in 
rance, and had returned | Homeward | thro” 
Ruſſia, His behaviour in France, and in 
bther places, had been little for the honour 
df his maſter. The miniſtry. at Tſpahari | 
Pad perfect intelligence of his whole con- 
Jud, which he came to underſtand ; and; 
deing afraid to undergo a trial at court; 
rent directly to the eity of Erivan, the 
place of his reſidence when in his own 
Country, where, as it was reported, he poi- 
ned himſelf, He had treated a French 
Engineer, whom he engaged in the ſervice 
df his maſter, ſo cruelly, that he died two 
lays after coming to Shamachy. 
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The 25th, I dined with father Peter Ri- 
5 in company with Monſieur Bourgard 
2 French merchant. This father hath lived 
as a miſſionary i in different places of Perſu 

for many years: He had ſtudied phyſi 
Which he practiſed occaſionally, and there 
by introduced. himſelf to an acquaintance 
with many families of diſtinction: He is: 
man of a grave and ſober deportment 
which, procures him great reſpect: He ha 
a ſmall congregation at this place, conſiſting 
only of Chriſtian Armenians, who hape 
been converted from the communion of the 
Eaſtern to the Weſtern Church; for it is 2 
capital crime to convert a. Mahometan, | 
| Bourgard was employed by the Engliſh face 
tory at Iſpahan, to buy raw ſilks here to 
be ſent to Aleppo. bo „ 

The ambaſſador ſent ; A preſent to the 
chan, of fables, and other rich furs, of con- 
{iderable value; and had, in return, a fine! 
horſe, with a ſaddle, bridle, and other trap- 


pings, mounted with gold, 


Some 
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r R- 
gard i 
lived 
Perſu 
ay lic} 
here. 


Some time after, there aroſe a diſpute 
between the ambaſſador and the chan, a- 
bout the Shach's gratuity; the firſt thought 
She ſum offered was too ſmall, while the 
atter affirmed he had no authority for a 
greater allowance. 5 The determination of 


tance his affair detained us longer than we in- 


e is ended to ſtay; however, in the mean time, 
ment amels and horſes were ordered to be got 
> has eady. After many meſſages on both ſides, 
iſting he chan, unwilling to let the Ambaſſador 
have epart unſatisfied, ſent Monſieur Bourgard 


F the 
t is 3 


ith an offer of ten tomans (a toman is e- 
qual to three pounds Sterling,) a-day, du- 
Ing his journey to Iſpahan, and that, ſum 
for three days only of the time he conti- 
ued at Shamachy: This propoſal was at 
alt accepted, and the money paid. I ſhall, 
defore we leave this place, add a few re- 
narks on the city and its environs. a 


.etan il 
n fac- 
re to 


) the 
con- 
\ fine 
trap- 


Shamachy is ſituated in about 40 degrees 
orth latitude: It was anciently part of 
edia ; but now the capital of an extenſive 
rovince, called Shirvan. The city ſtands 
on 


Some 
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of the governour, the chief magiſtrates, And 
xow and irregular: The greater'part of the 


8 conſiderable number of Georgians and Ar 
menians; The vulgar language is Turkiſh 


dos and a gallery, in which, every day dl 


that this cuſtom. is as ancient as the time ol 


— * nn. * 2 hill, inelining to the me 
ſouth, and riſes toward the top in form d 
an amphitheatre; The place is large, but 


the houſes are meanly built, excepting thoſ 


a few rich merchants ; the ſtreets are nat. 


inhabitants are Perſians; there is alſo 1 


but the people of diſtinction ſpeak. Perſian 
The air 18 more healthy than at pinges neare 
to the Caſpian Ses. | 
Above the town, on the ſummit 6 15 hill 
ſtands an high edifice, having many win 


the riſing and ſetting of the ſun, is held! 

kind of concert of muſic, compoſed of long 
trumpets, large drums, and hautboys, which 
make a dreadful ſound. It is reported 


Alexander the Great, 
T here are alſo in the city ed mah | 
with high Pillars adjoining, | which the 

moull 


alt or prieſt aſcends every day attwelve 
o'clock, to call the 
the Mahometans uſe: no bells. Fhey have; 
beſides, ſeveral public baths, ſome for men, 
others for the women, to which both ſexes 
reſort daily for ablution, conformably to 
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zople;to prayers ; ; for 


the law of their religion. The women go 
generally in companies of ſive or ſix, fo 
concealed. with a white veil, that nothing 


of them is viſible but the eyes and noſe. 


There are ſeveral ſpacious: caravanſeries, 


very convenient for ſtrangers or merchants, 


who. there expoſe their commodities, for 
which they pay a ſmall impoſt. ? 
There is a conſiderable traffick at this 
place, particularly i in raw ſilk, which is pro- 
duced .in the neighbourhood ; the greateſt 
part whereof is purchaſed ;by the Engliſh 
and Dutch factories at Iſpahan, and ſent to. 
Aleppo; alſo cotton, which indeed is moſtly 
ſold to the natives, and conſumed in ſtuffs 
for their own uſe. 1 he country about 


Shamachy, beſides many kinds of fruits, 


profluges plenty” of wheat, N and very 
fine 
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firie grapes, from which the Chriſtians make 


they depoſit under ground in their gardens, 


give an entertainment, they ſpread carpets 


a ſhade, and on theſe the gueſts are ſeated, 


joining to this mountain is another, on 


TOES. 3: whither great numbers of. de vou 


— — 
— — —— 
— in os Cv wes _ 
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very good wine; they keep it in great jan 
reſembling the Florence oil ones, which 


covering them above with a thin ſtone, 
neatly paſted about the edges, for the bet- 
ter preſervation of the liquor. When they 


round the jar, which is generally placed in 


About two miles to the northward of the 
city, ſtands a high mountain, named Gui- 
liſtan-dagh, where are ſeen the ruins of an 
ancient caſtle, built of ſtone ; it appeared 
not to be of Eaſtern architecture. I could 
procure no information who was the foun- 
der, or by whom it was demoliſhed. Ad- 


which are the tombs. of two ſaints, or he- 


people come annually to worſhip, I ob- 
ſerved near theſe rombs, ſeveral hallowed 
rocks covered with ſmall ſhells brought hi- 
ther * the worſhippers ; I obſerved like- 


wile, 


1710 


make 
it jan 
which! 
rdens, 
ſtone, 
> bet- 
| they 

1rpets| | 
ed in 


ated, 


F the 
Gui- 


of an 
eared 
could 
Foun- 


Ad- 


r, on 
r_ hes 
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5 


wiſe, on the common 1 many ſhells 


imprinted and ee hie — very 


extraordinary. 
December 4th, all Ch wie We 
for our departure, we were furniſhed by 


the conductor, or maymander, with one 


hundred and ſixty camels, and near two 


hundred horſes and mules, on which we 
left Shamachy, travelling along the riſing 
grounds. We halted two days at an Ar- 


menian village, called Kalck- anii. 3 | 
On the 7th, we deſcended into a deſert 


plain, called by the Ruſſians Mugan, and 


by the Perſians Kurdiſtan, At mid- night 


we came to ſome wells of brackiſh water, 


where we lodged 1 in ſuch tents. as are uſed 
by the inhabitants, RUSH were nn . 


the conductor. 1 3 
We proceeded the roth 5 e to a 


ble water, and the 11th, arrived at the ri- 


ver Kure, or Cyre, which we paſſed on a 


bridge of boats, and pitched our tents on 


the 


7 


— 
* 
79 


little copſe-wood, where was found tolera- 


* 
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| A ttwrifides: The water of che river i 
ſweet and wholeſome; : 

About half a . above the Viides 
the river Araxis, now Arras; falls into the 
Kure, which together form a conſiderable 
| iream, that diſcharges itſelf into the Caf: 
pian Sea, about a-day's journey below the 
bridge, running northward all the way; 
but the mouth of the river is ſo choaked uy 
with ſand, that it is eve 10 no eſſe 
of any burden. 25 


The river Kure divides che OR? of 


5 from Kurdiſtan. The Kurdy, pro- i 

bably fo called from the name of the river, Mif'* 

are-a very ancient people, and ſeem to be 
the ſame whom Xenophon, in the Anabaſis, Ne 

calls Karduchi, who ſo ſtrenuouſly oppo- er 

ſed his paſſage in his famous retreat from Man 

Artaxerxes. They are Rtill reckoned 2 le! 

brave people. Their horſes are moſt e- e' 

ſteemed of any in Perſia, both for beauty Fre 

and ftrength. _ ; al 
We left the Kure on this I nk; and pro- P 
tl: 


ceeded ſeven agatz to Chuda- tzoolatzy, 
where 


[1 . 
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er i; here the water was very brackiſh and 
10 uddy. The country around appeared 
ridge lain as the ea. | 
o the Setting out early next onus. we tra- 
>rable WT clled ten agatz, and in the evening, reach- | 
Ca. d a brook of tolerable water, called Bolgar. 
the bis was the laſt day's journey in the plain 
way f Mugan. The inhabitants, the Kurdy, 
ed up ive in tents all the year. The oil is very 
veſſell ry and barren, notwithſtanding the cattle 


are in good condition, and the mutton par- 
icularly very good. 

While we halted abant noon, ſome Per- 
fan ſportſmen, who, by their dreſs, ſeemed / 


. of 
pro- 
river , 
o be 
baſis, | 
pp&- 
from 
ed 2 
ſt e- 
auty 


perſons of diſtinction, pitched their tents 
near ours: They ſent the ambaſſador a pre- 

ſent of wild-fowl, and an antelope. The 
ambaſſador invited them to ſhare a travel- 
ler's dinner. Three of the gentlemen ac- 
cepted the invitation, but excuſed themſelves 

from eating any thing, pretending they had 
already dined ; but it is well known that 
the Mahometans ſcruple to eat with Chriſ- 
tans; each of them, however, drank a dith 
„„ I of 


— 


pro- 
Zy, 
here 


/ 


1 


82 "A JOURNEY 1716 


of coffee, and an old man a dram of brand; 
They had ſeveral greyhounds, and 4 couple 
of large hawks, which were trained to fi 
at antelopes; the hawks cannot hold indeefi 
ſo ſtrong a creature as an antelope, but the 
fly about its head, and thereby retard mn 
velocity, till the greyhounds, or horſemen 
overtake it; for the antelope far ont-run 
any greyhound I. ever ſaw. In this defer 
I have ſeen flocks of them conſiſting of two 
or three hundred. 8 i | 

In manning hawks to fly at antelopez 
they ſtuff the ſkins of theſe animals wil 
ſtraw, and feed the hawk between thei 
horns, placing food there for that purpoſe; 
hence they are accuſtomed to hover round 
the head, which proves the deſtruction df 
theſe creatures. I was informed, that i 
is in this manner the Tartars manage hawki 
to fly at foxes and wolves. Theſe particu: 
lars may poſſibly appear immaterial ; how 
ever, as they may contribute to amuſe tit 
reader, it was thought not improper to in- 
ſert them. : | 


After 
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After e the 16th, we tic next 
lay four agatz, to the foot of a very high 


-andy, : 
zoupl 
to f 
ndeelifi 
t the 


emen 


nountain, where we found a few poor cot- 
ages, deſerted by their inhabitants on our 
pproach. The water was in plenty and 
ood. The weather was very cold, and no 
re· wood could be got, except a little we 
brought along with us. One of our people 


t- run 
defer Mſtraggling too near the rocks, was danger- 
f tuch uſly wounded. with a ſtone, thrown by 


ſome of theſe cottagers who had retired 
lopes, hither. On theſe rocks I ſaw a creature 
; wil ike a goat, called by the Germans Stein- 
_ theij 


rpole; 


Þuck ; it is much bigger than the common 
kind of theſe animals, and its horns are, of 
round prodigious ſize. 
on d The 18th, we advanced five agatz far- 
hat if 
nawk 
irticu- 
how 


fe the 


to in- 


her; and the 19th, ſeven agatz, to a large 
village, called Katchoochana, where the 
han of Mugan has a good houſe. The 
weather being cold and froſty, we continued 
here all the 20th. | 
The 21ſt, we travelled ive agatz, to a 
Fvillage under a great mountain, where was 


Aﬀte! 
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a water mill for grinding corn, the fit 
machine of that ſort I ſaw in Perſia. 

The 22d, we came to a ſmall town callet 
Aggar. The kalentar ordered the citizen 

to arm and , oppoſe our entry; and, not 
| withſtanding the remonſtrances of our con 
ductor, he perſiſted unalterable in his pur 
poſe, affirming he had no order to admi 
ſuch a body of armed men. He did ne 
However refuſe us proviſions, wood and 
water, for money. We were therefore o 
bliged to content ourſelves with theſe, and 
lodge in our tents on an open field, in coi : 
weather. 

Next day we proceeded two or three 3 
catz, to a large populous village, where the 
people, in imitation of thoſe at Aggar, al 
ſembled in arms, and barricadoed all their 
entries, refuſing us admittance ; they beat 
our quarter-maſter, a Perſian officer belong: 
ing to the conductor, for offering to forc 
his way into the place. We therefore lodge 
again in the open air. They ſent out ſomeY 
fire-wood, and whatever elſe they could 

ſpare 


171716. TO ISPAHAN 85 


e fir pare. I muſt confeſs I could ſcarce blame 
theſe people for their behaviour; | becauſe, 
Inad we been admitted, the inhabitants muſt 
all have left their own houſes; and where 
could a parcel of poor women and children 
have found ſhelter in ſuch extremity of 
bald © 55539 of 

The 24th, we continued our journey be- 


calle 
itizen 
, Not 
Ir con 
S pur 
admil 
lid no 


d aid 


tween two great mountains, where the 
north wind was very piercing. We paſſed 
an old ruinous caravanſery, and arrived in 
the evening at an empty village, which the 
natives had forſook the day before. All 
next day we halted, being Chriſtmaſs. 

| The 26th we marched about four agatz, 


ore o- 
>, and 
a cold 


ree 2 
re the to another village. The inhabitants were 
ſo hoſpitable as to afford us lodging, but 
charged dear for every thing we needed, 
eſpecially wood, which was bought at the 


rate of three- pence for ſeven pounds. 


r, al 
their 
bea 
long: 
force 
odgell 


On the 27th we travelled over exceeding 
high mountains, from whence, I was told 
ſome] 
could 


by an Armenian merchant in our company, 
might be ſeen, in a clear day, the top of 


ſpar E 
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the famous mount Ararat, called by the Per. 
fans Aggry, by the Armenians Meſlin ;ſ 
the ſummit is conſtantly covered with ſnow, 
and often with a cloud: It is the higheſt 
of all that chain of mountains in Armenia, 
on which we then ſtood. 

How far my information might be true, 
I cannot determine; but certain it is, that 
when the Armenians ſee this mountain, . 
they make a ſign of the croſs, and ſay their 
prayers, as is their cuſtom, when they ap- 
proach any place which they eſteem · ſacred. 

In the evening we arrived at the city of 
Tauris, Terris, or Tebris, as it is pronounced 
by ſome. The ambaſſador was met, about 
half a mile from the place, by the kalentar, 
and chief officers, who, after the common] 
ſalutations, conducted him to his lodgings, 
Our baggage was depoſited in a large cara- 
vanſery in the neighbourhood. 
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eſſin; 


now, 
1enia, 


true, 


that 
atain; 
ther 


y ap- 
cred, 
ty. of 


I1nced 


about 
entar, 
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gheſt ; 


caravan. 


been. 
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Occurrences during aur flay at Tau- 
ris Our journey thence t Ipba- 


Han. 


AU RIS is a large and populous city, 
the capital of the province of that 


name, and the reſidence of the chan. It 


is ſituated in a fruitful plain, encompaſſed 


by the high rocks of mount Tauris, about 


ten days journey from Shamachy, and 
twenty-five from Iſpahan; I mean to a 
It is ſuppoſed to be the ancient 
metropolis of Media. It is ſtill of conſi- 
derable extent; but not near what it has 
There are yet to be ſeen many cu- 


rious remains of ancient grandeur ; parti- 


cularly an old temple, converted into a 
moſque, 
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moſque, now neglected and ruinous. The 
roof 1s ſupported by many flately pillars of 
porphyry, almoſt entire, ſome whereof ar 

of a greeniſh colour, with other colours and 
veins of gold interſperſed. The propor 

tions ſeemed to be regular, and the work. 
manſhip very fine and curious. In ſhon 
I am unable to deſcribe the ſymmetry and 
beauty of theſe pillars, and wonder hof 

they have eſcaped the fury of ſo many 
barbarians. It is no leſs ſurpriſing where 
were got ſuch maſſy pieces of marble, ſee 
ing nothing like them is now to be found 
in-this country. Theſe particulars demon- 
ſtrate the ancient grandeur and riches df 
this place. It is, however, a deplorable 
truth, that this country in general hath 
undergone ſo many revolutions ſince the 
time of Alexander the Great, her firſt con- 
queror, that, a few places excepted, the 
preſent names, and deſcriptions of citie 
and provinces, bear almoſt no reſemblancel 
to thote of antiquity, ſo that one can ſcarce 


imagine them accounts of the ſame places: 
— 


% 
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Tie fach a degree hath time and barbarous 
ars o vaders changed the appearances of things. 
of arg ire and ſword have raged to deſtroy mag- 


rs and 
por demoliſhed ; whole provinces depopu- 
Work- 


ſhort 
V and 


eſert, by diverting the ſprings, or turning 
Se rivers that watered them into other 
annels. Such are the conſequences of 
vleſs ambition on the fineſt productions 
nature and art. The laſt is a circum- 


r how 
many 
here 
, ſee⸗ 
xpoſed as Perſia; for in the inland part 
it there is almoſt no rain, which obliges 
ge inhabitants to water all their vegetables 


found 
mon- 
zes of 
Drable 
' hath 
e the 


dnvey even rivers ſeveral leagues, in chan- 


w indeed is very plentiful, but would be 
ſufficient of itſelf for the purpoſes of ve- 
tation. 9 5 | Ef 

The ſtreets of Tauris are narrow and ir- 


con- 
J, the 

cities 
lance 


ſcarce ular, The houſes are built with bricks . 
aces: ade of mud, mixed with chopped ftraw, 
To 


Tor. 1 - MM "+3 Al 


WE fcent cities; ſtately temples and palaces 


om ſprings and, brooks. They often 
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ted; and fruitful fields converted into a 


* 


nce to which few countries are ſo much 


ls under ground, for this purpoſe, The 


* 
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and dried in the ſun ; the at Pa: 


8 Aace indeed, and a few more houſes, aon 
5 built of ſtone, and make a good appear ca 
k ance. The roofs are generally flat, an wo 
by covered with a terrace. The walls ai: 
* white-waſhed on the inſide, and look ven in 
. | White and clean. The floors of even te 
ity houſe are ſpread with carpets, or mats, 2 
bh cording to the circumſtances of the inb bro 
i bitants. The people of diſtinction hau me 
great halls of audience in their outet hoc 

courts, arched with ſquare bricks, which ans. 

are plaiſtered and painted with flower Ar 

This i is done at a ſmall expence, and maka con 

a very fine ſhow. of e 

There are ſeveral well built aſs hay 

with ſtately minorets, or pillars, which that t. 

moulla aſcends to call the people to pray fiele 

ers; allo an high building for the mulicM bro! 

that plays evening and morning, as men whe 

tioned at Shamachy. There are alſo ſon kin, 

large caravanſeries; ſo that no ſtrangeſi beſt 

can'be at a loſs for lodging at a ſmall e mat 


pence. The city is quite open, having 00 
| caltth 
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caſtle, or . to defend it. Indeed 
one would i imagine the deſert mountains, 
ſcarcity of water, and other obſtructions, 
would be a ſufficient defence againſt all in- 
vaſions: The fury of the Turks, however, 
in their wars with Perſia, ſurmounted all 


theſe obſtacles. . 
Tauris is ſupplied with water from a 


brook, called Shankuy, which runs through _ | 


the city, and ſome ſprings in the neighbour- 
kood. The inhabitants are moſtly Perſi- 

ans, though there are among them many | 
Armenians, They have a conſiderable 
commerce in raw-ſilk, and manufactories 5 
of carpets, and filk and cotton ſtuffs. They | 


have great crops of wheat and barley, when 


at the trouble and expence of watering the 
fields : But their principal ſupport is rice, 
brought from the province of Guilan, 
where it grows very plentifully ; for this 
kind of grain, which of all other thrives | 
beſt on wet land, agrees wonderfully with 
tnat rich moiſt ſail near the Caſpian Sea. 
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in a plain called Roomy ; there are ſeveral 
ſprings of water that petrify wood, and, | 
have been informed, even reptiles, ſuch a 
lizards. One thing is certain, that, after 
ftagnation of this water, for a certain time, 


| breadth or length at pleaſure. 1 have ſeen 


i} 


The Capuchin miſſionaries work a con. pol 
vent at this place for the. uſe of the Arme. par 
nians of the Raman Catholic profeſſion 
which is ſuperintended by two fathers ei pri 
that order. | pro 

About a league from the city, on the tio1 
road to Iſpahan, are ſeen the ruins of ma 
bridge, on the top of a hill, where, I be 


lieve, no water has run ſince the deluge il hai 


It is ſaid that it was built by a whimſici col 
prieſt, in order to introduce himſelf to the an. 
King, Shach Abbaſs, who could not avoid ex 
taking notice, when he paſſed that way, Ml ?* 
ſuch an extraordinary appearance. * | cel 

About four or five leagues from Tauris de 


there is a ſubſtance like marble found at 
the bottom, which the Perſians cut into any ar 


of it two or three inches thick. It is eafily 
poliſhed, 
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poliſhed, ang is diaphanous, but not tranſ- 
parent. After ſawing it into ſlabs, they 
fix them for windows in their bagnios and 
private apartments. Perhaps, it is not im- 
probable, the large pillars, formerly men- 
tioned, might be hewn out of this kind of 


marble» . 
During our ſtay at t Tauris, little material 
happened. The weather continued very 
cold, which, together with want of horſes 
and camels, detained us longer than we 
expected. I could not but pity the poor 
people of this place; the cold was ſo ex- 
ceſſive, and bread, and other neceſſaries ſo 
dear, that, I was informed, many of them 
periſhed in the ſtreets. BE 
January 2d, 1717, Monſieur Rican, 2 
French Jeſuit, DO in his way to Iſpa- 
han, with ſome letters from Rome to the 
Sophy. He ſent Monſieur Duffus, one of 


his retinue, with his ne to our 
ambaſſador. 


The Chan being abſent, the Vizir, who 
is his lieutenant, came the 6th, in great 
| Nate, 
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ſtate, to viſit the ambaſſador ; who, on the 
11th, returned the compliment, attended 
with all his retinue. He was received in a 
magnificent hall, ſpread with fine carpets, 
There was a ſeat placed for the ambaſſador; 
but the reſt of the company fat croſs-legged 
on the carpets, in the Perſian manner. 
The 20th there was a great fall of ſnow, 
which very much ſoftened the cold piercing 
northerly winds. ; 
The 23d, having, with great difficulty, 
procured horſes and camels, we left Tauris, 
and travelled two agatz through deep 
ſnow, which incommoded us not a little; 
particularly on account of the camels, who 
cannot bear deep roads. — 

The 24th and 25th, the roads were im- 
paſſable. I ſaw here a male camel trample 
one of his keepers under his feet : For, at 
this ſeaſon, when the females are rutting, 
the males are very furious and ungovern- 
able, and muſt be managed with great cau- 


tion. 
The 
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The 26th, we travelled two agatz, to a 
ſpacious well-built caravanſery, founded 
by Shach Sephy, ſufficient to contain ſome 
nundreds of men and horſes. Here we 
nalted ſome time, and proceeded in the af- 
ternoon five agatz farther. In this day's 
journey you have the choice of two roads, 
both leading to Iſpahan; one through the 
cities of Ardeville and Caſbin, and the o- 
ther by Zengan and, Sultany ; the laſt 
whereof we chooſed, being ſomewhat 


ſhorter. LY . 8 
Ardeville is reported to be a very fine 

place; and is famous for the monuments 

of Shach Sephy the firſt, and other Perſian 


princes and heroes, eſteemed for their vir- 


tue and piety, A great many devout people 
come from all parts of the country to wor- | 
ſhip at theſe tombs, where a conſiderable - 
charity is daily diſtributed to the poor pil- 

grims ; to ſupport which, there is a fund 
ſettled by the King, with proper officers 

appointed to ſuperintend the management. 


of it, and prevent frauds. I wanted much 
| i > 
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to viſit this Place, but ant it ey 


cable. 

The 27th, we advanced three agatz, 
through deep ſnow, to a caravanſery built 
of bricks. We were at no loſs for water 
while the ſnow lay upon the ground. The 


next day we reached a large village, called 


Kara-China, inhabited by Perſians and Ar- 
menians. About a mile from the place we 
were met by an Armenian prieft, attended 
by a company of country people, who came 


to welcome us as fellow Chriſtians. One 


of them carried a painted crucifix, raiſed 
on a long pole ; others played on flutes and 
hautboys, and other muſical inſtruments, 


to which one or two perſons kept time, by 


beating two thin braſs plates againſt each 


other ; and many of them ſung hymns 
and pſalms. In this manner they accom- 


panied us to our lodgings, where we were 
better accommodated than we had been 
hitherto. We received from theſe people; 
in particular, very good wine and grapes, 
which they preſerve, through the winter 

| | by 
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by hanging them in dry and open pla- 


wear a fillet of net-work, made of black 
horſe hair, over their eyes, which I found, 
by experience, altogether effectual. 

The 31ſt, we ſet out early, and travelled 
four agatz to Turkoma, a large village. 
The ſnow continued very deep, Here we 
were obliged to wait for our camels, ſome 
of which did not arrive till next day. 


February 2d, we travelled eight agatz 


0 a little town called Mianna, where is a 
caravanſery for horſes only. Here we bu- 
ried another of our people. ; 


aſſed a river, oyer which i is a fine ſtone- 


Jaw, on the left hand, the ruins of an old 


The 4th, after two hours march, we 


bridge, ſtanding under an high mountain, 
called Kaplanton. Leaving that place, we 


Vo . fortifi- 


- 
% . 


About this time many of our people had 
Wore eyes, and ſwelled faces, cauſed by the 
ſtrong reflection of the ſun-beams from the 
now. The Perſians themſelves are liable 
to the ſame diſorders. As a remedy, they 


- 44 


ed another, called Sartzam, being eigh 


perceived the depth of the ſnow to leſſer 
daily, as we advanced to the ſouth. 


| ſmall town named Zengan, where we lod 


a friendly and hoſpitable reception. E 
Has under his juriſdiction both this place 
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fortification. We repaſſed the river 0 
another ſtone-bridge ; thence to a caravan 
ſery, called Tzamatura, and at night reach 


agatz from Mianna: Here we halted ti 
our camels arrived; the greateſt pan 
whereof came not before next day. We 


The 7th, we travelled five agatz to 1 


ged in a good caravanſery. The Sultan, 
chief magiſtrate, waited on us, and gave u 


and Sultany ; at each he reſides half th: 
year by turns, : | 

Here we met a Ruſſian merchant, who 
had about fifteen or twenty camels loaden 
with various kinds of merchandiſe, going 
to Bucharia. 

We halted two days, on account of tht 
deep ſnow in this neighbourhood ; and the 
zoth, after travelling fix agatz, came {1 
| | Sultany 
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Saltany. 'This place is at preſent ſmall 


er 00 
ravan nd inconſiderable, though it appears to 
reach have been a great and famous city in for- 


mer times. There are ſill to be ſeen ſe- 
eral ſtately moſques and minorets ; one 


eigh 
ed till 


t pal of theſe moſques is the tomb of a Perſian 
ViWorince, called Chudabendie, which has a 
leſſalÞraſs gate of lattice work, ſeemingly of 


- great antiquity. In the ſame moſque is 
Z to the tomb of Sultan Bajazah, ſon to V 
bendie. 

On the 12th, we travelled four agatz to 
village; where we. ſtaid all night ; and 
the 13th, three agatz to another, through 
deep ſnow, which prevented our proceed- 
ing next day. 5 
The 15th, we travelled five agatz, and 
the 16th four, to a large village called 
Guiga Zayn. At this place a Ruſſian 
youth applied to the ambaſſador for free- 
dom and protection. He had been carried 
away by the Tartars, from ſome of the 
ſouthern provinces of Ruſſia, and was ſold 
lome years before in Perſia, He was for- 


ced 


loaden 


going 


of tht 
nd the 
me (0 
z]tany: 
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ced.to turn Mahometan; had almoſt for. 
got his mother tongue; and was obliged 


to explain himſelf by an interpreter. The 
ambaſſador afforded him the protection he 


ſought. His maſter claimed either his ſlaye 
or the money he had paid for him; neither 


of which demands could be granted. 


The a 8th, we arrived at Sexabbatt, a vil 
lage four agatz from the former, where 
we quartered that night, and reſted all the 
next day. | 

The 20th, we e ded three agatz to 
Arazant, a ſmall village. This diſtrict be. 


ing much peſtered with ſtrong gangs of 


highway- men, we marched with great cir- 
cumſpection; and in the night the baggage 
was guarded, both by our own people and 


the conductor's ſoldiers. 


The 2 1ſt, after a journey of three hours, 
we came to an old caravanſery, called 1d- 


| Joop, where we refted : then advanced four 


agatz to another, called Kockera, ſituated in 
an extenſive plain. The ſnow was now 
altogether gone, and the water at this place 

g very 
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very bad. In an upper room of this cara» 
vanſery, I ſaw the names of many Euro- 
peans cut on the wall, in different lan= 
guages: among which was that of Olea- 
rius, ſecretary to the Holſtein ambaſſadors, 
who publiſhed a very exact account of that 
fruitleſs embaſſy. 

The 22d of February we ſet out very 
early, and in three hours reached Denggie, 


a caravanſery, where we halted for refreſh- 


ment ; and at night arrived at Saba, or Sa- 


va, ſeven agatz from Kockera. 


Saba appears, from many ruins, to have 
been a place of great note. It ſtands in a 
fruitful and extenſive plain, which produ- 
ces all ſorts of fruit natural to the climate, 
particularly pomegranates, the largeſt I have 
ſeen, The trees were now in full bloom, 
and had a very fine appearance. Some 
years ago, this place was almoſt ruined by 
a deluge. It has been repairing ever ſince, 
but is till far from its former condition. 

The 24th, our road lay through a deſert 


and barren plain, abounding 1 with ſaltpetre. 


We 


10203008 
ii 
ti 


moſques is highly eſteemed by the Perſians, 


We travelled fix agatz to Teffrabatt, a new: 
caravanſery ; and the 2 nes five agatz, 1 that 
the town of Koom. thei 

About two leagues from Koom we ſaw”. 
a round hill to the left, called in Turki ef! 
Gedeen-Gedmaze, which ſignifies, that, 
whoever goes up never returns; which a fu 
the Perſians ſay, was the fate of a page ſent 
up by Shach Abbaſs, with a lighted torch hre 
in his hand. However this be, it is cer- mid 
tainly no eaſy matter to aſcend this place; ſtan 
becauſe the whole hill conſiſts of ſand, Abe 
which is ſhifted from place to place by the 
wind, and muſt ſoon tire whoever attempts ſom 
to climb it. 8 me! 

Koom is reckoned among the chief towns of 
in Perſia, and is the reſidence of a chan. It | vo 
is ſituated in a fertile plain, well watered eat 


by a pretty large river, over which is 4 tice 


fine ſtone-bridge. In the town is a ſpa- 
cious caravanſery, and ſeveral well built 
moſques and minorets. One of theſe ih © 


becauſe of the ſepulchre of Shach Sephy e 
"* 
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and his ſon Shach Abbaſs the Second, and 
that of Sidy Fathima, grand- daughter to 


their prophet Mahomet. Theſe tombs are 


much frequented by pilgrims, from all parts 
of Perſia, ho reſort hither once a year, to 
pay their devotions; and are ſupported by 
a fund ene pie to that purpoſe. 


Before you reach the moſque, you paſs 
through three neat courts; and, in the 
middle of the fourth, where the moſque 
ſtands, there is a large baſon of clear water. 
Above the gate are engraven, in gilt letters, 
the names of the deceaſed princes, with 
ſome verſes in their praiſe. The monu- 
ment of Sidy Fathima ſtands in the front 


Jof the building, encaompaſſed with a grate | 
work of pure filver, very valuable. Ta 


eath of the princes are conſecrated magni- 
ficent apartments, where the prieſts read 
the Koran night and day, 

This is alſo a place of refuge for debt- : 
ors, and unfortunate people, who are main- 


tained at the public expence. Adjoining 


Jo the moſque is a large hall, where alms 


9 
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are daily diſtributed to the poor. Few Chrif. 


tians are admitted into this ſacred place, 
The ambaſſador, however, with a few of 


the retinue, obtained this favour. Koom i b 


famous for manufacturing the beſt blades 


in all Perſia, for ſabres and poinards. 


The 27th, we travelled from Koom, five 


agatz to Kaſſim-abbat, a conſiderable vi. 
lage, where we lodged. The weather non 

began to be ſo hot, that we could travd 

only in the morning and evening. 


On the 28th, after travelling ſix agatz, 
we came to Sinnbzyn, another village 
Here our huntſman caught a Porcupine 
and brought it home alive. 

March iſt, we arrived at a place called 


Kaſhan, fix agatz from the former. At 


ſome diſtance, we were met by the doroga, 
or judge, attended by about fifty horſemen, 
He came to ſalute the ambaſſador, and con- 


| ducted him to his lodgings. The houſe be- 


longed to the Shach, and was pleaſantly 
ſituated in the middle of a fine garden, 


planted with Various kinds of fruit trees. 


Kaſhan 
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brit Kaſhan is a large and populous city. It 

ace is fituated in a fertile plain, which ſecures 

w olf plenty of all neceſſaries, and contains ſeve - 

m ih ral well built moſques and cara vanſeries. 

ade The market-place is well furniſhed with 
merchandiſe of different kinds. The com- 

„fire mon manufactures of Perſia are found 

> vil here, viz. ſilk and cotton ſtuffs, carpets, be- 


Iſides ſome other articles, which make this 

a place of conſiderable trade, 
This city is much peſtered with: ſcor= 

pions, eſpecially the black kind, reckoned 


now 
rave 


gatz, 
lage. the moſt. venemous. Their ſting proves 
pine, mortal in a few days, nay, even hours, if 


proper remedies be not applied. The cure 
alled uſed by the Perſians is, to anoint the wound 

At with the oil of theſe animals, extracted by 
roza, frying. Of this oil they have generally 
men. Ia quantity in reſerve. If it is wanting, 


con- they bruiſe any ſcorpion, and apply it to 
e be- the part affected. Either of theſe reme- 
antly dies, taken in due time, ſeldom fail of ſuc- 
rden, ceſs. The Perſians have ſuch a dread of 
es. IIcheeſe creatures, that, when provoked by a- 
han You I. | Oo TOE 
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ny perſon, they wiſh a Kaſhan ſcorpion 
may ſting him. They are the more ter. 
rible, as few houfes are free from them; 
for moſt of the floors being of earth, 
and covered with carpets or mats, be- 


low theſe the ſcorpions find or make holes 
for themſelves, where they lurk unſeen, 
They do not, indeed, often hurt, unlek 
touched ſuddenly. It is adviſeable for al 


travellers to examine diligently the place 
where they are to ſleep, before they go 
to bed. As the ſcorpion is well known, 
it will be unneceflary to ſay any more of 
it. 6 | 

The 5th, we reached Deakin five 2 
gatz from Kaſhan. The weather was very 
hot. At this place I ſaw a creature called 


. the ſtellio, or tarantula, and by the.Perſiaw 


inkureck. It is in ſhape and ſize ſomewhat 
like a large ſpider, but overgrown with 
hair. I was informed that it neither ſtings 
nor bites, but drops its venom upon the 


kin, which is of ſuch a nature that it im- 


mediately penetrates into the body, and 
cauſes 
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cauſes dreadful Foie ; ſuch as giddi- 
neſs of the head, a violent pain in the ſto- 


mach, and a lethargic ſtupifaction. The 
remedy, às in the former caſe, is the appli- 
cation of the ſame animal, when bruiſed, to | 
the part, by which the poiſon is extracted. 
They alſo make the patient drink abun- 
dance of ſweet milk, after which he is put 
in a kind of tray, ſuſpended by ropes fixed 
in the four corners; it is turned round till 
the ropes are twiſted hard together ; and, 
when let go at once, the untwining cauſes | 
the baſket to run round, with a quick mo- 
tion, which forces the patient to vomit. 


They alſo make them dance to muſical 


inflruments, which the ſick perſon ſome=- 
WT times does, of his own accord, till he drops 
down upon the ſpot. One of theſe terrible 
creatures happened to fall out of the ciel- 
ing upon my hand, as ] was going one 
night to bed ; I ſhook it off inftantaneouſ- 
ly, without receiving the leaſt harm. E— 
very thing near was moved, and ſearched 
for it, but to no purpoſe, there being many 
holes 
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holes in the floor. It may eaſily be ima, 


gined that apprehenſion would Prevent my 


ſleeping much that night. ; 195 
The 6th, we travelled five or ſix 4800 

to Kaltabbatt ; and the next day five, 

to Nattanee, a ſmall town ſituated under 


Tome high mountains. Here the. Shach 


has a pretty little palace, with gardens, 


fountains of fine water, and caſcades, 
We lodged in the palace. The Jackal 


were ſo bold, that they howled un- 
der the windows all the night long, and 
carried off ſome of our poultry. On the 
top of a mountain, near this place, ſtand; 


a high tower, built by Shach My which 


is ſeen at a great diſtance, 


The $th, we left Nattanee, and i in three] 


hours paſſed a fine houſe, with gardens, 


built by Shach Abbaſs, and ſituated by it- 


ſelf in a pleaſant plain. About three hours 


after, we came to Tutrin, an old caravan- 


ſery, where we lodged. The heat increaſed 


daily as we advanced to the ſouth. The 
f geh, we reached Ruck, eight agatz diſtant 


from 
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rom Tutrin, and four hours en n 
the city of Iſpahan. Bd | | 

The 1oth, being the vernal equinox, 
hen the new year commences among the 
perſians, we halted all day. In the even- 
ng, thirty fine horſes, with rich furniture, 
were ſent from the Shach's ſtables to the 
\mbaſſador, Some of the bridles were or- 
Pamented with gold, others with ſilver. 


hown to the ambaſſador. They were led 
nto a court-yard, and let looſe upon a 
yoat ; but, inſtead of the goat, they ran at 
ome of our people, who narrowly eſcaped, 
by getting into a houſe, and ſhutting the 
doors, It ſeems the ſight of ſo many ſtran- 
gers had frightened them; for the keeper 
himfelf with difficulty chained them, and 
dne of them even bit his hand. | 

The 11th, we advanced two agatz, to 
Davilett-abbatt, a village. 
On the morning of the 13th, the May- 


mander Baſha, or chief conduQor, arrived 
with 


Two lions were brought by a Perſian to be 
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long 
urn 


with many attendants.” In the evening x 
mounted, and, being accompanied with 
numerous train of courtiers, and other pec 
ple, we travelled two agatz to the ſuburl 
of the city, where we lodged in a palag 
called Tuchtzy, belonging to the Shach. 
The 14th, in the morning, came a nun 
ber of horſes ſufficient for the ambaſſada 
and all his train; this being the day ap- 
pointed for our li entry. 
About noon, the Maymander Baſha re-if 
turned, to conduct the ambaſſador to hi 
| lodgings i in the city. He was attended by 
many perſons of diſtinction. 

After noon, we mounted, and entered 
the city. We paſſed through many ſtreen 
crowded with ſpectators, as were allo the 
tops of the houſes, It was ſaid that the 
Sophy himſelf was at a window, incognita 
with ſome of his ladies. Curioſity had cau- 
ſed ſuch a crowd, that, had not the wa) 
been cleared by the Perſian guards, | 


would have been impoſſible for us ro pal 
along. 
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long. At laſt, we reached the end of our 
durney; a noble palace, in the middle of 
e city, with a garden, three courrs, and 
ur partments ſufficient ou the Fainbaflador and 


ala Ill his retinue. 
The Order of the Entry. 


An officer. 
Three dragroons. 
A kettle- drum. 
Four trumpets. 
hirty dragoons, three a-breaſt, with drawn 
Swords. 
ix ſpare horſes, with ſumptuous trappings, 
The ſteward. 
Twelve footmen. 
Two pages. 
Three footmen. 
Two interpreters. 
Two hey-dukes in Hungarian habits. 


The 


BUS 


A Jo URNET 


HBaſha, and interpreter. 


The prieſt and one gentleman. 


Myſelf and one gentleman. 
Two clerks. 
Faulconers, huntſmen, &c. 


* 


nl 
5 The ambaſſador, with the maymande 


1 


\ * 
9 


71 | 


adet 
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Occurrences during our Stay at 75 
| pahan. | | 


4 HE 1 5th, the agents of the Engliſh 
and Dutch factories, viz. Mr Coppin 
the Engliſh agent, ſent Mefficurs Barſon 
nd Reynardſon, the Dutch agent likewiſe 
ſent two gentlemen of their es ene to 

ſalute the ambaſſador. 

The 16th, the Maymander Bala invited 
the ambaſſador to an audience of the Etma- 
Aowlett, or prime miniſter, which he would 
not comply with, till he had an audience 
of the Shach, and delivered his credentials, 


though it is uſual firſt to take. an audience 
Vole ke EY of 


ee 
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of that miniſter. This day 1 viſired the 
Engliſh factory, where I met with a friend 
Ty reception. 


On the 27th was a great fall of rain, 


ſuch as had not been at Iſpahan for ſeva 


years: It was the cauſe of great joy in thi 


ſultry dry climate, though to me it ſeem 


nothing extraordinary, 

April: 1ſt, I went to Julffa to 0 a frienl 
accompanicd by Mr Batſon. It is a latg 
place in the ſuburbs, inhabited by Arme 
nians, who have the free exerciſe of the 
Chriſtian religion. On the roth, I dind 
at the Dutch houſe, the weather very hot. 

May 4th, the ceremonial part of the am 
baſſador's introduction to the Shach bein 


previouſly agreed on, he was this day t 
have his firſt audience. In the mornin 


horſes were ſent from the King's ſtable 


all of them magnificently equipped, wii 


grooms. to attend them; many of the fad- 
dles and bridles were — with gol 


and ſilver, 


We 
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71 
1 the We marched in the ſame order as at our 
iend entry above mentioned, only the dragoons 


ad not their ſwords drawn. After paſſing 


ranWhrough ſeveral ſtreets, we came to rhe 
evelfreat market place, called Bazar, and then 
| tho a gate called Alla-capy, i. e. God's-gate, | 
e med here we diſmounted. Acroſs this gate is 


hung a chain, and none are permitted to 
enter on horſeback except the Shach him 
ſelf, We walked through the guards, 
frawn up on each ſide, to an inner court, 
and thence to an arched gate, ſurrounded 
ith benches, and ſpread with carpets. 
Mere the ambaſſador was deſired to ſit 
down till the Shach was ready to receive 
im. We waited at-leaft two hours, du- 
ring which time, all the miniſters of ſtate, 
and officers of the houſehold, paſſed us in 
great ſtate; after them came a large ele- 
Wphant, mounted by his keeper, and adorned | 
with gold and ſilver ſtuff ; then two large | 
lions, led by their keepers with chains of 
maſſy gold. 1 

When 


116 171 


When this parade was over, an officer in, 
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formed the ambaſſador that the Shach wait 


ed for him: Whereupon, proceeding imme. 
diately through the gate, we entered a ſpe 


cious garden. The firſt thing that preſent 


ed, was a noble view of twenty horſq 
ſtanding in a row, richly, capariſoned, has 
ving all their ſaddles and bridles ornament 
ed with gold and ſilver, and ſome of then 
ſet with ſaphires, emeralds, and other pre 
cious. ſtones, of great value; the horls 
were all tied to a rope fixed to the ground 
_ at the extremities, by a ſtake of gold, nen 
which lay a mallet of the ſame metal fa 
driving it, according to the cuſtom of Pet: 
fia; the hind-feet were alſo faſtened to! 
rope, to prevent kicking ; this is an excel. 
Tent precaution, for, tho' they were all ſtonel 
horſes, they could neither hurt one another, 
nor any thing elſe ; the chaigs that bound 
their hind-feet, with the ſtakes, and mallets 
were alſo of gold. The Perſian horſes ar 
well managed, neither do I think them { 
vicious as thoſe in Europe ; whether they 
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are naturally more gentle I ſhall not de- 


wain termine, perhaps it is intirely owing to the 
1me- milder treatment of their grooms, At each 
ſpe end of the row ſtood a large veſlel of gold 
ſent full of water, for the. horſes to drink. 
ore Approaching nearer to the hall of, audi- 
ba ence, we paſſed the two lions, chained to 
jene ground, one on each fide of the paſſage; 
hen near them were placed two baſons of gold, 
refilled with water for drink; next to the 
orſa lions ſtood the elephant, with his Keeper on 


Whis back. As the ambaſſador paſſed; both 
the lions couched, and the elephant bent 
Ihis fore-knee, at a word pronounced by 
the Keepers. | 

| We now turned to the left, and had a full 


to 1 
cel view of the hall of audience, about an hun- 
ond dred yards diſtant. It ſeemed: to ſtand by 


itſelk in the middle of the garden; it is 


und indeed contiguous to the ſeraglio on the 
led fouth, but is quite open to the north. Be- 
au fore the entry is a large fountain of pure 


water, which TR upward 1n three pipes, 
- and 
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and falls into a baſon filled with roſes, jel. 


ſamine, and many other fine flowers. 
When we came to the ſtair, we were de. 
ſired 40 put off our ſlippers, and our ſervant 
were no further admitted. The ambaſſadey 
only and fix of his retinue (among whon 
I was) entered the hall. Me aſcended by 
eight ſteps of marble, the whole breadth 
of the hall. From the roof hung a canvas 
which was ſtretched out over the ſtair, and 
ſhaded the whole inſide of the edifice, The 
hall is a ſpacious ſquare building, with 1 


terrace roof; the cieling is very magnifi- 


eent, being all arched, and ſet with mir- 
rors of different magnitudes till within 
three feet of the floor, which is quite co- 
vered with ſilk carpets, interwoven with 
branches and foliage of gold and ſilver. ln 
the middle were two baſons, into which ſe 
veral pipes, each about eight feet high 
ſpouted water, which, falling upon roſe 
and other flowers, has a fine effect ot 
a hot day. The farther end of the hall i 
a ſemicircle ; here ſat the Shach upon 2? 

„„ ſofa, 
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ſofa, raiſed about a foot from the floor, 
hich was elevated four ſteps above tlie 
reſt of the hall: He was attended by twenty 
eunuchs; one carried his ſabre, another his 
Pow, a third the quiver with arrows, a 
fourth the calianne, or tobacco- pipe; os that 
each had his office of ſtate, ; 
The ambaſſador was received in the hall 
by the maſter of the ceremonies, called Iſh- 
aggan Baſha, to be by him introduced to 
the Shach, He continued ſitting upon his 
ſofa, with his legs acroſs, while all his mi- 
niſters of ſtate ſtood in their places, cloth- 
ed magnificently in their robes; which 
they never wear except on ſolemn days; 
and, when theſe are over, they leave them 
in a wardrobe at court, appointed for keep- 
Ing them. I muſt confeſs the appearance [= 
was very ſplendid, and put me in mind of 
de accounts left us by the ancients, of the 
magnificence of the Kings of Perſia. 
At our entry into the hall, we were ſtop- 
ped about three minutes at the firſt foun- 
tain, in order to raiſe the greater reſpect ; 
the 
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the pipes were contrived to play ſo high 
that the water fell into the baſon like | 
thick rain; nothing could be'diſcovered fo 
ſome time, and the Shach himſelf appeard 
as in a fog. While we moved forward, e 
very thing was as ſtill as death; the mz 
ſter of the ceremonies took the atabaſſadg 
by the arm, and conducted him within ſi 
yards of the throne, who offering to ad 
vance, in order to deliver his credenti: 
was prevented by the Etmadowlett, or print 
miniſter ; this miniſter received the creden: 
tials, and laid them before the Shach, wii 
touched them with his hand, as a mark 
reſpect. This part of the ceremony hal 
been very difficult to adjuſt 3 for the am 
baſſador inſiſted on delivering his lettet 
into the Shach's own hands; the Perf 
miniſters, on the. other hand, affirme 
that their Kings never received letters dr 
rectly from the ambaſſadors of the rent 
Emperors on earth. 
Ihe ambaſſador now made a torr 
which the Sophy anſwered, through 
P 8 = 
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i 'tmadowlett, in very obliging terms. He 
nen inquired after his Czariſh Majeſty's 
d (ol -21th, and aſked ſeveral queſtions about 
cara: > Swediſh war, and whether the ambaſ- : 
ador had ſuffered any hardſhips on the 
mig dad during ſo long a journey? To all 
ada nich he returned anſwers ſuitable to the 
dccaſion. At laſt he was deſired to take his 
eat, to which he was led by the maſter of 
he ceremonies : It was about a foot high, 
nd placed at the diſtance of ten yards from 
eden Ine King. ittle behind the ambaſſador 
were placed His attendants, on ſeats nearly 
f the ſame height. During all this cere- 
wony, muſic played, conſiſting of a variety 
df inſtruments, which are not unharmoni- 
lettaſdus, and the mufti, or high prieſt, read, 
vithout intermiſſion, chapters of the Koran. 
ir mel Before the ambaſſador was ſeated, the 
rs (preſents from his Czariſh Majeſty to the 
reatel Pophy, carried by fifty men, were brought 
oo the entry, and received by the proper 
peechofficers: They conſiſted of ſables, and other 
gh Wh. valuable furs, falcons, a variety of fine tea, 


Etmrl Vor. | Ky muſical 
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3 . gold watches ſet in "dig 
monds, . | i 
© As ſoon as the e had 1 buf 
ſeat, all the miniſters of ſtate ſat down q 
their hams, on both ſides. of the hall, uf 
rows; for none are allowed to fit crok 
legged in preſence of the Sophy. 
There was now placed before the com 
' Pany little tables, on which were ſet af 
kinds of ſweat-meats and confections; ant 
before the ambaſſador was laid a golde 
calianne, or tobacco-pipe, which the Pet 


ſians reckon an high inſtance of reſpect. 1 
The muſic continued playing, and t ilfe 
mufti ſtill continued reading; but even fow 
thing elſe was very ſilent. Several meſſag The 
paſſed between the King and the ambaſſ chir 
dor, by means of the maſter of zhe*erems whi 
nies, and our interpreter, The King ſpokeiiſthe 
the Perſian language, and the amba{ladoW@wit! 
the Ruthan, while the other two uſed fag: 
Turkiſh, cuſt 
In the mean time, ſome pure water, willWn2p' 

a bit of ice in it, was brought in golden“ b. che 


bolt 


a 


% 


ons to drink. About an hour after, vie- 


vn o arge ſquare baſkets. Firſt the Shach was 
ll, Mrrred, and next the ambaſſador with his 
croſ eunue; then all the officers of ſtate that 


at in the hall. The grand ſteward of the 
ouſehold waited on the King, and his aſ- 
iſtants on the reſt of the company, accord- 


garden. 


iflerent kinds of rice boiled with butter, 
owls, mutton, boiled and roaſted lamb. 
The whole was ſerved in large gold or 
china diſhes, and placed in the baſkets, 
which ſtood on a long cloth ſpread above 
the carpet. The diſhes were interſperſed 
flado with faucers filled with aromatic herbs, 
d e ſugar, and vinegar. But, according to the 

cuſtom of the country, we had neither 
wih napkius, ſpoons, knives, nor forks; for 
en ba che Shach himſelf eat with his fingers, and 
: {ons | +” Ovary 
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The entertainment conſiſted moſtly of 


* 


Pants, who carried them on their heads, in 


Ing to their different ranks. At the ſame 
time our ſervants were entertained in the 
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every one followed his example. Then 
were indeed, beſides the common brea 
ſome very large thin cakes, which we uſe 
| inſtead of napkins, to wipe our fingen 
They are made of wheat-flour ; the Pe 
ſians ſometimes eat them; they are nd 
diſagreeable. Our drink was ſherbet, and 
water cooled with ice. Formerly it v 
uſual, on ſuch occaſions, to drink win 
and have women to dance and ſing. Bu 
the preſent Sophy, being a ſober and d 
vout prince, thought it proper to aboliſh 
cuſtom productive of ſo many indecencia 
and directly contrary to the rules of tht 
Koran. We had therefore only men tt 
ſing, and no dancing. | 

The ambaſſador, 101 all the gentleme | 
Who were admitted into the hall, continue 
with their heads. covered during all tht 
time of the audience. They only, on en 
tering the royal preſence, uncovered onc 
and bowed to his majeſty. 

When the entertainment was over, ti 


ambaſſador took his leave, and returned i 
; 1 
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his lodgings, conducted by the Mayman- 
der Baſha, in the ſame manner as in the 
WW morning. The ſtreets were lined with the 
Sophy's guards to prevent any inconveni- 
ence from the vaſt crowds of people. 
> nd The ſame evening the Shach ſent a pre- 
„ an {ent to the ambaſſador of the golden cali- 
anne he had uſed at court; it was neatly 
win wrought in filigree, and valued at forty or 
Bull fifty pounds Sterling; alſo twenty large 
W diſhes of ſolid gold, filled with variety of 
ſweet-meats, Thoſe who brought them 
ncieſf returned immediately, leaving the plate; 
which remained at the ambaſſador's lodg- 
en . ings above fix weeks. All this time it was 
uncertain whether ſuch a valuable treaſure 
lemei was forgot, or intended as a preſent. The 
nu diſhes however were at laſt demanded, and 
11 t delivered. They weighed about thirty 
n en pounds a-piece, but were of mean work- 
once manſhip, being all beat out with a hammer. 
From this, and many ſimilar inſtances, 
„ th ſome conception may be formed of the 
ed tt immenſe 
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The Shach's name is Huſtkin; he is 2. 
bout thirty years of age, of a middle ſta 
ture, open countenance, and has a ſhor 

black beard. It is ſaid his legs are remark. 
| ably ſhort, in proportion to his body, Hz 
is very good natured, and of a beneficent 

diſpoſition. He has ſeveral children by 
different ladies. Tachmaz the oldeſt, a 
preſent in his minority, ſeldom appears out 
of the Haram. Huſſein himſelf, though 
prince adorned with many virtues, yet be- 
ing educated in the Haram among the wo- 
men, is little acquainted with the world 
and leaves the management of the empire 
wholly to his miniſters : In them he place 
an entire confidence; and they, in thei 
turn, perſuade him that it is-below his dig- 
nity to attend to any public affairs what 
ever. At this very time there was a formi- 
dable rebellion begun at Chandahar, 
ſtrong town on the borders of India, by 


Mery-Mahmut, an e and pow- 
erful 
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erful chief, 1 took. advantage. of the 
weakneſs of the preſent adminiſtration. _ . 
The Perſian miniſtry neglected and deſ- 
piſed theſe rebels, threatening, in their tile, 
to ſend ſome troops to cut them all to pie- 
ces. Time hath ſhown the- vanity of theſe 
high words. I muſt obſerve that they 
wanted neither men nor money; but their 
ſoldiers were undiſciplined, and, above all, 
Whey had no officers of ſufficient abilities to 
command them, 
The 9th of May, the e e had his 
firſt audience of the Etmadowlett. We 
ere conducted in the ſame manner as 
when we went to court. The entertain- 
ment was likewiſe of the ſame kind, but 
much more magnificent. The palace was 
grand, and had a fine garden adjoining. 
The Etmadowlett, whoſe name is Phataly- 
chan, was by birth a Georgian, of Chriſtian 
parents, but educated in the ſeraglio. He 
lis a tall well- ſhaped man, of a friendly aſ- 
pect, and a great favourite of the Sophy. 
After we returned home, the Etmadowlett 
ſent 


# {6 
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ſent the ambaſſador a preſent of a fine 
horſe, with a ſaddle and bridle, rich) 
mounted, after the Perſian faſhion, and 
gold calianne, little inferior to that given 
by the Shach. It was reported that no fo 
reign ambaſſador had ever been treate 
with ſo much reſpect. 
The 11th, the bo had a Went 
audience of the Sophy, at the ſame pala rue 
as formerly, called Tavalea Telear, i. e. fi Muir 
palace near the ſtables; it was very ſhort, 
and no entertainment was given. Nen 
day he received from the Shach a preſen 
of ſome excellent Sherras wine, and a goll 
bottle, that contained about two quarts 
with a ſmall cup of the ſame metal. 
On the 15th, the ambaſſador had a { 
cond audience of the Etmadowlett, relating 
to the ſubject of the embaſſy. 
Three days after, the Hackim Baſha, ot 
chief phyſician, ſent me an invitation t0 


viſit him. He received me in a very cout: 
teous obliging manner; and detained mt 
above two hours, talking on different ſub 
Jes, 
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iects. He told me, that the phyſiciaris in 
Perſia made vegetables, and their virtues; 
their chief ſtudy ; they dealt but little in 
W minerals and chemical preparations. Then 
he aſked me whether the European phyſi- 
[cians admitted opium in their preſcriptions? 
told him they did with great ſucceſs. To 
which he replied, that the qualities of that 
drug were known to very few. He in- 
quired whence tea came? how it ſhould 
be made ? and what were its virtues ? All 
which I anſwered to his ſatisfaction. Henee 
Wt is evident that the Perſians have no cor- 
eſpondence nor commerce with the Chi- 
ſe. The phyſician is an elderly man, of 
W grave deportment, and might paſs for a 
odcr any where. On taking my leave, 
e told me he was ſorry he could not con- 
perle with me but by means of an inter- 
Preter, which was tedious | and . | 
able, 
The ſame day the Dutch commiſſary, 
yn-heer Vonkettler, made his public en- b 
ty at Iſpahan, as envoy from the gover- 
Vox. I. nour 
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nour of Batavia to the Shach of Perſia. He 
was preceded by ſix elephants, ſent as 
preſent to the King by the governour. H: 


had a numerous retinue, and was attendeli 
by ſeveral gentlemen, and made as grand 


an appearance as if he had been a miniſte 
from any court of Europe. He took up 
his lodgings at the Dutch factory. M 
Kettler told me, that he was born in Cour: 
land; that, in his youth, he inliſted a8 
ſoldier in the ſervice of the Dutch Eaſt-[n 
dia company; by his uncommon abilitia 
he had raiſed himſelf from that low ſitur 
tion to the honourable place he nov 
Held. | . 

The following day Mr Kettler ſent two 
of his retinue to compliment our ambaſlx 
dor: And, both our gentlemen being in. 
. diſpoſed, I was ſent next wy to return the 
compliment, 0 


The 28th, 1 dined at the Dutch houk | 


where we had a grand entertainment. 
June 2d, the ambaſſador intended to gt 
a hunting, and to take a view of the cout 
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from court, deſiring him to delay it till an- 
other opportunity; for the Shach had : 


ndeihoitched on that day to viſit a country- 
rand ouſe, in company with his ladies; on 
nistet nich occaſions it is death for any one to 
k be ſeen near the place where the court paſ- 
_ Mis. To prevent accidental tranſgreſſions 
zou in this reſpe&, a eryer is. previouſly deſ- 
4 patched to warn the inhabitants, who pro- 
ſt- Ia claims through the ſtreets, and along the 
ilite road, that nobody, under pain of death, 


ſhall appear either in the way, or from any 
houſe near it, by which his majeſty and 
the ladies are to march. The Shach rides 
on horſeback, attended only by eunuchs. 
The ladies are mounted aſtride, ſome on 
horſes, others on mules and aſſes. They 
are all veiled with white muſlin, ſo that 
nothing can be ſeen of them but the eyes 
and noſe. 
| The Perſians tell a W ſtory 5 
Shach Abbaſs's behaviour on an occaſion 
of this nature. The Shach at a certain 
„ time 


try about Iſpahan. | But an officer came 
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time was 1 along, attended by his con 
cubines, when he happened to meet a pod 
country- fellow upon the road, He wy 
immediately brought before the King, and 
expecting inſtant death, fell on his knee 
moſt ſubmiſſively begging pardon for þ 
heinous an offence, and pleaded ignorang 
in his excuſe, having neither ſeen nor heal 
of any cryer. The prince was pleaſed wil 
the ſimplicity and innocence'of the peas 
ſant, ordered him to take courage, and al 
the ladies to unveil ; then defired him u 
pick out any of his concubines he like 
beſt, and he ſhould have her for a wits 
This treatment diſpelled his fear; he pitch 
ed on one that pleaſed him moſt. Th: 
Shach approved ſo much of his taſte that he 
carried him to court, where he n becamt 
a great favourite. 


The 9th, I dined at the Engliſh faQory, 
wliexa Mr Coppin, and the other gentle 


men belonging to the company, receivel 
me in the moſt friendly manner. The da 
was very hot, and in the evening we ſup 


ped 
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ed near a fountain in the garden. On a 
ſudden we felt a guſt of wind, as hot as if 

t had come from the mouth of an oven. . 
It was ſoon, over without any bad effect. 
ut 1 was informed that theſe hot winds 


re very dangerous, in travelling over the 
and eſerts, and often kill people immediately. 
ea he only reſource, on perceiving them co- 


ming, is to fall down flat, with the face to 
he ground, and continue in that poſture ; 
till they are gone. 

On the 12th, the ambaſſador had a third 
audience of the Shach at Farrabbatt, a coun= 
try-houſe near the city. It is an extremely 
pleaſant place, adorned with gardens, foun- 

tains, and caſcades, ſurrounded with parks 

for. all kinds of game, While we were at 

ſupper on the terrace, we had a ſqual of 
wind, which almoſt carried away every 


toni ching, and actually ſwept off the thin Broad 
ntl cakes, which the 1 e inſtead of 
vel napkins. — | 


The 16th, Monſieur Ricard, * I 
mentioned at Tauris, and twelve miſſiona- 
ries 


71 


urb 
bol 
un 
hen 
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ries of different orders, were invited to din 
with the ambaſſador, Several of thei 
gentlemen had been long in India and I. 
thiopia, which rendered their converſatin = 
very entertaining. ag; 
_ The 21ſt, the ambaſſador was invited tt ; 2 
dinner by the devettar, or keeper of thy 
great ſeal and ſtand;ſh. Here, as in all o 
ther countries, this is an office of grei 
truſt. We were entertained with mor 
magnificence than by the prime miniſter 
or even at court. Soon after we entered, 
there were ſerved up a great variety ( 
ſweet-meats, and all kinds of fruit that the 
climate afforded. Coffee and ſherbet wel 
carried about by turns, We were place 
croſs-legged on the carpets, except the am 
baſſador, who had a ſeat, During this pat 


ures 
eeth 
vent 


of the feaſt we were entertained with vo 220 
cal and inſtrumental muſic, dancing boyz brou 
tumblers, puppets, and juglers: : All the . 
perfor mers executed their parts with prell 8 
dexterity, Two of them counterfelt ap 


ing a quarrel, one beat off the otheri 
- turbal 


— 
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11 1. 
urban with his ga out of which 3 
bout fifteen or twenty large ſerpents, which 
Fun or crawled about the room. One of 
hem came towards me, with great ſpeed, 
which ſoon obliged me to quit my place. 
Dn ſeeing us. alarmed, they told us the crea- 
ures were altogether inoffenſive, as their 
eeth had been all drawn out. The fellow 
vent about the room and gathered them a- 


ed 
" the 
ill 6+ 


rea! 

S gain into his turban, like ſo many eels. 
mon r . ES 
n he victuals were now ſerved in a neat 
el | 5 


and elegant manner. Every thing was 
ell dreſſed in the Perſian faſhion. Our 
Post was very cheerful, and contributed e- 
very thing in his power to pleaſe his gueſts. 
le excuſed himſelf bandſomely enough for 
not having wine, as it was not wen uſed 
pt court. ; | 
On the ;2 2d, the Nen Baſha 
brought a meſſage ſrom the Shach to the 
ambaſſador, intimating, that the buſineſs of 
his embaſſy being now finiſhed, he might 
chooſe his own time to depart. This was 
not very agreeable news to the ambaſſador, 
who 


ered 
7 
t the 
werl 
lace 
al. 
pan 
1 vo⸗ 
boys 
| the 
great 
rfelts 
her 
1rbat 
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who alledged, that, before he could pt 
cure ſhipping, to tranſport him to Aſtez 
chan, the ſeaſon would be far advance 
and oblige him to winter in ſome mt f 
Perſia. „„ 
July 1K, the Shach ſent the ambaſſadg 
and the principal. parts of his retinue, wht 
the Perſians call the kalatt. It conſiſts d 
a tunic, a long rob of gold and ſilver ful 
a ſaſh and turban, and ſome pieces of Pet 
ſian ſilk, whereof about ten or a dozen fil 
to my ſhare. The whole value was 0 
conſiderable; but the Shach beftows thi 
mark of favour to all foreign miniſters who 
come on friendly errands. On this occt 
ſion he ſent the ambaſſador, in particular, 
preſent of two fine horſes from his own 
ſtables, _ by, 

The 3d, the ber had his ſta au- 
dience of the Shach, at a palace in the ci: 
ty; when he received an anſwer to th6 
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_ Czar's letter, and immediately took leave 
Randing, without further ceremony. 
The 
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The 8th, the Shach ſent the ambaſſador 
other preſent, conſiſting of an elephant, 
wo lions, two leopards, ſix monkeys of 
ferent kinds, three parrots,'two white and 

e green, three fine horſes, and an Indian 
rd, called myana ; it is in colour, ſhape, 
d ſize, like a black-bird; and 4 in a 
r fine note. | 

Auguſt the 3d, we began to prepare for 

r journey homeward, which took up ' 
uch time. The 18th, we removed from 
r lodgings in the city to a houſe belong- 
> to the Shach, in the northern ſuburbs, 
led Tauchtzy. 

The 26th, I took leave of my friend Mr | 
oppin, who ſet out this day on his jour- 
y to England, by way of Aleppo. The 
neliſh factory at Iſpahan are very well 
Fuated in the middle of the city, have a 


rt o 


n fel 


8 nd 


t au- 
E ci⸗ 
5 the 


acious garden adjoining, and are ſeparated 
om the reſt of the town by a wall. Moſt 
the great houſes in the city are ſurroun- 
d in the ſame manner, which renders it 
ry extenſive. 


E Ot h, 8 Iſpahan 


leave 


The 


\ 


Iſpahan is ſituated nearly in thirty-tm 
degrees north latitude, on a fruitful plai 
in the province of Hierack, anciently th 
kingdom of the Parthians. About thr 


or four Engliſh miles diſtant from th 


city, to the ſouth, runs an high ridged 
mountains from eaſt to weſt. Shach A 


| baſs the Great transferred the ſeat of th 


Perſian government from Caſbin to th 


place. 


Iſpahan is plentifully ſupplied with w 


ter from the river Schenderoo, which ru 


between the city and the ſuburbs, keeputl 


its courſe to the north. It riſes near th 
city, and is fordable almoſt every when 


unleſs during great rains, which feldot 
happen. After paſſing this place, its court 
is but ſhort, for it ſoon loſes itſelf in d 
parched plains. Over the Schenderoo thet 
are three ſtately ſtone- bridges in fight 


one another; but the one in the middk 


betwixt the city and that part of the fui 
urbs called Julpha, which terminates til 


ſpacious ſtreet Tzar-bach, far exceeds all 
 Airudu 
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plan 


y Ut 
thre 


tructure of that kind I ever ſaw, It is 
road enough for two carriages and a horſe- 
an to paſs a-breaſt, and has galleries on 
ach ſide, which are covered, for the con- 


1 t cnience of people on foot; and watchmen 
gere ſtationed at each end, to prevent diſor- 
ers. There are few houſes in the town 


rhich have not their chauſes, i. e. ciſterns 
If water, conveyed in pipes from the ri- 
er: A moſt ſalutary and refreſhing cir- 


F th 


) thi 


1 will 


mſtance, in ſuch a dry and ſultry cli- 
1 Tut ate, | Tn, | 0 | 
epi The city is populous, and, as I already 
ar Hbſerved, very extenſive. As moſt of the 
rhe rhabitants have their houſes apart, ſur- 
eldonfounded with gardens, planted with fruit 


-our{Wnd other trees, at a diſtance it appears like 
city in a foreſt, and affords a very agree 
ble proſpect. 


The ſtreets are generally very narrow 


in d 
then 
ght 0 


idle ale, except that leading to the 
ſubſhreat bridge, already mentioned. This 
es Noble ſtreet is very broad and ſtraight, and 


Is an 


ucuri 


ear an Engliſh mile in length, On each 
ſide 
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ſide are the King's palaces, courts of juſti 
and the academies for the education 


youth, with two rows of tall chinar tre 
which afford a fine ſhade, Theſe trel 


| on, 
| have a ſmooth whitiſh bark, and a bro he 
; leaf, like the plane-tree. At certain diſtul han 
4 - ces, there are fountains of water that pl Ti 
19 continually, round which are ſpread c: erſi 
0 pets; and thither the Perſians reſort ene 
995 drink coffee, ſmoke tobacco, and ha ee. 
4 news; which, I muſt confeſs, is very iP me 
ot: greeable 1 in hot weather. | with 
4 About half a mile below the city is a 100 onv 
1 ; plain upon the banks of the river, when he 
4 the Perſians, every evening, exerciſe the! 
WP, horſes in riding, and accuſtom them to th built 
pe 


= diſcharge of fire-arms. They alſo ſhoot 4 
| butts with bows and arrows, and thro 
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blunted darts at one another; at wg 

they 5 very dextrous. 

The city is almoſt quite defenceleſs, hx 

ving only a flight wall round it, built d 

5 mud dried by the ſun, which is broken dow! 
in many places; ſo that, if the army is dt 

featel 
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feated in the field, Iſpahan cannot defend 
ceeif one day; for even all the artillery 1 
av, conſiſted of about twenty braſs can- 
on, which ſtood in the grand court before 
ee palace- gate, and were more for n 5 
Phan real uſe. IS IE: 

The houſes here, as in ner places of 
erſia, are generally built with bricks har- - 
ened by the ſun. The roofs are flat, and 
Wovered with a terrace. They make but 


mean appearance from the ſtreet, though 
within they are neat and clean, and very 
onvenient for the Perſian manner of life. 
The Shach's palaces, the public edifices, and 
the houſes of all perſons of diſtinction, are 
uilt with ſtone, | 5 

As the ſtreets are not paved, when it is 
windy, the city is ſometimes involved in 
ſuch a cloud of duſt, that the ſun is ſcarcely 
iſible. This obliges the inhabitants to 
rater the ſtreets at leaſt every evening. 
Theſe guſts of wind are very diſagreeable; 

but they happen ſeldom, and are of ſhort 
Uration, . | | 


$ 


At 


At Iſpahan are many manufactories of 
ſilk and cotton, and a great many filk 
worms in the neighbourhood; As the con- 
ſumption of ſilk is very conſiderable at thi 
place, little of it is exported. The making 
carpets, however, employs the greatek 
number of hands; for which the demand 


is great, as they are preferable in quality, 


: deſign, and colour, to any made elſewhere = 7 
Ihe fields about the city are very fer- the 
tile, and produce plentiful crops of excel- Mi <0211 
lent wheat and barley ; but then they mult Wi deed 
all be watered, on account of the drynels of v 

of the ſoil, which is a work of labour and The 
expence. Beſides theſe, I ſaw no other ford 
grain. 8 the 

The Perſians tread out hate corn with have 
oxen or aſſes. For this purpoſe, they make Wi fere: 
a circle, about twenty or thirty feet in dia- chie 
meter, on the circumference whereof the Wi beef 
ſheaves are laid. There is a light ſledge or B 
hurdle drawn by the cattle, in which the is At 
driver ſits, and directs them round and the 
round, as often as is neceſſary ; and neu ver) 


{ſheaves 
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ſheaves are always added when the former 
ones are trodden ſufficiently. This opera- 
tion alſo ſoftens the ſtraw, and renders IN 
very good provender. There is no hay in 
perſia; and the beſt horſes are kept in a 
condition for any ſervice by this food, and 
à ſmall quantity of dried barley twice a 
day. 5 | | OTE 
They have flocks of large ſheep, whereof 
me mutton is very good, but the wool 
coarſe. In the province of Karamenia, in- 
deed, they have exceeding fine wool, ſome 
of which I have ſeen little inferior to ſilk. 
Their horned cattle are buffalos, which af- 
ford them milk, and are uſed in plowing 
the ground, and drawing carriages. - Fhe 
have alſo the common kind of cattle of dif- 
terent ſizes. The better ſort of people eat 
chiefly mutton and fowls, but very little 
beef. 5 
Beſides the cattle I have mentioned, there 
$ 1s another kind, having a high riſing upon 


| the ſhoulder, with clean limbs, which are 
very handſome, 


As 


— 


e make uſe of ice to cool their v 


got ſuch quantities, in ſo hot a climate, 2 
are daily ſold in the ſtreets for that pur. 


parts. Among the reſt were a couple of 
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As I have formerly obſerved, ow the 


ter in ſummer, it may be aſked, where ar 


poſe ? I was informed, that there wer 
people who made it their buſineſs to watch 
the froſty nights, in the winter ſeaſon ; on 
which occaſions they went to the moun. 
tains near the city, and threw 'water on 
certain places, which being frozen, | they 
continued to repeat the operation till the 
ice was of convenient thickneſs; then they 
cut it in pieces, and carry it into caves, hewn 
in the rocks, where it is preſerved during 
the ſummer, What they cannot carry off 
before the ſun riſes 1s covered, to defend! it 


from his heat. 
While I remained at Linen; I viſited 
the Shach's aviary. It contains a great va- 


riety of all kinds of birds, many of which 
had come from India, and other foreign 


turkeys, which it ſeems are rare birds in 


Perſia. 


perſia, The place is very neat and ele- 
Want. The aviary is about fifteen feet 
Wizh, and covered with a net-work of 
Wraſs-wire, to prevent the FO Lying a- 
ay. 15 
Proviſions of all kinds are very dear at 
paban, which is ſufficiently apparent from 
he number of poor that go about the 
reets. Nothing, however, is ſo extrava- 
| zantly high as fire- wood. 

The Roman catholics have three con- 


onvents in the ſuburbs of Julpha, which 
4 inhabited by Armenians, who are al- 
Wowed the free exerciſe of their religion. 
There is a conſiderable number of Jews 
n the city, who are either merchants or 
Wncchanics, | 
| In the neighbourhood of the city is a 
tribe of people, called by the Perſians 
iaur, who worſhip fire, being the poſte- 
rity of the ancient inhabitants of this coun- 
Vor. I. 1 try, 
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8 
rents in the city, viz. thoſe of the Carme- 
ites, Capuchins, and Auguſtins. The Je- 
uits and Dominicans have their ſeparate 
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try, who paid divine honours to that «i 

ment. They are a poor indolent race, au (cor 

live in naſty huts, or in tents. They ſpei _ 

. | cr, 

a different language from the Perſhan ls 
have black hair, and are of a ſwarthy con 


plection. They have ſome ſheep and cattle 


cure 


| | F 
but many of them go about the ſtreets by ha 
ging. | = Ti 

About three or four miles to the ſouti 
; 6 that, 
ward of the city, are to be ſeen the ruins i es 
a tower on the top of a mountain, where "AN 
is ſaid Darius fat when Alexander the Cie 
fought the ſecond battle with the Perſian 98 
IJ was alſo told, that, about two days jou 2 
ney from Iſpahan, are diſtinguiſhable i. - _ 
remains of the tomb of Queen Eſther, if 3 
. e be gi 
lady celebrated in holy writ for many vw "Ras 
tues, Theſe, and many other places, Ii 
tended to have examined on the ſpot, 0 
was unluckily prevented, for want 
time.. LE 1 | 
While we lay at Tauchtzy, waiting f = 
horſes and camels, two of our ſervant 1. 


were ſtung with ſcorpions ; but were ſoo 
f | cute ; | 


177117. TO ISPAHAN. 147 


W-ured, by timely application of the oil of 
i ſcorpions, prepared after the Perſian man- 
er, without any other remedy. The jack - 
ls made a diſmal howling under our win- 
Wdows every night. 
W 1 have now finiſhed my obſervations on 
Whatever ſeemed - moſt remarkable in and 
W:bout the city of Iſpahan. I ſhall only add, 
chat, among the many lofty and pompous 
Wtitles which this mighty monareh aſſumes, 
tere are ſome very extraordinary; of 
which 1 ſhall mention one, That the 
greateſt kings of the earth may think it 
an honour to drink out of his horſes 
* footſteps.” Several more inſtances might 
W be given, in the Oriental ſtile, fully as ex- 
travagants 


The Shach's Palaces. 


1. Tzel 86000 or that of forty pillars. 
2. Tevela Telear, near the ſtables. 


3. Haſta- 
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3. Haſta-Behaſi, chambers of paradiſe, 
4. Othiat Tallard, near the Haram. 
5. Guldeſta, houſe of eunuchs. 
6. Tauchtzy, at the north entry. 

7. Farrabbatt, ſouth-eaſt from the city 


Perſia is at preſent divided into ſixtes 
provinces, many of them of great exten 
1 ſhall mention their preſent names, au 
under them, thoſe they ſeem to have bor 
among the ancients. 7 


1. Turkomania, 
Great Armenia, 
2, Diarbeck. 
Meſopatamia. 
3. Kurdiſtan, 
Part of Aſſyria. 
4. Hierack Arabee, 
Chaldea, or Babylon. 
5. Hierack Aggemy, 
Region of the Parthians. 


6. Shirval 
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10 
11 


12 


13 
14 
15 


16 


6, Shirvan, 


Hyrcania. 
8. Aftrabatt, 
Margiana. 
9. Uſbeck, 
Bactria. 
10. Koraſſan, 
. 
11. Sableſtan, 
Parapomiſia. 
12. Sigiſtan, 
Drangiana. 
13. Arachoſia. 
14. Machran. | 


15, Karamenia, 


16, Pharſiſtan, 
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Towards the north-weſt _ of the 
Caſpian Sea. 1 
7. Guilan and Meſanderan, 


Reaching to the gulph o of Ormus. 


Old Perſia, whereof Perſepolis was 
the capital city. 
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that the Perſians themſelves know ver 


I have added the ancient names actor: 
ding to the beſt information I could pro. 
cure ; for, under the various revolution 
of this country, the records have been al. 
moſt wholly either loſt or deftroyed : 8 


little of the ancient hiſtory of their coui. 
try. 
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From Iſpaban 4% Shamachy ; oc- 


currences during our lay there. 


EPTEMBER 3 having procured 
horſes and camels, and every thing 
neceſſary, and having alſo got a conductor 


from the Shach, we this day left Iſpahan 


in order to return to Ruſſia. We travelled 
ſhort ſtages along the ſame road by which 
| we came to Iſpahan. Little material hap- 
| pened for a conſiderable time, and I ſhall 
not repeat what I formerly obſerved ; I 


ſhall only take notice, that many of the 
places through which we paſſed were much 


infeſted by ſtrong gangs of highway-men. 
2 


1 
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of September, when we arrived at a villag 


mountains to the north. I mentioned for 


government, and the reſidence of the Per- 
ſian monarchs, There are ſtill to be {cet 
the ruins of many ſtately moſques, palace, 


We were therefore obliged to travel very 
cautiouſly, and to keep our people toge- 
ther near the baggage, but particularly u 
procure a ſafe caravanſery for our lodging, 
The weather continuing very hot, was thi 
reaſon of our making eaſy marches ; ani 
theſe chiefly in the mornings and evening, 
and ſometimes in the night, when it coul 
be done with ſafety. 7 

We travelled in this manner till the 261 


called Arrazant, where we lodged. Next 
day, inſtead of purſuing the ſame route by 
Tauris, we turned to the right, and tocdk 
the road leading to Caſbin and Guilan. 

The 25th, we proceeded five agatz 1 
Membereck ; and the 28th four, to the 
city of Caſpin. This place is ſituated in: 
ſpacious plain, having a ridge of hig 


merly, that Caſbin was once the ſeat 


and 
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and other bile edifices. The city appears 
to have been, in former times, very large 
and flouriſhing, but is now much contract- 
ed and decayed. | EO OR! 
The plague raged here all the preceding 
ſummer, which had almoſt depopulated the 
place: And, although the fury of that 
W contagious diſtemper was much abated, 
people continued to die daily, which made 
us reſolved to remain no longer than was 
abſolutely neceflary, in order to prepare 
things for our journey to Guilan. This 
could not be ſoon accompliſhed at a time 
of ſuch public calamity, - 7 

In the mean time, many of our people 
were ſeized with peſtilential fevers, who 
all recovered but one. He died ſuddenly, 
with the uſual ſymptoms of the plague. I 
and ſeveral of our people were likewiſe ta- 
en with fevers, occaſioned by our being 
dged in houſes where the Perſians had 
? lately died. Theſe circumſtances made 
the ambaſſador reſolve to leave the place 


W at all events, During the time therefore 
Vol I =: U which 


* 
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which we were obliged to wait for horſg 
and camels, we removed out of town aboy 
a mile, to a garden belonging to the Shach 
provided for us by the commandant of th 
city and province. Here we ſet up ou 
tents ; and in this ſituation, by the help d 
free air and good water, our people recs 
vered ſurpriſingly; ſo that, in a ſhort time 
moſt of them were able to ride, another 
gentleman only and myſelf were carried i 
litters between two mules. g 
The 12th of October we ſet, out again 
_ purſuing our journey northward. Alter 
travelling, about two leagues through 1 
plain, we aſcended an high and ſteep moun- 
tain, and, proceeding onward about 
league, came to a ſmall village where ve 
lodged. All the inhabitants had forſaken 
their houſes. Whatever elſe was wanting 
we had here the comfort of pure alt, 
which had ſuch an effect on me, that next 
day I was able to mount on horſeback, 
though, at ſetting out, I was ſcarcely in 5 
\ condit.on 
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ondition to bear the eaſy motion of the lit- 


er. 


ountains for four days, when we arrived 
Wit Menzyly, a little town fituated in a 


We citrons, oranges, olives, beſide grapes and 
ther fruits. Theſe I own were tempting 


| pf us to value them no more than ſloes or 
Wramble berries, Menzyly is governed by 
| a kalentar or judge; it is a pretty romantic 
f place, encompaſſed by high mountains on 
. ſides, which decline to the north, and 
| are covered with graſs. This is a rare ſight 


the Caſpian Sea, it rains at this ſeaſon, al- 
moſt without intermiſſion, for the ſpace of 


neighbouring villages are bred a great 


est and greateſt quantities of raw filk 


made 


We continued our journey, aſcending 
ad deſcending many fteep rocks and 


harming valley; where grow abundance 


pbjets; but ſad experience taught many 


} in Perſia, and is cauſed by the great au- 
Wtumnal rains; for along the ſouth coaſt of 


i ſix weeks or two months. In this and the 


number of ſilk-worms, which produce the 
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n 


3 


ö hs po 
4 wn 


} 


— 


SS 


6% oo 1715 
made in the province of Guilan; fron 
whence it is exported by the Armenia 
merchants, partly through Ruſſia to Hol. 
land, and partly by land to e for the 
Levant trade, 5 

Having ſtaid two days at Menzyly, w 
ſet out again in heavy rains, through deg 


roads, which greatly incommoded our c. 


mels ; for they often ſlipped, and ſome 
times fell down under their burthens 
However, in five days we reached Ref 
the capital of the province of Guilan. 
Reſhd ſtands in a plain, ſurrounded will 
great woods on every fide, about a days 


Journey from the neareſt ſhore of the Cal 


pian Sea, where is a very good harbour fo 
ſhips of ſmall burthen. 

The houles are thinly ſcattered, reſem- 
bling rather a large village than a town, 
As the ground at this place is very flat, the 
inhabitants are obliged to chuſe the dryeſ 
places to build on. In the market place, 
ſaw about eight pieces of cannon, mountel 
on ſorry carriages ; among which was 1 

| \ neal 
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eat braſs field-piece, with the name of that 
noted Prince the Duke of Holſtein Gottorp 
pon it: It ſeems to have been left here 
xccidentally by the ambaſſadors of that 
Duke to the then Shach of Perſia. 

The houſes are mean, in compariſon 


oofs are raiſed and tiled, to carry off the 
great falls of rain. 


X ä R 31 r PP * n n 
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] Neſhd is ſurrounded, renders it very un- 
Wcalthy, eſpecially in the heat of ſummer, 


; lence ; and, although it is a place of the 
f greateſt plenty, the inhabitants look as 
5 alf ſtarved. I was told they were obliged 
- o confine themſelves to a ſcanty diet; that, 
1 f they allowed themſelves the leaſt indul- 


ith butter, they were liable to agues, the 


Wt our people were actually ſeized with 
eſe agues, though none of them proved 


ther 


with thoſe in other parts of Perſia; the 


The marſhes and pools, with which 
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Wence, even ſo far as to eat their rice 


Wcigning diſtemper in this climate, Many 


: mortal, Here, as at the capitals of the o- 
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ful, particularly in rice, which grows plenti 
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ther provinces, we were obliged to rem eff tt 
a conſiderable time, much longer than w Wheric 
inclined : For every province bears the e Gr 
pence of ambaſſadors, from the time thy g dirds, 
arrive at its capital, till they reach the er | wans 
pital of the next province, where freſh ſup : water 
plies of money and cattle are to be proc urin 
red. The obtaining theſe things, and tier" 


rainy weather, detained us in this diſagree Th 
able place. The pools are full of frog 
that chatter like magpies, and make ſuchi 
loud croaking, beſides their chattering, thit 
a perſon cannot fleep till he is accuſtomel 
to that noiſe. 


The country above Reſhd is very fruit 


fully on the marſhy grounds, and is ſufficient 
to ſupply moſt of the other provinces d 
Perſia-; there is alſo plenty of fruit naturl 
to the climate. The Armenians, who ii 
habit Reſhd, make good wine, both rel 
and white; and even in the woods youll 
may ſee the vines, loaden wich cluſters lf 


grapes, twiſting about the trees, which ai 
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Neft to the birds, as they are not worth ga- 
: hering amid ſuch plenty. 

Great flocks of fieldfares, 8 black- 
irds, with vaſt quantities of ſtorks, cranes, 
wans, wild-geeſe, and all other kinds of 
rater-fowl, come hither from the north, 
Juring the winter, and return to the nor- 
hern regions in the ſpring. 1 ts 

W The ſtaple of Guilan is raw filk, of 
Which they make great quantities, both for 
. heir own conſumption and for exporta- 
oon. | 
While we remained at Reſhd, two am- 
aſadors arrived from the Aijuka Chan, 
- Prince of the Kolmuck-Tartars, in their 
d way to Iſpahan. | 
November gth, we left Reſhd, and tra- 
; elled through thick woods to the ſhore, 
f long which we kept to the left, in all a- 
out five agatz, and then lodged i in a ſmall | 


AS De ib DNL Fa Is Y 
i . 


Cͤã ²ĩ²“˙.. nn 7 


tei empiy village. 
yu {he 13th, we proceeded fix agatz to a 
nal town called Keſhker. This day the 


- oad lay through pleaſant woods. At ſome 
ol __ diſtance 
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diſtance from ſea we met with ſome groy : L 
of orange trees, where we found bloſſom L 
ripe and green fruit on the ſame tree. M 
great rains detained us ſome days at Ke 
ker; during which a new Maymander u 
rived from Iſpahan, who arreſted the fu 
mer one for ſome fault he had commit 
on the rode. _ 

The 20th, we travelled from Keſhkerh 
the ſhore three agatz, and halted a little 
then along the ſhore four agatz farther; 


and at midnight reached an empty village 
a diſagreeable circumſtance, after marchiy 
in conſtant rain the whole day, which hi 


rendered the rivers almoſt impaſſable t Tl 
camels. _ No ens, gan. 
From the 2 1ſt to the 27th, we advance marb 
along the ſhore. The roads were ve ward 
good. At laſt we came to a town cal for 
Aſtara, where we halted for refreſhmeni ; good 
There is nothing remarkable about thi ix a 
place, except its pleaſant ſituation. he 
December iſt, we reached Siarakent, day 
large village. And next day Langgat . agair 
ſituated on the ſhore at the mouth of a ll 


vel 
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ver, an agatz diſtant from the former. 
And the 3d to Kyzillagatch, five agatz 
from Langgara. This day we. paſſed a- 
ong ſeveral large bridges, over very deep 
rivers. In great rains, and ſtrong norther- 


ly winds, theſe rivers {well above their 


banks, and; ſpreading to a great extent 
round the bridges, render them impaſ- 
able. . | 
g The 5th, we travelled five agatz to 
N Tzamachava. I was ſurpriſed at the great 
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he ond 


WH ocks of water-fowl near this place: ſo nu- 
| merous were they that one of our people 
Finca eight geeſe at one diſcharge. 

i The 7th, we entered the plains of Mu- 
I gan. I deſcribed what ſeemed moſt re- 
W markable in this deſert, when going ſouth- 
W ward, and ſhall not recapitulate any thing 
] formerly obſerved. The road was very 
good. We lodged at the river Bulgara, 
; [fix agatz from Tzamachava; the water of 


. day we advanced ſeven agatz, and lodged 
gain in tents ; for there are no houſes in 
YO b- " this 


he river is muddy and brackiſh, Next 
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this plain, and only pit water, very brack mY 
A ſand 
On the gth, we travelled: ſeven agatz Mi peſt 
1 ſmall huts, beyond the river Kur Sha. 
which we paſſed on a bridge of boats. M T 
paſſed this river about a day's journey » WM ſicu 
bove this place, in going to Iſpahan, we mer 
I made my remarks upon it. Seven agu was 
from theſe huts ſtands a place called Karsilſſkne: 
kurody, the laſt ſtage in the deſert, When | vock 
we lodged on the 11th. : this « 
The 12th, we arrived at Shamachy, fire WW r<tir 
agatz from the laſt ſtage. Since the tineMiſ-n'v 
we left this place, it had ſuffered grievoul- Goc 
ly by the plague, which raged here all the ner 
preceding ſummer. It was now much - Perl 
bated, though not quite extinguiſhed, TH vi 
was a diſagreeable circumſtance, many d lion; 
our people were ſickly, and two of then Pan 
died of the diſtemper; for the empty plag 
houſes, where the Perſians had died, no- I 
withſtanding every precaution, particularly beca 
ſmoking the walls, ſtill proved infeQious, win 
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I was informed, that about ſeventy thou- 


ack. Wa 
Ty . ſand perſons had been carried off by the 
uu peſtilence within the laſt eight months, in 
ute Shamachy and the province of Shirvan. 
We | | The 15th, my old acquaintance, Mon- 
72 , ſieur Yeiiſky the Dantzicker, whom I for- 
her | merly mentioned, came to viſit me. He 
gat! was ſo altered by ſickneſs that I ſcarce 
ar: | knew him. He told me what diſmal ha- 
her {MW vock the plague had made, particularly in 
his own family. I aſked, why he did not 
fin Wretire to the country for better air? His 
time anſwer was, whither could he fly from 
od God Almighty ! This I find to be the ge- 
| the WY neral opinion of the Mahometans, both 
h + ME Pcrfians and Turks, The ſame day I had 
Tu viſit from Father Backond, the only miſ- 
yd W fionary at preſent in theſe parts, his com- 
ben panion, Father Ricard, being dead of the 


Prague. 


became proper to pitch on ſome place for 
Vvinter- quarters. The terrible peſtilence 
5 which had prevailed ſo long, and with ſuch 
: | deſtruction, 


The ſeaſon being now for advanced, it 
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deftruQion, greatly detered us from chu -I tt 
ſing this place. The ſuperior convenienc | Ruſt! 
however, of it, the preſent abatement of the ſtars. 
| Terk 
| of tl 
kille 
. d ſe 
winter at Shamachy, * | ing, 

January 15th, 1718, the chan came to thou 
town from the country, where he had been With rec 
all the laſt ſummer, Wc, 

The 21ſt, the b er paid the chu Aſtr. 
a viſit, which was returned the 25th. 

Nothing material happened during the 
winter; only we often heard of the bad iWtran! 
ſucceſs of the Shach's forces, which were i 
ſent to Chandahar againſt the rebel Men is e. 
Mahmut, and of many incurſions into the 


plague, and chiefly becaufe a province I 
not obliged to ſupport the expences of an 
ambaſſador till he arrives at the capital 
and ſeveral other reaſons, determined us to 


Perſian provinces, made by the mountain- 
eers who inhabit between the Black and port 
Caſpian Seas. = | Wo of | 

March 1oth, one of our gentlemen, ; 
Monſieur Lopuchin, was ſent away by 


land to Aſtrachan, with an elephant and 
al 
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718 

hu all the horſes. He was eſcorted by thirty 
nes, ö Ruſſian ſoldiers, and ſome Aſtrachan Tar- 
the tars. In his march, between Derbent and 
e it 5 Terky, he was attacked by ſome hundreds 


Wof the mountaineers, called Shaffkalls, who 
6 killed one man and two horſes, and wound- 
Ned ſeveral men and the elephant. Meet- 


mhree of the horſes. The gentleman arrived 
Wife, without any further ER at 


Aſtrachan. 
April 14th, hips, commaniled by Captain 


rranſport the ambaſſador to Aſtrachan. He 
W could not, however, proceed immediately 
to embark, for we were obliged to wait for 
Ian anſwer to an expreſs, which the chan 
7 Thad deſpatched to Iſpahan on affairs of im- 
portance, which did not return till the end 
Jof May. All of us impatiently deſired to 
leave Shamachy before the great heat came 


yon. In the mean time, we diverted our- 
md ſelves with hunting. I went often to ſee 
al the 


Wing, however, with a warm reception, they 
dchought proper to retire, but carried off 


. 


eie wär 
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WRentle, arrived at Niezabatt, in order to 
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718 
the ſilk- worms feeding on mulberry leaf 
The inhabitants were apprehenſive that t 3 
plague would break out again in the ſun 
mer; and we had already buried twenty 
two of our people ſince our arrival on ti 
frontiers of Perſia, 3 
On the night of the eight of May, thenf 5 
was ſuch flaſhes of lightning, as had nl 
happened in the memory of man; thou 
the night was dark, I could plainly fee th g 
cattle in the adjacent fields, by means d 
the coruſcations; the lightning was accons 
panied with dreadful claps of thunder 
which lafted above two hours. 


CHAP, 


* - 4 


TY "on 
| From Shamachy to St Peterſburgh. 


UNE 16th, we left Shamachy, and in 
four days arrived ſafe at Niezabatt, 
Where we found ſhips waiting to receive us. 
On the 21ſt, we began to load the veſſels 
5 with all poſſible deſpatch, which was ſoon : 
© accompliſhed by the aſſiſtance of ſome Ruls 
WT ſoldiers, who had wintered at this place. 
W Since I have mentioned theſe ſoldiers; I 
WT hall briefly relate how * happened to 
de on this coaſt. ' 

| The people of Chiva, a territory (ſee p. 
48. ) caſtward from the Caſpian Sea, having 
. ſeveral 


A Pl 


of the guards, who was appointed to con. 


therefore moored his tranſports, he erectel 


ſeveral times robbed and plundered ſony 
caravans of Ruſſian merchants going to By 
charia, his Czariſh Majeſty determined y 
ſend a ſmall body of regular troops, an 
ſome Coffacks, to demand ſatisfaction fu 
ſuch outrages committed in time of peace 
For this purpoſe, Mr Beckvitz, a captain 


: J; CI i WI nite bo ey FVV 


mand in this expedition, repaired to Att. 
chan, in ſummer 1716, in order to ma 
all the neceſſary preparations againſt nen! | 
ſpring. Having accordingly embarked hi 
men, proviſions, and ammunition, at th 
proper ſeaſon, he ſteered his courſe alon 
the Caſpian Sea, and landed at a place cal 
led Kraſna-vooda, i, e. red water, as ner 
to Chiva as he conveniently could. Thi 
place was barren and uninhabited. Having 


Niet 

wet 
Vith 
Nette 
a ſmall fort to ſecure his retreat, in caſe ot ; the { 
accidents. . | Ito ad 
In the mean time, he ſent a friend! 3 | M 
meſſage to the chan of Chiva, to notify hi W hou! 
arrival, and to deſire that he would furnill : thing 
— hin WW \ 
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: him with proviſions and quarters for his 
ien ; for which he offered to pay ready 
Wnoney. The crafty Tartar returned for 
answer, that he might come to Chiva with 
Hoe greateſt ſafety, where all his demands 
Whould be granted. At the ſame time, ſent 
im a preſent of fruits and freſh proviſions, | 


f and guides to conduct him on the road, 

ccompanied with the higheſt expreſſions. 

r reſpect to his Czariſh Majeſty, Mr 
; Beckvitz having left about three hundred 


nen in the fort, to guard the camp and 
Wproviſions, proceeded with the reſt, and a 


: N field- pieces, towards Chiva. 


W In three or four days he arrived in the 
; neighbourhood of the town, where he was 
Net by ſeveral of the chiefs, who came 
; with compliments from the chan, and to 
3 ſettle matters relative to the cantonment of 
ble ſoldiers. This particular was difficult 
co adjuſt, 
| Mr Beckvitz inſiſted, chil all his men 
1 be quartered in the town, and no- 
| thing but infatuation could have influenced 
Vox. I. on, him 
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him to alter ſo prudent a reſolution, M em 
the Tartars ſtarted many objections again : nd r 
putting it in execution, and pretended thy ; dea 
the chan and themſelves were willing ind 1 
agree to it, but the people were averſe, a | aſs, 
jealous of having ſo many armed my . ay a 
lodged within their walls; and thereſo bmi 
N f th 
= 


they propoſed, as a means of quieting th 
8 minds of the people, that he ſhould ſeparu 


his men, in order to be quartered more cu f pr 


7 1 


pt! 


veniently in the adjacent villages, and thy 
himſelf ſhould have lodgings in the tom 


with a ſufficient guard to attend him. Th 


Nowe 


ente 
motion was ſtrongly oppoſed by all the ol ; Th 
officers, who looked on it as a ftrataget E ars; 
laid for their deſtruction. And ſuch i 
reality it proved in the end. 

Mr Beckvitz, deluded by falſe promi 
at laſt conſented to canton his men. Mi 
ſooner were they divided into ſmall parti b 


1 pn, 

1 hat 
5 Art, 
Wt 6 
How t 


than they were incloſed, and attacked his c. 


great numbers of Tartars, and moſt f cor 
Log *11- . VV 
them ether killed or taken priſoners, wah"'<2a 
were afterwards ſold for ſlaves, A few lere 
then 


. | $3 
a «8 3 1'$ 3 
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em taking the alarm, ſtood to their arms, 


und made a brave defence for ſome time, 


t ; ndeavouring chiefly to regain their camp 
Wd ſhips ; but having a barren deſert to 
; aſs, and the Tartar horſe haraſſing them 
0 ay and night, they were ar laſt obliged to 


| | f the general was the ſole cauſe of all 
E bele misfortunes ; for, being in no want 
0 proviſions or ammunition, had he only 
3 b-nt his men together, the whole combined 


; rented his regaining the camp and ſhipping, 
rs; but they were repulſed by the garri- 


hat had paſſed at Chiva, demoliſhed the 
4 2 ort, reimbarked the men and ſtores, and 
3 t fail for Aſtrachan. The ſeaſon was 
ti F ow too far advanced to gain that port ; 
d Wis circumſtance, together with hard gales 
lt . | 
wh ; Niezabatt, in order to paſs the winter, 
ere they were hoſpitably received by the 


Per- 


W | E 


: Te 
"£2085 
yp 


X . bmit to fatal neceſſity. The imprudence 
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3 jower of theſe Tartars could not have pre- 
The camp was next attacked by the Tar- 


n, which having now intelligence of 


Z 8. contrary winds, obliged them to put into 
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Perſians - and the preſence of the ambaſj, 
dor at Shamachy contributed greatly all of 
the relief of theſe poor unfortunate peo capes 


e 


Unhappy Beckvitz himſelf happened . ward 
be taken priſoner, He was ſent for to th 
chan's tent, on ſome pretence of bufineh 
where they firſt ſtruck off his head, the, 
after venting their barbarous rage on hi 
dead body, they flayed it, and, havin 
ſtuffed the ſkin with ſtraw, placed it, 
miſerable ſpectacle, on one of the city gats 
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This unfortunate gentleman was the ſa 
of a petty prince, or chief of a tribe i 
Tzerkeſſia, and had been ſent to Ruſſian 
his infancy, as a hoſtage for his father 
fidelity. | 

Being now on the point of departiy 
from Perſia, called by the Perſians Iran 
and alſo Pharſiſtan, I ſhall cloſe what 


have to offer regarding that country, 
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giving a liſt of the principal officers of ſtat Y Ic 
who attend that mighty monarch at the WE 
megiliſs, i. e. public audience of ambaſſ- 1 
dors ; they fit in the hall of audience ac 


cording 
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lv ve Rl 


cording to their reſpective ranks, and have 
all of them, on thoſe occaſions, magnificent 
capes, and robes of ſtate, kept in the King's 
W wardrobe for that purpoſe, 


W * 
. R 
Der . r 


1. The Etmadowlett, prime miniſter. 
Spaſſelaar, general in chief. 
Kurtſy Baſha, general of 12,000 
men. | ö 
Kular- agaſſy, Acer of the 
priſons. 
Tfengy Baſha, general of muſ- 
keteers. 
| Iſhek-agaſſy Baſha, maſter of 
ceremonies, 
Divan Begg, chief juſtice. 
Toptſhy Baſha, maſter of the 
ordnance, 
Vaggian Aviz, ſecretary. of 
Mares 
Meriſh-kaz Baſha, grand fal- 
coner, 
Dgevedar Baſha, general of the 
artillery. 
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12. 
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23. 


24. 
25. 


26. 


Viſir Iſpahan, chief Mmagiſint 
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The Milachurd Baſha Giloff, maſtet : T 


of horſe. W whe! 
Milachurd Vaſſy Baſha, maſt WW 

of the field- horſes. 
Kolopha. | 
Mamalek, comptroller of th: 
houſehold, 
Kchaſla, cabinet ſecretary, I 
Nazyr Daftar, ſteward of th: Y 

houſehold, 


S 


of lipahan. 
Viſir Kurtſy, general of hore, 
Viſir Kule, 
Chaſnadar Baſha, chief treaſu- 
rer. 5 HH 
Kaliphar Kaſhkar, chief judge 
in civil affairs. 
Doroga Taftar, Judge of th 
city. 
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Sachapt Tauchtzy. 
Sachapt Narviſs, chief aſtrolo- 
ger. 


Hakim Baſha, hip re 
The 
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ſter W The following officers Attend the Shach 
W wherever he goes. 
ſter 


6% 

Wo 

. 

4 
- 138 

——— 

38 

. s 
"> 
ESQ . 
"8 

: MX 

\ 


2. Yeuſh Baſha, chief of the white 
the | eunuchs. : | 
3. Achmet Aga, chief of hs black 
| eunuahs.!: , 
the 4. K Kurtſhy, cons. 
&o Tzatyn Baſha, quiver-bearer. 


6. Saddach Kurtſhy, bow-bearer. 

7 Tfang Kurtſhy, muſket-bearer, 
8. Dgid Kurtſhy, dart-bearer. 

9. Kalchan Kurtſhy, target-bearer, 


ate 
ſe. 


ſu- 
* 


Joe | the law of Mahomet, 
1. Sadyr Chaſſa, the ſame office in Dow 
ſia as that of the Mufti in Turkey. 
2. Sadyr Mammalek. 
3. Fazyl. 
4. Shach Iſlam. 
. Chazy. 
Mullah Baſha. 


he 


0- 


1. he Ibrahim Aga, chief of the eu- 


The following a are the chief doctors of 


, £ 
* 
1 

3 
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| 
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7. Mudaraſs. Th 

8. Piſhnamaſh. voura 
9. Mutaſhett Baſha. W riatio! 
10. Moaſham Baſha. at Aſt 
e | comp: 

Theſe are the principal; beſides whom Sep 
there are many other officers, too numeroy failed 
to recite, With the foregoing lift I clo WW trary 
what I have to ſay regarding Perſia. | ow 3 
The 26th, we ſet fail from Niezabat drawn 
with a fair wind at ſouth-eaſt, which laſted MW banks 
only a few hours; after which we ver to hau 
becalmed for three days. 0 
July 2d, the wind became again fair, weeks, 
and carried us, with a gentle breeze, au about 
of the deep water into ſoundings; but tur WM firach: 
ing contrary, we came to anchor in thirty MF vented 

_ fathom water, where we lay till the 10 WY beret 
when it blew a very hard gale, which drove I boats. 
us from our anchors our to ſea ; and, con Wi ſnow 1 
tinuing for two days, brought us again i | in fled 
ſight of the Perſian ſhore, which was at thi Nox 
time no very agreeable object. | tle fal 


The Ve 


The 13th, the wind- chopped about fa- 


vourable, and ſo continued, with little va- 


riation, till the 18th, when we arrived ſafe 
at Aſtrachan, to the . OY -all our 
company. 
| September 7th, leaving Ageing, we 
failed up the Volga. Our progreſs, con- 
trary to the courſe of the river, was very 
ſlow and tedious, In calms the boats were 
drawn up by men, who went upon the 
banks ; but in hard gales, we were obliged 
to haul them near the ſide, and lie ſtill, 
October 12th, after a voyage of five 
W weeks, we arrived at the town of Saratoff, 
about eight hundred verſt diſtant from A- 
ſtrachan. The winter drawing on, pre- 


vented our farther progreſs by water. We 


therefore unloaded, and diſcharged the 
boats, being reſolved to remain here till the 


| now fell, when we might proceed by land 


in ſledges. 


November 1ſt, there had now been a lit- 
; tle fall of ſnow, Do {mooth the 


you © | roads, 
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roads, and this day we ſet out from Snag Th 
in ledges. verſt 
The 3d, we came to a little town. calla | going 
Petroſky, about ninety verſt from Saratof W to Pe 
The 8th, we came to a large town cale and Þ 
Penze, ninety verft from the former. A ] throu; 
we advanced to the north, the froſt an f produ 
ſnow daily increaſed, which made tM 
roads very ſmooth and eaſy. Before we i illag 
this place, a ſudden rain obliged us vM ſtantl) 
halt a few days. Here we met with Bi. eroun 
gadier Kropotoff, who, with ſome reg. From 
ments of dragoons, had winter quarters «i Wolo 


partic 


this place. from 
The 14th, the froft and ſnow en, well x 
we ſet out from Penze. 3 merly 


W lame | 
4 Th 
Moſce 
the fc 
E from 
The 17th, we left Salley, and the 210 = De 
arrived at Arzamaſs, an hundred verſt fron St Pet 
Saranſky. a ä och. 
be 


The 15th, we reached Saranſky, eighty 
verſt from the former. Here we found] 
many Swediſh officers, raken at Poltava 
who were well quartered in a plentiful 
country. | 
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The 24th, we came to Murum, 360 
Verſt from Saratoff, which I mentioned in 
Going ſouthward by water. From Saratoff 
W to Petroſky, the country is ſomewhat dry 
W and barren ; but the reſt of the country, 
W through which we paſſed, is very fruitful, 
producing all kinds of corn, fine woods, 
particularly of oaks, interſperſed with many 
villages ; and the face of the country, con- 
ſtantly varied by plain and gently rifing 
I grounds, affords a moſt beautiful proſpect. 
from Murum we came to the town of 
Wolodimir, an hundred and thirty verſt 
from Murum. This place is large and 
vell peopled, and famous for being for- 
W merly the reſidence of a great prince of the 
ame name. | 

| The 3oth, we arrived ſafe at the city of 
Moſco, an hundred and forty verſt from 
the former, and ſeven hundred and ſeventy 
fiom Saratoff. SER 
| December 19th, we proceeded towards 
8 Peterſburgh, where we arrived on the 
Voth. Nothing material happened during 
our 


180 A. JOURNET- 17160081718. 


arm 
WThe R 
; exceſſi 
; Thu 
. long, t 
; Waſted 1 
[ difficul 
ho h. 


our ret 


our return through Ruſſia, and what wy 
moſt remarkable in the country I deſcribdf 
in going ſouthward. - I cannot help takin 
notice of an extraordinary caſe of one d 
our people, in an exceſſive cold night 
The fellow, expecting to baniſh all feeling 
of cold from himſelf, drunk a large quan 
tity of ſpirits, which produced a drowſineſ 
that ended in fleep in an open fledye 
On arriving at a village, the perſon wi 
found Riff, ſpeechleſs, and apparently quit 
dead; but being carried to a brook hai 
by, and plunged ſeveral times in the ws 
ter, and then rubbed with ſnow, and 
brought into a warm room, with proper 


Wlajcſt 
Wwas w. 
Wambaſſ 
Kcultiva! 
Wcorreſp 


WR uſa 


regimen he ſoon recovered, and was ab Not! 
to proceed next day. had co: 

I have often obſerved, in other inſtances, tive me 
that the uſe of ſpiritous liquors in cold ö ſuſpenc 
weather, is the worſt of remedies ; for New ca 


Wpearanc 
could 
Place; 


though they warm at firſt, they leave 4 
chilneſs behind them, not to be got clear 
of for a conſiderable time. I have found 
by experience nothing preferable to weak 

: warll 
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G marm liquors, mixed with a little ſpirits. 
ar Ruſſian travellers carefully avoid the 
exceſſive uſe of brandy i in ſtrong froſts. 
| | Thus I have finiſhed. my account of a 
; long, tedious, and dangerous journey, which 
aſted for three years, attended with many 
; difficulties, not eaſily conceived by thoſe 
Who have not travelled the ſame road. At 
; our return to St Peterſburgh, we found his 
WMajcity at that place, who, I was informed, 
1 Was well ſatisfied with the conduct of his 
1 ambaſſador, whoſe principal errand was to 
cultivate and cement amity, and a good 
Wcorreſpondence, between the two crowns of 
WR uſa and Perſia, 
| Notwithſtanding the war with Sweden 
had continued near twenty years, this ac- 
ive monarch had not neglected, nor even 
; 1 the building and adorning his 
f Wnew capital. During my abſence, the ap- 
Perances of things were ſo changed, that 
WI could ſcarce imagine myſelf in the ſame 
Place; ſo ſurpriſing was the alteration in ſo 
Por a time, Beſides, this Prince had fit- 
ted 
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ted out a navy of thirty ſhips of war, ay 
three hundred gallies: Interpriſes whid 
might have been the work of ages, but ng 
ſuperior to the ſingle induftry and za 
of Peter the Firſt. 
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FROM - 


sr PETERSBURGH . 


IN RUSSIA. 


To 


IN CHIN A, 
EF WIT. AN EMBASSY 
FROM HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, 
PETER THE FIRST, 
T 0 
K A MM 1H 1 
EMPEROR OF CHIN A, 
IN THE YEAR M.DCC.XIX. 
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Bane 


22 
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Ho 


Names of the principal perſons who con. 
poſed the train of the Ambaſſador, | 
Leoff Vaſſilovich Iſmayloff, b 


Secretary of the Embaſly, 
Laurence de Lange. 


The Ambaſſador's Secretary, 55 
Ivan Glazunoff. ; 


Gentlemen of the Embaſſy. | 
Kneaz Alexander Saſeckin, 
Nicolaus de Pauli Kreſtitz, 


Lukian Neſterof, 

Alexie Divoff, th, 
David Grave, 

The Author of this 1 

Gregory, a Prieſt. 

Interpreters, clerks, a band of mul, WW * ! 
valets, footmen, &c. in all to the numbe! ſenfib] 
of about ſixty perſons ; beſides a troop d very 1 
twenty-five dragoons, for our eſcort fron iſ more 
Toboloſky to Pekin, and back. arriva 
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From St Peterſburgh to Tobolſty, | 
the Capital of Siberia. 
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HEN I arrived at St Peterſburgh 

from Iſpahan, I met with a very 
ſenſible mortification, on finding that my 
very worthy friend, Dr Areſkine, was no 
more; he died about ſix weeks before my 
arrival, Not long after which, upon being 
informed that an embaſſy was preparing 
for China, and that his Majeſty had nomi- 
Vo, !! nated 
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nated Leoff Vaſſilovich Iſmaylof, a gente know 
man of a family very well known au ia, ar 
much reſpected in Ruſſia, and a captain of BM ſons « 
the guards, for that employment, I becam At 
very deſirous of Saag that journey i of Ct 
his train, W ambal 
Upon my acquainting my very god Peter 
friend, Artemy Petrovich Valenſky, wit comp⸗ 
my deſire, he, without loſs of time, recon-{iſWattend 
mended me to Leoff Vaſſilovich Iſmaylof nati 
the appointed ambaſſador, in ſuch a ma- land. 
ner as produced, on all occaſions, marks din {m: 
friendſhip and regard for me, as well d poſt-! 
ring the joutney, as alſo after our W oblige 
turn, until he died in 1736. | us me 
The time between my return from . Havin 
pahan and my ſetting out for Pekin, I what 
ſpent with much ſatisfaction with I have 7 
friends and acquaintance at St Peterſburg obſery 
Among whom I eſteemed as ſuch, not or- Not 
ly ſeveral worthy perſons. of my on Journe 
countrymen, as well in trade as in the ſer- the 30 
vice of his Majeſty ; but alſo not a few d dor, 8 
the Ruſſian gentry, to whom I became fore, 


know! 


% — 
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known on- occaſion of my journey to Per- 
ſia, and of whom I found many to be per- 


ſons of much worth and honour... 


At length the. preſents for the Emperor 


Jof China being got ready, as well as the 
ambaſſador's deſpatches, I ſet out from St 


Peterſburgh the - 14th of | July, 1719, in 


company with Meſſieurs Lange and Grave, 


attended by a few ſervants ;. the firſt was 
a native of Sweden, and the other of Cour- 
land. We travelled to the city of Moſco 


in ſmall parties, the more eaſily to procure 


poſt-horſes. The weather being very hot 


obliged us to make ſhort ſtages, confining 


us moſtly to the mornings and evenings. 
Having in my Perſian journal deſcribed 
what is moſt remarkable on this road, I 
have nothing to add to what I have there 
obſerved. | 1 


Nothing material happened during our 
journey to Moſco, where we arrived on 


be zoth of July, and joined the ambaſſa- 


dor, who. had arrived there two days be- 


fore, having paſſed us on the road. We 
took 
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took up our lodgings at the houſe of M 
Belayof, near the triumphal arch. Her 
we ſpent five weeks in preparing barks t 
go by water to Cazan, and neceſſaries fu 
fo long and unfrequented a road. Tl 
interval we paſſed very agrecably, being 
invited to all the entertainments the plac 


_ afforded. 
September gth, hives ſhipped our bay: 


gage, and prepared every thing for out 


departure, we went ourſelves on board; 
and, after firing nine guns, rowed dom 
the river Moſco. There is a ſhorter wy 
from Moſco to Siberia through Tap. 
flave ; but, as we were incumbered wit 
heavy baggage, conſiſting chiefly of pre 
ſents from his Majeſty to the Emperor al 
China, it was thought beſt to proceed u 
far as poſſible by water. e 
Accordingly, we continued our courl 
down the Moſcow river to Kolumna, then 


into the river Ocka ; and, paſſing Pete. 


Mlave-Reſanſky, Murum, and other town 
of leſs note, we arrived at Niſhna-Novog® 
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rod, fituated to the right hand, on A high 
bank of the Ocka, at its confluence with 
the Volga. Leaving Niſhna, we entered 
the river Vo, and Poe * 
Cazan. 

After a voyage of fix weeks we arrived 
at Cazan on the 20th of October: We 
intended to have continued our route far- 


which falls into the Volga about ſixty verſt 
below Cazan, and then up the Kama to 
U Solikamſky; but the advancement of the 
ſeaſon, and the froſt coming on apace, 
made us reſolve to remain at Cazan till the 
winter ſet in, left we ſhould run the ha- 
zard of being frozen up near ſome unin- 
habited place on the Kama. . 

| In conſequence of this reſolution, the 
barks were diſcharged, and we took up our 
| lodgings in the city. Here I found many 
| of my old friends and acquaintance, parti- 
| cularly the Swediſh officers ; among others, 
General Hamilton, General Roſen, and 
Baron Wachmaiter, who ſill remained 
; priſoners 


ther down the Volga to the river Kama, 
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priſoners of war, regretting the hard fate 

of their long captivity. We ſtaid heres 
bout five weeks, waiting for the ſnow fa 
ling to ſmooth the roads, and in the men 
time were employed in preparing ſledge 
and other neceſſaries for our journey. Hz 
ving formerly made my remarks on thi 
route, and particularly on Cazan and in 
neighbourhood, I ſhall now purſue ol 
journey towards Siberia. 

November 24th, we ſent off the ba 
baggage ; but Monſieur Iſmayloff, with 
few of the gentlemen, remained ſome dap 
longer, becauſe it was diſagreeable travel 
ling on rough roads with loaded ledge, 
At laſt, on the 28th, late in the night, the 
ambaſſador quitted Cazan, keeping to the 
north-eaſtward. There being many villa 
ges on the road, we changed horſes a 
often as occaſion required. 

The 29th, we travelled through woods 
conſiſting chiefly of tall oaks, fir, and 
birch. This part of the country is vel 
fruitful, producing plenty of cattle, cor 
| and 
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Pad honey. The hives are not made like 


Whoſe in England; the inhabitants take the 
Munk of a lime- tree, aſpin, or any Toft 
* ood, of about five 0 ſix feet f long 3 ha- 


ing ſcooped it hollow, they make a large 
Hyerture in one fide, about a foot in length 
and four inches broad; they then fix croſs 


pon, and, having done this, cloſe up the 


place carefully with a board, leaving ſmall 


notches for the bees to go in and out. 
Theſe hives are planted in proper places, 
at the ſide of a wood, and tied to a tree 


with ſtrong wythes, to prevent their being 


deſtroyed by the bears, who are great de- 
vourers of honey. The wax and honey 
exported yearly from Cazan make a very 
conſiderable artiele of trade. I have ſeen 


above an hundred hives near one village, 


and was informed, that they have a me- 
thod of extracting the honey and wax 
without killing the bees, which would cer- 
W tainly be worth knowing; but I was told 
Wt { indiſtinctly, that I could not under- 
| ſtand 
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ſtand it, and _ no rege of. 08 


were moſtly inhabited by the Tzeremil 


days the roads were rough and narrow, ly 
ing through dark woods, interſperſed wit 
ſome villages and corn- fields. We paſſe 


vers in the eee abounding witl 


| ſo proper paſturage for ſheep, that his MW 
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and Tzoowaſh Tartars, whom 1 have for 
merly mentioned. The three followiny 


ime ; 
and © 
the Ick and ſeveral ſmaller rivers, and the 
the Viatka, a pretty large one; all which 
diſcharge themſelves into the Kama. 

After a tedious journey of ſix days me 
came to a ſmall town called Klinof, a 
more commonly Viatka, from the river d 
that name running near it. The ſituation 
of this place is very pleaſant, having roun 


the un 
ive Pr 
dverlo 
her t 
Empire 
nconſ 
her. 
Prough 
mall c 
have C 
Ora < 
gent to 
each t 
k his ſc 
F ew, ; 


Vor 


great variety of fiſh. 
The country li. Klinof is ck 


jeſty ordered ſome thouſands of 'Germat 


. moſt eſteemed for their wool, to b 
bought 


ought and ſent thither, with a view to 
ſtabliſn a manufactory at this place for 
lothing his army. He alſo cauſed a Ger- 
an ſhepherd to be engaged in his ſervice, 
Foo is ſettled here, and enjoys a conſider- 
ble ſalary. The flocks are already ſo nu- 
Werous, that I am perſuaded they will in 
ime anſwer the end propoſed. A thou- 
and other inſtances might be produced of 
he unbounded genius of this great and ac- 
ive Prince, who ſpares no expence, and 
verlooks nothing that can contribute ei- 
her to the honour or advantage of his 
Empire. I cannot omit another ſeemingly 
nconſiderable article; I mean pump-lea- 
mer. This commodity was formerly 
Prought from England and Holland at no 
mall charge; to ſave which, his Majeſty 
ave orders to engage an Engliſh tanner 
Wor a certain number of years; whom he 
gent to Cazan, where the beſt hides are, to 
each the natives the art of dreſſing them; 
is ſcheme has fully anſwered the end in 
iw, and produced abundance, not only 
Vor. I, BY of 
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of pump- leather, but of every other kin 
of leather whereof that COUPE: hath ay 
need. N 8 

There being no verſt- poſts on this, th 
on molt other roads in Ruſſia, I compu 


the diſtance between Cazan and Klinof 
be about five hundred verſt; - each vel 
meaſures ong thouſand one hundred al 
ſixty- ſix yards and two feet Engliſh, Her 
I met with ſeveral Swediſh officers, wh 
paſſed a ſolitary life in a pleaſant and ple 


tiful country, We halted one day to i cing f 


freſh ourſelves ; and the next, being wn Sol. 
5th of December, we left the baggage town, 
follow leiſurely, and ſet out again tou chat r 
Solikamiky. On the 7th, we reach ; to the 
Kay-gorod, a ſmall town, We percenMtion is 
the cold becoming daily more intenſe 4 Por the 
we proceeded northward along the bank in the 
of the Kama. W the nc 

The 8th, we quitted Kay- FUNDS in a Parma 
hement cold. Though there was lic Vers, v 
wind, and a thick fog, the froſt continu very n 
ſo penetrating, that ſeveral of our peope it diſc! 


mW | 


VV 


Pho were moſt expoſed, had their fingers 
E and toes frozen. Moſt of them recovered 


aed from time to time at villages to let 
nem warm themſelves, they muſt have 
eeriſned by cold. On the gth, we arrived 


Pole falt and Kama the river, on the banks 
Wof which it is ſituated, Our arrival was a 
noſt agreeable circumſtance, as the pier- 
Wcing froſt ſtill prevailed. 

Solikamſky is a large and populous 
town, and the capital of a province of 


tion is very pleaſant, upon the eaſtern bank 
of the Kama, This river is of great fame 
in theſe parts of the world. It riſes far to 
N [the north, and in its courſe receives the 
Parma, Pilva, Koyva, and many other ri- 
ers, which together form a mighty ſtream, 
ery nearly equal to the Volga, into which 
N it Uſcharges itſelf, about ſixty verſt below 
- the 


Wy the common method of rubbing the 
WW. umbed parts with ſnow ; but, had we not 


t the town of Solikamſky, derived from 


chat name; which is at preſent annexed 
to the government of Siberia, Its fitua- 


AJ 
9 
j l 


the city of Cazan, and loſes its name, ly 
long courſe to the ſouth-weſt is now turn 
' ſhort, by the current of the Volga, u 
carried toward the ſouth-eaſt, The Kam F nl 
is well ſtored with variety of excellent fiſh | 
On the banks are fine corn-fields and pi N b 
ture grounds, but often interrupted by ; 


thick woods, eſpecially to the north. Thek 


woods are ſtocked with different kinds dM 


game, and wild beaſts, natural to the 
mate. 5 
Solikamiky is famous for having may 
ſalt-pits in its neighbourhood, the proper) 
of my worthy friend Baron Stroganof, by 
virtue of a grant from his Majeſty. The 


Baron has brought theſe works to ſuch peri 


fection, that he is able to ſerve all Ruf 
with ſalt, and could beiides furniſh a con» 
ſiderable quantity for exportation, wer 
there any demand. The ſalt is of a brown 
iſh colour, and very good of the kind. 


The common method of procuring thi] 


falt is as follows: They dig pits in the 
earth till they come to the ſalt-rock, whici 
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ems to lie in theſe parts at a certain diſ- 
W..nce from the ſurface, as coals do in other 
5 places of the world. When the pit is fi- 
Wiſhed, it is naturally, and of courſe, filled 
; with water; which, ſtanding for a conve- 
| nient time, till it is ſufficiently impregna- 
ed with the ſalt, is then drawn out with 
| pumps and other engines, and put into 
large iron caldrons, where it is boiled to 
Wa proper conſiſtence; when, the water 
being evaporated, the ſalt is left upon the 
bottom. ä 
I was informed of another curious and 
W extraordinary proceſs, by which they draw 
alt-water from a freſh-water river, which 
l cannot omit taking notice of. In the ri- 
vers near this place there is a mixture of 
Wlalt-water ariſing from the ſprings, which 
either have their ſource in the ſalt- rocks, or 
run through them. It is the buſineſs of 
the inhabitants to diſcover the places where 
cheſe ſprings empty themſelves into the ri- 
ers, which they do by diving, or ſome 


ich eter manner ; having done this, they 


make 
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1 make a large frame of ſtrong thick balk ] ſtill . 
or beams joined very cloſe, about fiften | poftruc 
or twenty feet ſquare, and of depth enoqiPurpo 
to reach the bottom of the river, whik ; genius 
part of it remains above the ſurface; whe z hands 
the ice is very ſtrong, they fink this mx And 
chine into the river, over the place when able. 
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the ſalt ſpring iſſues, and drive ſtrong pile 
| of wood all around, to hinder its being 
forced from this poſition by the current, 0 
by floating ice in the end of winter, Di- 
ring the winter, they draw out all tie 
water, mud, and ſand, contained withi 
the machine, and fink it till deeper un 
til it hath penetrated the bottom of th 
channel of the river, and prevented al 
further communication between it and th 
falt ſpring. The frame is now filled on: 
ly with the ſalt-water, iſſuing from tht 


a mal 
E portic 
fix o 
] The 
However tedious and expenſive thi} 
bk forty 
| | theſe 


ſpring, from whence it is drawn, and tit 
ſalt extracted, as formerly deſcribed. 


proceſs may ſeem, theſe people perform 
with great readineſs and eaſe; and, what 
ſl 
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an more extraordinary, without regular 
; inſtruction in any art ſubſervient to that 
Wourpoſe, but by the mere force of natural 
3 genius. The Baron has a great number of 
hands conſtantly employed in this ſervice. 
and the woods for fewel are inexhauſ- 
Jabbie. 1 BP 

When the ſalt is made, it is laid up in 
W cranaries, till the ſeaſon of tranſporting it 
to Moſco, St Peterſburgh, and other pla- 
es. The barks for this purpoſe, called by 
me Ruſſians lodia, are of a conſtruction 
W ſomewhat uncommon. I have ſeen ſome 
Jof them longer and broader than any firſt 
rate man of war in England, and not one 
W icon nail in the whole fabric. All of them 
are flat-bottomed, having one tall tree for 
a maſt, and a fail of light canvaſs in pro- 


portion. To manage this mighty machine, 
ſix or eight hundred men are neceſlary. 
C The rudder is nearly as long as the bark, 
and ſo unwieldy, that ſometimes it requires 
forty or fifty men to ſteer it. They load 
[ | thele ſhips very deep, and let them float 
2 down 
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down the Kama into the Volga; where 
if the wind is not favourable, they are 6 
bliged to draw them, againſt the ſtream, y 
the place of their deſtination. 

I cannot leave Solikamiky without mal 
tioning the rich i iron-mines in the county 
adjacent, at Kathenaburg, and other placy 
of that diſtrict, which produce iron, equi 
perhaps in quality to the beſt in the world 
Theſe works have of late been brought 


great perfection, by the ſkill and indefats | 
gable induſtry of Mr Demidof, a native a 
 Ruſha, enabled and encouraged to cam 
them on by a beneficial grant from his Mp 
jeſty, who is always ready to aſſiſt and pro 


tet thoſe who, by their ingenuity, forn 
projects to the advantage of his country, 
| Theſe works, I am informed, are fil 
capable of great improvement. The orei 
very good, and riſes in many places to tht 
very ſurface of the earth, and may be dug 


at a {mall expence. As for wood to ſmelt} 


it, no place in the world can have great 


advantage. Beſides, all the machines may 
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W be driven by water; and there is an eaſy 
communication by the rivers to St Peterſ- 
burgh, for exportation, and to many other: 
parts of Ruſſia, for inland conſumption. _ 
In theſe mines are often found magnets 
of various ſizes. I have ſeen ſome of them 
very large, and of high virtue. 8 0 
There are ſeveral other iron-works in 
Ruſſia; for inſtance, at Tula, Olonitz, and 
other places; but the metal is of an infe- 
rior quality to that of Siberia. Beſides theſe 
of iron, there are alſo rich mines of excel 
lent copper at this place, which, being late- 
ly diſcovered, are capable of great improve- 
ment. The copper- ore alſo riſes to the 
very ſurface. "ne Pi lg at SR 
In the 3 of Solikamſky is 18 
found the foſſil called aſbeſtos ; of which is 
| made a kind of cloth like linen, that may 
be put into the fire, and taken out again, 
unconſumed. This cloth was known a- 
wong the ancients, and uſed by them on ſe- 
eral occaſions. At preſent, it goes by the 
name of the incombuſtible linen. bo 
Vor. I, AMS The 
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The aſbeſtos, like many both curious ant 
uſeful diſcoveries, was found out by mer 
accident in theſe parts. I ſhall briefly relate 
in what manner: A certain huntſma 
being about te load his fowling-piece, and 
wanting wadding, obſerved a great ſtone in 
the woods, which ſeemed to have ſom 
flakes upon it like looſe threads; he ſoon 
found that, by rubbing, it turned into a ſoſt 
downy ſubſtance fit for his uſe: He therefor 
filled his pocket with it; but, having fird 
his piece, was ſurpriſed to ſee that the gun 
powder had no effe& upon the wadding, 
This raiſed his curioſity ſo far, that he 
kindled a fire on purpoſe, into which he 
put the aſbeſtos ; but till took it out ei- 
tire, and of the ſame uſe as formerly. Thi 
experiment ſo frightened the poor ſport 
man, that he imagined the devil had tv 
ken poſſeſſion of the foſſil, On return 
ing home, he narrated what had happened 
to the prieſt of the pariſh, who, amazed u 
the relation, repeated it ſo frequently, tha 
at * he told it to a perſon who was 20 
quainte 
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duainted with that quality peculiar to the 


Jakes to be that foſſil. 
| The weather is much colder at Solikam- 


orees nearer to the north pole. Perhaps 
Wits great diſtance from any part- of the o- 
cean may be partly the cauſe of the exceſ- 
ve cold which ſometimes prevails. 


poſt-horſes, and ſet out for Tobolſky, lea- 


to a village called Martinſky ; here having 
changed horſes, we ſoon reached the moun- 
tains named Verchaturſky-gory, where we 


froſt ſtill continued. We kept on our jour- 


and ſteep mountains for the ſpace of fifteen 
hours, In ſuch of the valleys as are fit for 
culture, are found Ruſſian villages well 
peopled. And, where the woods are cut 
| dovyn, 
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aſbeſtos; and, on examination, found the 


cy than at other places ſituated ſeveral de- 


December 10th, the ambaſſador took 


ving the baggage to follow as ſhould be 
moſt convenient. About midnight we came 


found the ſnow very deep, and a ftrong 


ney, aſcending and deſcending theſe high _ 


down, there 8 a Self lands river | 
even at this bleak ſeaſon. © it emp 


| Theſe mountains divide Ruſſia from 8 uria 
beria. They run in a ridge from north i 
ſouth, inclining a little to the eaſt and wel 
of theſe points. They are quite covert 
with wood, conſiſting of tall firs of diff 
ent. kinds, larixes, birch, and other tree 
natural to the climate; and abound wit 


Igroun 
liſades 
tho | 
Wome 

make: 
a fron 
ley 


cuſtor 


game, and various kinds of wild beat 
Their length, from north to ſouth, I cas 
not aſcertain; but compute their breadth 
where we paſſed, to be about forty Engli 
miles. But they are not near ſo highy 
the mountains I have ſeen in Perſia, and 
other parts of the world, 


ged te 
or me 
from 
charg 
jeſty. 


Having paſſed theſe mountains, we de' high, 


ſcended, on the 11th, into a country fine) Ing t 
varied with plains and riſing grounds, in WW it ex 
terſperſed with woods, villages, corn-field, ed in 
and paſturage; and, in the evening, reach ed a 
ed the town called Verchaturia, from verch all d 
which ſignifies high, and Tura the named T 
| the river on which the towa ſtands, "Thi inha 


river 


river 18 navigable, and runs to the eaſt till 
it empties itſelf into the Tobol. Vercha- 


IEround, and fortified-with a ditch and pal- 


who has under him a garriſon, conſiſting of 
Wome regular troops and Coſſacks. What 


a frontier town, and commanding the only 


cuſtom-houſe, where all merchants are obli- 
ged to make entry of what ſums of money 
or merchandiſe they carry into Siberia, or 
from Siberia into Ruſſia; on all which is 
charged a duty of ten per cent. to his Ma- 
jeſty. Though this impoſt may appear 
high, it is really very moderate, conſider- 
ing the profits which the trade yields, and 
it extends only to the money to be employ- 
ed in traffic; for every merchant is allow- 
ed a certain ſum for his expences, free of 
all duty. 

The country adjacent to- Verchituria is 
inhabited 1 a race of people called Vo- 
gullitz, 


Luria is pleaſantly ſituated upon a riſing 


lifades, It is governed by a commandant, 


makes Verchaturia conſiderable, is its being 


entry from Ruſſia into Siberia. Here is a 


\ 


206 A'JOURNEY'. my 


gullitz, who differ in language, dreſs, and 
manners, from any nation I ever fan, 


| Their features and perſons have a reſen. 


blance of the Tzoowaſhians near Cazan 
They have ſome obſcure notions of the 
Deity, and are very fond of a kind of wi. 
zards called Shamans, whom they hold in 
great eſteem. I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more fully of theſe Shamans. afterwards 


The Vogullitz know nothing of agricuk' 


ture, but live in huts in the woods, an 
ſubſiſt by hunting and fiſhing. They ar 
an honeſt inoffenſive people; but not ver 


numerous; ariſing, perhaps, from ther 


unſocial and uncomfortable manner of life, 
The Archbiſhop of Tobolſky hath of late, 
by his pious labours, converted many of 
them to Chriſtianity ; who now begin to 
build houſes, and cultivate - ſome appear 
ance of ſociety ; and probably, in time, the 
reſt will follow ſo laudable an example 


This, however, will depend much on the] 


encouragement they meet with, from the 
clergy and ſub-governours of provinces. | 
yiſited 
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W.iſited them as often as any opportunity 
1 ered, both in their huts and houſes, and 
Wndeavoured to procure ſome information 


ame to ſettle in theſe northern parts, bur 


Pf theſe heads. 
Before we enter Siberia, it will not be 


Perhaps improper to give a ſhort account 


xtenſive country was diſcovered, by the 
Ruſſians. 


a certain Don-Coſſack, named Yarmak Ti- 
motheovitz, being obliged, by ſome acci- 


ving no means of ſubſiſtence, he, with a 
few accomplices, betook themſelves to rob- 
bing on the highways» He ſoon became 
famous and powerful; for he robbed only 


in ſuch a character, liberally beſtowed to 
ſuch as were in want. He never killed, 
nor even hurt any perſon, unleſs compelled 
to 
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bout their original, or from whence they 


Fould obtain nothing ee on either 


of che ſingular manner in which this moſt 
About the beginning of the laſt 3 


dent, to leave his native country, and ha- 


the rich; and, by a generoſity uncommon 
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to ſuch outrages in his own defence. Thy 


ed, hi 


. | behaviour ſo raiſed his reputation, that al Volga 
the idle fellows in the country enliſte Kama 
| themſelves in his gang, proud to follow nuf 
brave and enterpriſing a leader, He becany hoped 
at laſt ſo troubleſome, | that che governo ne w 
of the ſouthern , provinces ſent out tro - | . 
to apprehend him; but, being previoui o! 
informed of the deſign, he withdrew fron Jp 
the land, and procuring boats upon th _ 
Volga, commenced pirate on that river bee, 
i Being attacked here alſo, he was forced u rei 


croſs the Caſpian Sea, and ſhelter; himſel 
on the Perſian ſhore, where he paſled ſont 
time under the diſguiſe . of a merchant 
Being again diſcovered, he was obliged, by 
the Perſians, to quit their coaſt: And nor be 
his only refuge was to return to the vd 1. 2. 
ga, where he behaved with great circum 
ſpection, often lurking in woods and vill 


${0 ma 
able t 
hoſpit 
only 


declat 
winte 
afraid 


Ee 


ges; and, being in no want of money, paid 
the inhabitants liberally for every thing be 
needed, Foreſeeing, however, that ſuch i 


numerous gang could not be long conceal 
| ed, 
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led, he took the reſolution of leaving the 
Volga, and ſteered his courſe up the river 
Kama, at that time little frequented by the 
Ruſſians, or any other nation; here he 
hoped to find, at leaſt, a ſafe retreat during 
the winter. Yarmak, therefore, with his 
followers, amounting to the number of 
two hundred, continued their voyage up 
the Kama, till they were ſtopped by the 
ice, at no great diſtance from a large vil- 
lage, now belonging to Baron Stroganof. 


ſo many armed men, whom they were not 
able to oppoſe, and therefore cave them an 
hoſpitable reception, Yarmak demanded 
only proviſions and winter-quarters*for his 
money, promiſing to leave them unmo- 
eſted next ſpring. In conſequence of this 
declaration, he and his followers paſſed the 
winter very quietly in this remote place; 
afraid, however, at the approach of ſum- 
mer, of being diſcovered by the govern- 
ment, and uncertain what courſe to ſteer; 
| it was at laſt determined to croſs the moun- 
EF Ver, Dd tains 


The inhabitants were alarmed at the ſight of 
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tains of Verchaturia, and go to the caſts 


ward, in hopes of finding ſome inhabited | 


as 


country, or at leaſt a ſafe retreat. 
Having paſſed the mountains, they arri. 


ved at the river Tur; and, finding it na- 


vigable, ſoon made a ſufficient number of 
canoes for the whole gang. After rowing 
for ſome days down the Tutz they diſco- 
vered ſeveral villages of Mahometan Tar- 


tars, who were ſurpriſed at the ſight of 


ſuch a number of ſtrangers, of whom they 
had before never ſo much as heard. Yar- 
mak having got what intelligence he could 
procure of the ſituation and government of 


the country, purſued his voyage to the ri- | 


ver Tobol, where he found the towns po- 
pulous, and the land well cultivated. His 
approach alarmed the King of the Tartars, 
who aſſembled a numerous body of horl: 
and foot, armed with bows and arrows, 
lances, and other ſuch weapons, with whom 
our adventurer had many ſkirmiſhes, and 
defeated great multitudes, by means of his 
fire-arms, which had never before been 


known 


kn 


ter 


the 


the 


Ta 
per 


an 
bod 
the 
ink 


the 


known in (theſe parts. The poor Tartars 


were as much amazed and terrified," at the 


ſight of the Ruſſians and their arms, as the 


inhabitants of Mexico on the arrival of the 


Spaniards in America, to which Siberia 


| may, in many reſpects, be compared. 


| Yarmak, finding his enemies daily more 
numerous the nearer he approached the re- 
fidence of the Tartar King; having alſo 
loſt many of his men, in continual encoun- 


ters, and ſpent the greateſt part of his am- 
munition; knowing, beſides, of no place 


of ſafety, where he might paſs the winter, 
which is both long and ſevere in this quar- 
ter; at laſt determined to retreat. He 
therefore ſteered his courſe to the weſt, up 


the Tobol and Tur rivers. The furious 
Tartars gave him no reſt, but haraſſed him 


perpetually from the banks. He himſelf 
and few more eſcaped, with a conſiderable 
booty, and returned to the village, where 
they wintered the preceding year. The 
inhabitants, on ſeeing the rich furs and o- 


ther ſpoils, gave them a welcome reception. 
And 


(| 


Ln ons 
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And Yarmak did not forget to diſpenſe his | 


favours liberally among thoſe who had en- 
tertained him in his diſtreſs, when he fled 
from juſtice, | . 
Our adventurer had now time to reflecc 
on his miſerable circumſtances. He conſi- 
dered, that his lurking in thele parts, tho 
remote from any town, could not be long 
a ſecret : To make another attempt againſt 
the Tartars with a handful of men, ill pro. 
vided with arms and ammunition, might | 


perhaps be ruinous, and certainly unſuc- 


ceſsful. He therefore reſolved to ſubmit - 
himſelf to his Majeſty's clemency, in hopes 
of obtaining a gracious pardon for himſelf 
and his accomplices, on condition of point- 


ing out the way to a rich and eaſy conqueſt 


of a country which he had lately diſcover- 
ed. The propoſal was made at, court by a 
friend, and was of too great importance to 
be neglected. In ſhort, Yarmak was 


brought to Moſco, under a ſafe conduct, 


where he communicated the whole affair. 
He begged his Majeſty's pardon, and aſked 


a 
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a certain number of troops, ; which he pro- 
miſed to lead to a glorious conqueſt. His 
Majeſty granted him a pardon, approved of 
the expedition, and gave immediate orders 


for the troops to attend him. They march - 


ed to Solikamſky, where they paſſed the 
winter in makin g preparations for the en- 
terpriſe, which was to be undertaken in 
the ſpring. : 

During this interval, Nenn We 
with ſurpriſing prudence and activity, and 
diſcovered himſelf to be a perſon of uncom- 
mon genius. He collected ſuch. of his for- 
mer followers as remained, and formed 
them into a company, in whom he could 
confide on all occafions, 

At the proper ſeaſon, the troops fet out 
towards Siberia. On coming into the in- 
habited part of the country, they found 
many ſtraggling parties of Tartars in arms, 
ready to oppoſe them, and a number of 
boats upon the rivers, full of armed men. 
The King of the Tartars himſelf was on 
board one of theſe veſſels. This expedition 

was 
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was of ſhort duration; and, in tlie iſſue, 
fully anſwered the expectation of the Ruſ- 


ſians. I cannot omit a few particulars of 
the laſt action. The Tartars in the boats, 
being purſued by the Ruſſians, a battle en- 
ſued on the river Irtiſh. Yarmak obſcr- 


ving the King's barge, ordered his crew to | 
board her; which he endeavouring to do 


at the head of his men, jumped ſhort, fell 
into the river, and was drowned, to the 
great grief of all his followers, Thus fel 
poor Yarmak ! Notwithſtanding this miſ- 
fortune, the Ruſſians gained a complete 
victory, The brave King of the Tartars 
loſt his life in the action. His ſon, and 
the reſt of the royal family, were taken 
priſoners, and ſent to Moſco, where they 


were honourably received by the Czar, and | 


treated according to their quality, The 
prince had an extenſive property granted 
him in Ruſſia, which the family enjoys to 
this day, together with the title of Sibirſky 
Czarevitz or Prince of Siberia; which, | 
believe, is a more generous treatment of 

the 
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the conquered than any of the mighty mo- 
narchs of Peru or Mexico, or any of their 
lineage, have experienced. DE 
December 1 ith, we left Verchaturia, in 
deep ſnow. The cold was exceſſive, 1 
the ſky clear. TAI 1 
Next day, we came to a urge village, 
having a few of the Vogullitz Tartars in 
the neighbourhood ; and, the 1 3th, arrived 
at the town of Epantſhin, From Vercha- 
turia to this place the country is moſtly 


there are large plains, for corn or paſtu- 
rage. The cattle are in good condition. 


tar breed, are larger, and better ſhaped, 
than ordinary, and fit for any uſe. 


with a ditch and palliſades, and defended 
is ſometimes alarmed with incurſions of the 


Tartars, called Koſſatſhy-Orda, and Kara- 
Kalpacks; but the Ruſſians have of late ſo 


appear 


covered with woods. About the villages 
The horſes, particularly, being of the Tar- 


Epantſhin is but a ſmall place, fortified 


by a few ſoldiers in garriſon. This place. 


fortified their frontiers, that theſe rovers 
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appear ſeldomer than formerly. Both theſe 
tribes are Mahometans, live always in 
tents, and ſpread. themſelves, - with - their 
flocks, in the great deſert. . Both are ver 
numerous, and own ſubjection to different 
chiefs, whom they call Batteer, which ſig- 
| Nifies a hero. Theſe are choſen by them- 
ſelves, and are the moſt famous among 
them for their abilities in military exploits, 
They are at continual. war with the Kal 
mucks, who inhabit along the Volga, and 
with all their other neighbours. They are 
not able to ftand againſt regular troops; 
and, when attacked by them, retire into 
the wide deſert, with their families and 
cattle, whither none, but people accuſtom- 
ed to their manner of life, can follow 
them. 

The country of the 1 or 
Black-Caps, ſo called from a kind of caps 
they commonly wear, turned up with 
black lamb-ſkins, lies to the ſouth - weſt, 
towards the Volga. That of the Kofſatſhy- 


Orda extends to the ſouth-eaſt, as far ® 
the 
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the river Irtiſh, The courſe of this river 
| ſhall have occaſion to mention after- 


wards, | es 
The 14th, we came to a pretty large 
town, called Tumen, fituated upon the 
north bank of the river Tuma, from 
whence the place takes its name. The 
banks of the Tuma are high and ſteep, 
There is a very convenient wooden bridge 
| at this place. The Tuma has its ſource far 
to the weſt, and, in its courſe, is augment- 
ed by the Tura, and ſeveral other rivers, 


It continues to run to the eaſt, till meeting 
with the Tobol, it loſes itſelf and name. 


The country between Epantſhin and 


Tumen begins to be more open, and better 
peopled, than that weſtward of theſe pla- 

ces, For, beſides the Ruſſians. who make 
the greateſt part of the inhabitants, we 
meet with ſeveral villages inhabited by the 
deſcendents of the ancient Mahometans, 
who were natives of theſe places. Theſe 
Tartars ſubſiſt by agriculture, and paſs their 
| lives without care or diſturbance, in the 
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free exerciſe of their religion, and othet 
privileges. OE 
Tumen 1s a pretty neat place, and well 
fortified. The ſtreets are ſpacious, and the 
houſes built in a ſtraight line. The adiz. 
cent country is covered with fine woods, 
| interſperſed with villages, corn- fields, and 
paſturage ; and proviſions of all kinds ar 
very plentiful. The merchants of this place 
have a conſiderable trade in furs, particu. 
larly the ſkins of foxes and ſquirrels; 
_ which, indeed, are not ſo valuable here a 
they are to the eaſtward. 


Farly on the 15th, we left this place, 
keeping on our courſe along the banks of 


the Tuma, till we arrived at the river To- 
bol, which we croſſed, and proceeded along 
the eaſtern bank, through a fine country, 
and well peopled. Though the froſt fill 
continued ſtrong, it was not near ſo vic- 
lent and piercing as about Solikamſky 


which may proceed from the woods being | 


cut down, and the country cultivated, On 
the other ſide of the river, indeed, the face 
ot 


fre 
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of the country appeared flat and moraſſy, 
abounding with tall and dark woods. 
The 16th, about noon, we were in ſight 


of the city of Tobolſky, though diſtant 
from us about twenty Engliſh miles. It 


ſtands upon a very high bank of the To- 


bol. The walls are white, and the croſſes 


and cupolas of the' churches guilded, and 


| make a very fine appearance. About two 
| o'clock we arrived ſafe at the city of To- 


bolſky, the capital of this mighty pro- 
vince, and the reſidence of the governour. 


| We lodged in the broad-ftreet, leading to 


the governour's palace, and the courts of 


juſtice. 


We travelled between Tumen and To- 


| bolſky, about two hundred and fifty verſt, 
in the ſpace of thirty hours. Sledges are 


the moſt ſimple and convenient machines 
for travelling on ſnow that can be imagi- 


| ned. And the perſon in the {ledge may 


either ſit, or lie along upon the couch, ac- 
farding: to -ms inclination, 


CHAP. 


_— OT 
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Occurrences at Tobolſky, Obſervation 


on the Kalmucks, &c. and Jour. 


ney continued to Tomſty. 


TIPOBOLSKY is fituated in latitude fifty 


eight degrees forty minutes north, at 


the conflux of the Irtiſh and Tobol. From 
this laſt the city has its name. Both theſe 
rivers are navigable for ſeveral hundred 
miles above this place, The Irtiſh, after 
receiving the Tobol, becomes a noble 
fiream, and diſcharges itſelf into the Oby. 


This ſituation was choſen by the Ruſſians, 


both for its ſtrength and beauty.. Formerly 


the Tartar princes had their abode at 2 
place 
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place about thirty verſt ſouth from Tobol- 
cy, which is now neglected and ruinous. 
Tobolſky 18 fortified with a ſtrong brick- 
wall, having ſquare towers and baſtions at 
proper diſtances, and 1s well furniſhed with 
military ſtores, Within the town ſtand the 
| governour's palace, courts of juſtice, ſeve- 
| ral churches built of brick, particularly a 
large cathedral, and the palace of the arch- 
S bihop. From the walls you have a very 
extenſive proſpect of a fine country, eſpe= 
cially to the ſouth. To the weſt the land 
is alſo flat, and overgrown with tall woods. 
W The inhabitants are chiefly Ruſſians, of dif- 
ferent profeſſions ; many of them are mer- 
| chants, and very rich, by the profitable 
| trade they carry on to the borders of Chi- 
na, and many places of their own country. 
Theſe live moſtly upon the hill. Under 
the hill, in the ſuburbs, along the banks of 
the river, are ſeveral large ſtreets, called 
| the Tartar- ſtreets, occupied by the remains 
of the ancient inhabitants of theſe parts. 
Here, as at other places, theſe people enjoy 
the 


the free exerciſe of their religion, and 


ps A JOURNEY 1 


the privileges of trade. They reſemble, Ch 
in their perſons, religion, language, and nat 
manners, the Tartars of Cazan and Aſtra- for 
chan, Their houſes are very cleanly. They reſj 
are very courteous to ſtrangers, and e: dee 
teemed honeſt ; on which account they gen 
get great credit in their commercial affairs, abo 
Beſides the fortification formerly mention- ever 
ed about the town, the whole ſuburbs ate viſit 
ſurrounded with a ditch and palliſades, thin 
When we were at Tobolſky, Siberia wu echt 
ſuperintended by Mr Petrof Solovoy, vice. in tl 
governour, a perſon well acquainted with a ſn 
the buſineſs of the government, and a Cap- that 
tain of the guards. The former governour, pect 
Kneaz Gagarin, had incurred his Majeſty' 1 
diſpleaſure, and was recalled; and his ſue- priſc 


ceſſor, Kneaz Alexie Michaylovitz Cher- 
kaſky, a nobleman worthy of ſuch an im- 
portant truſt, was not yet arrived, 

As, in moſt other towns through which | 
we paſſed, we found here many Swediſh 
officers of diſtinction, Among others, 

| Mon- 


ig. TO EK IN. ang 


| Monſieur Dittmar, formerly ſecretary to 
Charles XII. King of Sweden. He was a 
native of Livonia, . and equally eſteemed 
for his probity and capacity. He was much 


'D 
7 eeſpected by the late governour, who, in- 
. deed, was a friend to all theſe unfortunate 


gentlemen. They were allowed to walk 
about at large, a- hunting or fiſhing, and 
even permitted to travel to other places, to 
W vilit their countrymen. For my part, I 

[| think the greateſt favour his Majeſty ſhew- 
| ed theſe priſoners, was the cantoning them 
in theſe parts, where they may live well at 
| a ſmall expence, and enjoy all the liberty 


p- that perſons in their circumſtances can ex- 
r, | pect. | h Oy 15 | 3 
13 WH I cannot but obſerve, that the Swediſh 


priſoners, diſperſed in moſt of the towns in 
| this country, contributed not a little to the 
| cMlizing the inhabitants of theſe diſtant 
regions, as they were the means of intro- 
| ducing ſeveral uſeful arts, which were al- 
| moſt unknown before their arrival. 


Many 
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Many of the officers, being gentlemen q 
liberal education, the better to ſuppor 
their tedious capitivity, devoted their tine 
to the ſtudy of the more agreeable and en. 
tertaining parts of ſcience, particularly my. 
ſic and painting; wherein ſome. of then 
attained to great perfection. I was preſent 
at ſeveral of their concerts, and was not: 
little ſurpriſed to find ſuch harmony, and 
variety of muſical inftruments, in this Pai 
of the world. | 
They ſometimes amuſed chemſelves with 
teaching young gentlemen and ladies the 
French and German languages, muli 
dancing, and other ſimilar accompliſhments; 
whereby they gained many friends amony 


the people of diſtinction; a circumſtance, to of x 
men in their ſituation, both honourable and an a 
uſeful. on t 
In Tobolſky there are ad about fire E 
or fix thouſand regular troops, Borſe and of ſi 
foot, beſides a number of irregulars. Thet WW ticu! 
troops, added to the natural ſtrength of to & 
the place, effectually ſecure it from am , at: 
EY 


attacks of the neighbouring Tartars. 
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The woods and felds about Tobolſæy 
| are ſtored with all kinds of game natural | 
to the climate; ſuch as the coq-limoge, 
coq-bruiere, and gilinots; the laſt are a- 
bout the ſize of a partridge, their fleſh is 
| white, and very agreeable. There is ano= 
| ther kind of theſe gilinots, ſomewhat larger, 
with rough feet, which, in the winter, 


urn white as a dove. Alſo the common 


partridge, which, on the approach of win- 
| ter, flies off to more temperate climates ; | 
wood-cocks, a great variety of ſnipes, 
which fly off in autumn, after having 
hatched their young. As for water- fowl, 
no country in the world can produce ſuch 
numbers, and variety; they are alſo birds 
of paſſage. In my Perſian journal, I gave 
an account of the vaſt flocks of theſe fowls 
on the ſhores of the Caſpian Sea. 

| Here alſo you meet with ſeveral kinds 
of ſmall birds, about the ſize of a lark, par- 
ticularly thoſe called ſnow-birds. They come 
to Siberia in vaſt flocks in autumn, and re- 
main till the ſpring, when they diſappear. 
YorL-L i 5 Many 
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Many of them are white as ſnow, ſome 
ſpeckled, and others all over brown. They ba 
are reckoned a very fine and delicious diſh, 
I obſerved another very pretty bird, a- | wt 
bout the ſize of a thruſh, having beautiful me 
red and yellow feathers in the wings and 1 
tail, with a tuft of brown feathers on its ſea 
head, which it raiſes at pleaſure.- "Theſe WM all 
are alſo birds of paſſage; and; as they {ſki 
breed no where in Europe or Aſia that fu 
know of, perhaps both theſe and the ſnow- pre 
birds may come to Siberia from the north- 
ern parts of America, This conjeQure fro 
will appear not improbable, when it is con- yel 


ſidered, that theſe birds are of a hardy na- nir 

ture, and the flight not ſo far as is generally 
imagined. 5 va 
In the woods are various kinds of wild 


beaſts; ſuch as bears, wolves, lynxes, ſe- vel 
veral ſorts of foxes, ſquirrels, ermins, ſa- roc 
bles, martins, and roſio- macks, called feel- ber 
freſs by the Germans. The furs are better WF fre 


of their kinds than thoſe of any other | Th 
country. The ermins commonly burroꝶ col 
| in 
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in the open fields, and are caught in traps | 
baited with a bit of fleſh ; this is done on- 

ly in the winter, when they are altogether 
white, and the fur moſt valuable. In ſum- 


| mer moſt of theſe animals turn brown, 


when they are not killed, becauſe, at this 


beaſon, the fur is of little uſe. There are 


alſo ottars in the rivers and lakes, whoſe 
ſkins yield a conſiderable profit. Indeed, 
furs of all ſorts, in this country, are very 
profitable. At preſent, few ſables are caught 


in this neighbourhood ; it is ſaid they fly 


from ſmoke, which, perhaps, 1s partly true; 
yet I am apt to believe, that theſe poor a- 


nimals are chaſed away towards the north, 
to the wild woods, on account of the high 
value of their ſkins. 


The woods of Siberia abound alſo with 
veniſon of ſeveral ſorts; as elk, rain- deer, 
roe-buck, together with an incredible num- 
ber of hares, which change their colour, 
from brown in ſummer to white in winter. 
The hares are generally caught by the 
country people in toils, more on account 


of 
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of their thing than their fleſh, of which | 
they make but little uſe. The ſkins are 
bought by the merchants, and ſent, in great 
quantities to St Peterſburgh, and * other 
ports, in order to be exported to England, 
Holland, and other countries, where they 
are chiefly manufactured into hats. 
_ Having deſcribed the land animals, | 
ſhall now give ſome account of the fiſh, 
In my opinion, there are few countries in 
the world fo well watered, with fine navi- 
gable rivers and lakes, as Siberia; and few 
rivers and lakes produce greater quantities, 
or more variety, of excellent freſh water 
fiſh, than thoſe in this country. For, be 
fides ſturgeon, white- fiſn, ſterlet, and o- 
thers, to be found in the Volga, and the 
rivers in Ruſſia, there are ſeveral kinds pe- 
culiar to this part of the world ; particu- 
| larly the muchſoon, about the ſize of a 
large carp, and much eſteemed by perſons 
of delicate taſte. 
Southward from Tobolſky the ſoil 1s 
fruitful, producing abundance of when, 
| re, 
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rye, barley, oats, and other grain, The 
| cattle alſo are very numerous, and in win- 
ter are fed with hay. In a word, provi- 
Gons of all kinds are extremely reaſonable, 
From what 1 have ſaid, it will appear, that 
Tobolſky is by no means ſuch a diſagreea» 
| ble place as is generally imagined. What- 
| ever the opinions of mankind may be 
| is the buſineſs of a traveller to deſcribe pla- 
ces and things without prejudice or partia- 
ty, and exhibit them fairly as they really 
appear. This principle it ſhall be my ſtudy 
to keep always in view. 

Captain Tabar, a Swediſh officer, was at 
this time writing a hiſtory of Siberia. He 
was a gentleman very capable for ſuch a 
performance; and, if it ſhall ever be pu- 
bliſhed, it cannot fail of giving great ſatis- 
faction to the curious, 

Before I leave Tobolſky, it wills Not ihe 
improper to give a ſhort account of the fa- 

mous river Irtiſh, that paſſes this place. It 
| continues its courſe a little to the eaſt- 
ward of the north, in a ſtrong but ſmooth 

current, 


current, viſiting ſeveral ſmall towns and 
villages, and receiving many lefler ſtream, 
and a large river called Konda, running 
eaſtward, 'till it diſcharges itſelf into' the 
Oby, at a town called Samariofſky-yamm, 

about ſix hundred verſt below Tobolſky. 
The Irtiſh takes its riſe from a great 
lake, named Korzan, in'a mountainou 
country, about fifteen hundred verſt to the 
ſouthward of Tobolſky. The country 2. 
bout this lake is inhabited by the Black 
Kalmucks, a mighty and numerous people, 
governed by a Prince called Kontayſhi, 
From theſe the Kalmucks on the Volga are 
deſcended. After the Irtiſh hath run for 
many miles through a hilly country cover- 
ed with wood, it paſſes through a fine fruit- 
ful plain, inhabited by the Kalmucks, till it 
comes to a houſe called Sedmy-palaty, 0 
the Seven Rooms, ſituated to the right in 
coming down the river. It is very ſurpri- 
ſing to find ſuch a regular edifice in the mid- 
dle of a deſert. Some of the Tartars fa) 
it was built. by Tamerlane, called by the 
| Tartars 


ms. TO EH IN, apy: 


Tartars Temyr-ack-ſack, or Lame-temyr ; 
others by Gingeez-chan., The building; 
according to the beſt information I could 
obtain, is of brick or ſtone, well finiſhed, 
| and continues ſtill entire. It conſiſts of 
ſeven apartments under one roof, from 
| whence it has the name of the Seven Pa- 
laces. Several of theſe rooms are filled 
with ſcrolls of glazed paper, fairly written, 
and many of them in gilt characters. Some 
of the ſcrolls are black, but the greateſt 
part white. The language in which they 
| are written is that of the Tonguſts, or Kal- 
| mucks. While I was at Tobolſky, I met 
with a ſoldier in the ſtreet with a bundle 
of theſe papers in his hand: He aſked me 
E to buy them; which I did for a ſmall ſam. 
| kept them till my arrival in England, 


when I diſtributed them among my friends; 

particularly to that learned antiquarian Sir 
Hans Sloane, who valued them at a high 

rate, and gave them a Pie in his celebra- 

ted muſeum. 


Two 
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Two of theſe ſcrolls were ſent, by order 
of the Emperor Peter the Firſt, to the 
Royal Academy at Paris. The Academy 
returned a tranſlation, which I ſaw in the 
rarity-chamber at St Peterſburgh. One al 
them contained a commiſſion to a lama 0 
prieſt ; and the other a form of prayer to 
the Deity. Whether this inter pretation 
may be depended on, I ſhall not determin: 
The Tartars eſteem them all ſacred writing 
as appears from the care they take to pre- 
ſerve them, Perhaps they may contain 
{ome curious pieces of antiquity, particu- 


larly of ancient hiſtory. Above the Sed- 


my-palaty, towards the ſource of the li- 


tiſh, upon the hills and valleys, grows the 


beſt rhubarb in the world, without the leaf 
culture. 1 | 

Several days journey from the Palaces 
down the Irtiſh, on the weſtern bank, 
ſtands an old tower named Kalbazinſſa- 


baſhna, or the tower of Kalbazin. Below 


this is the lake Tamiſhoff, to the right, 


where the Ruſſians have built a ſmall fort, 
for 
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| for the conveniency of making and gather- 


ing falt from that lake, great quantities 


| whereof are made by the ſun ; it is brought 
| in barks down the river to Tobolſky, 


and other places. This fort created ſome 


| jealouſy to the Kontayſha; he ſent an am- 
| baſſador to the governour of Siberia, re- 


queſting to have it demoliſhed; but this 


demand not being granted, the difference 


came to an open rupture, the eyent of which 
time muſt diſcover. 1 8 
Deſcending farther, you meet with ano- 
ther ſettlement of the Ruſſians, called She- 
lezinſky, from a rivulet of that name in 
its neighbourhood. A little below Shele- 
zinſky ſtands Omuſka, a conſiderable town 
which alſo derives its name from a river. 


| Both theſe places are ſituated on the eaſt- 


ern bank of the Irtiſh, You now paſs 


| ſome inconſiderable places before you ar- 
| rive at Tara, a little town ſituated on the 
| weſtern bank, on the road leading from 


Tobolſky to Tomſky, through a country 
You, I. Geo Called 
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called Baraba, of which 1 ſhall give ſome | 
account as we proceed to the eaſt. © 


Between Tara and Tobolſky are a fey 
fmall towns, and many villages, inhabited 
by Mahometan Tartars. And the country 


abounds with corn, COIs 2 fine paſtu- 


ran.” 
1 have now pointed out the courſe of 


the Irtiſh tifl it reaches Tobolſky, and from 


thence till it empties itſelf into the river 


Oby. I have nothing further to remark 


concerning Tobolſky and the country a- 


round it, and ſhould therefore now purſue 


our journey to the eaſtward ; bur, before 
I Teave this place, I imagine it will not be 
improper to ſubjoin a few more particulars 
relative to the Kontayſha, Prince of the 
Kalmucks, whom 1 formerly mentioned. 
Jam the more inclined to do this, as I can 
entirely depend on my intelligence, having 
procured it from perſons who have been in 
that country, and ſeen this Prince ; but 


particularly from an ingenious and pene- 


trating gentleman, who fills a public office 
| N 1 


18 t 
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in this place, 1 was employed in ſeveral 
meſſages to him from the late governour of 
S ru, 

The territories of this Prince. are 3 
ed by three of the moſt potent empires in 
the world; ; on the north by Ruſſia, by 
China on the eaſt, and by the country of 
the Great Mogul to the ſouth. From the 
two firſt he is ſeparated by deſert plains, 


and from the third by almoſt impaſlable 


mountains, To the ſouth-weſt his fron- 
tiers reach near to Bucharia. The Kon- 
tayſna is a very powerful Prince, and able 
to bring into the field, at a ſhort warning, 
an hundred thouſand horſemen, who are all 
of them able-bodied men, well mounted, 
and armed with bows and arrows, lances and 
ſabres. This is a greater number of horſe 
than any Prince that I know can muſter, 
except his Ruſſian Majeſty, and the Em- 
peror of China, Theſe Tartars live in tents 
all the year, removing from place to place, 
as called by neceſſity or inclination. This 
is the moſt ancient and pleaſant manner of 

life, 


2 


1 


PEP 
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intereſts of his people; and as aſſiduous in 


reſpe& theſe Eaſtern Princes entertain for 
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life. It is entertaining to hear them com. | 
miſerate thoſe who are confined to one of © 


place of abode, and obliged to ſupport them- cerc 
ſelves by labcur, which they” reckon the 


greateſt ſlavery. b mit 
The Kontayſha has always ſome thou- fat 


ſands of his ſubjects encamped near him- bou 


ſelf, who treat him with great veneration | doy 
and reſpect. And, in juſtice to him, it wuſt WW mu 
be confeſſed, that he is as attentive to the The 


the adminiſtration of juſtice, in particular, 
as if they were his own children. him 

The Kalmucks are not ſuch ſavage peo- rect 
ple as they are generally repreſented ; for hi 
I am informed, a perſon may travel among anſ 


them with greater ſafety, both to his per- con 


{on and effects, than in many other coun» wri 


tries. 8 5 . ſeer 

The Kontayſha received the deputies ple: 
from the governour of Siberia, like ambaſ- no 
ſadors from foreign Princes, and treated titic 


them accordingly. This ſhows what high MI reac 


his 


his ah Maj eſty, when dhe governour 
of Siberia is regarded as a ſovereign. The 
ceremony on theſe occaſions was as follows. 
The deputy with his ſervants were ad- 
mitted into the tent, where the Kontayſha 
fat with his queen' and ſeveral children a- 
bout him. He deſired all of them to ſit 
down on carpets or mats; for the Kal- 
mucks, like moſt Aſiatics, uſe no chairs. 
They were entertained with tea before din- 
ner; and, after ir, the Kontayſha diſmiſſed 
the deputy in a friendly manner, telling 
him, he would ſend for him next day to 
receive an anſwer to the governour's letter, 
which he punctually performed. This 
anſwer was Expreſſed in very plain and 
conciſe terms, Theſe Tartars in general 
write with brevity and perſpicuity. I have 
ſeen ſeveral of their letters tranſlated, which 
pleaſed me extremely, as they contained 
no tedious preambles, nor diſguſting repe- 
titions, which ſerve 8785 to perplex the 
reader, 
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The Emperor of China was ſome time 


ago engaged in a war with the Kontayſhy, 
about; ſome- frontier | towns, of which the 
3 took poſſeſſion, and maintained hit 
claim with a ſtrong army. The Emperar 


ſent againſt him an army of three hundrel 


thouſand men, under the command of hi 
fourteenth ſon, who is reckoned the bel 


general of all his children. Notwithſtan- 


ding their ſuperiority in numbers, the Kon- 
tayſha defeated the Chineſe in ſeveral ar- 
tions. The Emperor, at laſt, thought it 
beſt to accommodate the difference, and 1 


peace was concluded, to the ſatisfaction of 
both parties. 


It muſt be obſerved,” =, the Chinel 


being obliged to, undertake a long and dif- 


ficult march, through a deſert and barren 
country, lying weſtward of the long wall, 
being alſo incumbered with artillery and 
heavy carriages, containing proviſions for 
the whole army during their march, had 
their force greatly diminiſhed before they 


reached the enemy. The Kontayſha, on 
the 


the other han having itelhgenvr of the 
great army coming againſt him, waited pa- | 
tiently on his own. frontiers till the enemy 
was within a few days march of his camp, 
when he ſent out detachments of light 
horſe, to ſet fire ro the graſs, and lay waſte 
the country. He alſo diftraQed them, day 
and night, with repeated alarms, which, 
together with want of proviſions, obliged 
them to retire with conſiderable loſs. _ 

This method of carrying on war, by 
| waſting the country, is very ancient among 
| the Tartars, and praiſed by all of them 
from the Danube eaſtward, This circum- 
| ſtance renders them a dreadful enemy to 
| regular troops, who muſt thereby be de- 
prived of all ſubſiſtence, while the Tartars, 
having always many ſpare horſes to kill and 
eat, are at no loſs for proviſions. 

[ have only to add, that the Kontayſha 
muſt be the ſame prince who, in our Eu- 
ropean maps, 1s generally called the Great 
Cham of Tartary, As no Europeans tra- 
vel through that country, theſe maps muſt 

"ms 
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be very erroneous. It is, however, to w. 
expected, that the Ruſſians will in une in 
make a more complete diſcovery of the an 
eaſtern parts of Alia, on 
- Qur baggage did not arrive at Tobolky be 
till the 23d of December. The people n. art 
freſhed themſelves till the 27th, when they Wi 
again ſet out, taking the road along the li a] 
tiſh to Tara. The ambaſſador and his res 20 
tinue remained, to paſs the reſt of the holi- . th! 
days. Th 
1 ; bot 
January gth, 1720, we proceeded i- ue 
wards Tara. We paſſed through many the 
Tartar villages, and at night lodged in one the 
of their little huts, and warmed ourſelves f 
at a good fire on the hearth. Theſe houſes ban 
conſiſt generally of one or two rooms, ac- ngl 
cording to the ability of the landlord, Near il ber 
to the hearth is fixed an iron-kettle, to 1 
dreſs the victuals. In one end of the a. tow 
partment is placed a bench, about eighteen trot 
inches high, and fix feet broad, covered 0 


with mats, or ſkins of wild beaſts, upon 
which 


. FORK why 


wich all the family ſit by day, and ſleep 
| in the night. The walls are built of wood 
| and moſs, conſiſting of large beams, laid 

one above another, with a layer of moſs 
between every two beams, All the roofs 
are raiſed, A ſquare hole is cut out for a 
window, and, to ſupply the want of glaſs, 
| a piece of ice is formed to fit the place ex- 
ally, which lets in a good light. Two or 
| three pieces will laſt the whole winter, 
Theſe Tartars are very neat and cleanly, 
both in their perſons and houſes. They 
ule no ſtoves, as the Ruſhans do. Near 
the houſe there is commonly a ſhade for 
the cattle. 

We continued our journey along the 
banks of the Irtiſh, having the river to the 
right or left, as the road lay from one Tar- 
| far village to another. 
The 15th, we reached Tara, a ſmall 
town, reckoned about five hundred verſt 
from Tobolſky. In all this road we did 


not meet with a Ruſſian village, except a 
Vor. L | Hh ſmall 
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| ſmall one near Tara, The country aboung 


with woods, corn-fields, and fine paſturage, 


which appeared ſufficiently from the quan- 
tities of hay, and the good condition of the 
cattle, though the face of the country waz 
covered with deep ſnow. We found the 


air at Tara much milder than at any Place 


| ſince we left WR 


Tara is ſituated on the Irtiſh, and fert. 


| fied with a deep ditch, ſtrong paliſades, and 


wooden towers, ſufficient to defend it a- 
gainſt the ſudden attacks of the Tartan, 
called Koſſatſhy- orda, who inhabit weſt 
ward of the Irtiſh, and are very trouble- 


| ſome neighbours, 


_ Here we laid in proviſions for our jour- 
ney over the Baraba, which ſignifies, in the 
Tartar language, a marſhy plain, Its in- 
habitants are a mixture of different Tartar 
tribes, called Birabintzy, from the name of 


the country in which they live. They are 


poor miſerable people, being treated as ſub- 


jects both by the Emperor and the Contay- 
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ſha, and obliged to pay a tribute, in fav 


and ſkins of wild beaſts to each. They 


have no grain nor cattle of any kind, 


| except a few rain- deer, and ſubſiſt by hunt- 


ing and fiſhing. What fiſh they conſume 


| not in the ſummer are dried and ſmoked 


for their winter proviſions. They are part- 
| ly of the Mahometan, and partly of the 
Kalmuck religion ; but this difference cau- 
| ſes no diſputes. 

It is generally reckoned, that more rob- 
| beries are committed in Baraba than in 
any country on the road to China ; not 
| by the natives, for they are very honeſt and 
| hoſpitable, but by the Kalmucks, who come 


| to collect tribute for the Kontayſha, who 


| ſometimes pick up travellers, and carry 


| them off, with all their effects. It was ſaid, 


that a ſtrong party of them, having intel- 
ligence that the ambaſſador was to paſs 


that way, waited to intercept him; on 


which account, he took thirty dragoons 


| and ſome Coſſacks, from the garriſon of 


| Tobolſky, to eſcort him to Tomſky ; which 
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was a ſufficient guard againſt any robber, 


who might attack us; and he knew the 


of Kontayſha was too polite a prince tO au- 


thoriſe his ſubjects to moleſt any foreig 


miniſter who had done him no injury, noi- 


withſtanding the differences that ſubſiſte 
between him and his Czariſh Majeſty. 

Our baggage having waited at Tara til 
our arrival, we left that place on the 18th; 
and next dæy came to a large Ruſſian vil. 
lage, ſixty verſt from Tara, and the laſt in. 


habited by Ruſſians, till you paſs the Batz. 


ba, and come to the river Oby. 
In the places through which we paſſed, 


the ambaſſador ſent for all the hunters and 


ſportſmen, that he might inquire what 
kinds of game and wild beaſts were in 


their neighbourhood. Hunting is the em- 


ployment of moſt of the young fellows in 
this country, and is very profitable, as they 
ſell the furs to great advantage. We found 


that this place produced great plenty, both 


of game and wild beaſts, but few ſables, In 


the ſpring, a number of elks and ſtags com? 


hither, 
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| hicher, from the ſouth; many of which 
are killed by the inhabitants, "Mol. atom 


count of their fleſh. and their hides. What 


of the fleſh is not conſumed freſh; they ſalt. 
The hides are very large, and are dreſſed 
| into excellent buff. The huntſman, having 
found the track of a ſtag upon the ſnow, 
purſues it upon his ſnow ſhoes, with his 
| bow and arrows, and little dog, till the ani- 
mal is quite fatigued ; for, the ſnow on the 
E Garface being melred by the heat of the 
ſun, and congealed at night by the froſt, 
but not ſtrong enough to bear the weight 


| of ſuch an animal, he finks deep at every 


ſtep, and the ſharp ice cuts his ancles, and 
lames him; ſo that he becomes an eaſy 
| prey to this hunter, 

One of theſe hunters told me the _ 


| ing ſtory, which was confirmed by ſeveral 


| of his neighbours : Thar, in the year 1713, 
in the month of March, being out a hunt- 
ing, he diſcovered the tract of a ſtag, which 


he purſued ; at overtaking the animal, he 
| ras ſomewhat ſtartled, on obſerving it had 
only 
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only one horn, ftuck in the middle of in 
forehead. Being near this village, he drow 
it home, and ſhowed it, to the great adnj. 
ration of the ſpectators. He afterwarg 
killed it, and eat the fleſh, and ſold the 
horn to a comb-maker in the town of Tx 
ra for ten alteens, about fifteen pence Ster 
ling. I inquired carefully about the ſhape 
and ſize of this unicorn, as I. ſhall call i, 
and was told it exactly reſembled a ſtag 
The horn was of a browniſh colour, about 
one archeen, or twenty-eight inches long, 
and twiſted from the root till within a fin- 
ger's length of the top, where it was divi- 
ded, like a fork, into two points very 

ſharp. 5 
The 19th, we entered the Baraba, and 
continued travelling through it for ten 
days, when we came to a large Ruſſian vil- 
lage called Tzauſky Oftrogue, from a 1- 
vulet of that name, which diſcharges itſelf 
into the Oby, a little diſtance eaſtward 
from this place. Here is a ſmall fort, ſur- 


rounded with a ditch and palliſades, mount” 
| ed 


ten 
Vil 


Wo 
tſelf 
vard 
ſur- 


unt⸗ 
cd 


„e TO/PEKIN, ag 


ed with a few cannon, and garriſoned by 
ſome militia of the country, in order to 


prevent the incurſions of the Kalmucks, 


We ſtaid a day at this place, to refreſh 


ourſelyes, and having changed horſes, pro- 


ceeded towards Tomſky. 


Baraba is really what its name ſignifies, 


an extenſive marſhy plain. It is generally 


full of lakes, and marſhy grounds, over- 


grown with tall woods of aſpin, alder, wil- 
lows, and other aquatics; particularly many 
large birch-trees, having their bark as white 
and ſmooth as paper. The lakes abound 

with various kinds of fiſhes, ſuch as pikes, 


perches, breams, eels, and particularly a 


fiſh called karraſs, of an uncommon big- 


neſs, and very fat. Theſe the inhabitants 
dry, in ſummer, for winter proviſions, 
which are all the food to be found among 


| them, I have eat of it often, and thought 
it not diſagreeable. In winter, they uſe 


melted ſnow for water. They are very 
hoſpitable ; and deſire nothing, in return 


of 
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of their civilities, but a little tobacco 16 
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inte 


ſmoke, and a dram of brandy, of whit 
they are very fond. The dreſs, both d 
men and women, conſiſts of long coats d 


ſheep-ſkins, which they get from the R, | 
fans and Kalmucks, in exchange for mo; "'” 
valuable furs, As they wear no other 1 tere 
parel, nor even ſhirts, they are very nal, her 
Their huts are moſt miſerable habitation, . 
and ſunk about one-half under ground, 1 
We were glad, however, to find them, as: Kut 
baiting place, in ſuch a cold ſeaſon. 6g 
The Barabintzy, like moſt of the ancien * 
natives of Siberia, have many conjurers a- he + 
mong them, whom they call Shamans, al iſ bet 
ſometimes prieſts. Many of the female _ 
ſex alſo aſſume this character. The ih ſl 
mans are held in great eſteem by the peo- lay 
ple; they pretend to correſpondence with iſ ** 
the ſhaytan, or devil; by whom, they ay, a hu 
they are informed of all paſt and future e. Age 


vents, at any diftance of time or place. 


Our ambaſſador reſolved to inquire ftridly 
- into 


cient 
TS d- 
„ and 
male 
1 
peo. 
with 
; {ay, 
re e- 
place, 
ict 

into 
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into the truth of many ſtrange ſtories, ge- 

Inerally believed, concerning the ſhamans, 

ind {cat for all of fame in that way in the 
places through which we paſſed. 


In Baraba, we went to viſit a famous 


woman of this character. When we =”, 
tered her houſe, ſhe continued buſy about 


her domeſtic affairs, without almoſt taking 


any notice of her gueſts, However, after 
ſhe had ſmoked a pipe of tobacco, and : 
drunk a dram of brandy, ſhe began to be 
more cheerful. Our people aſked her ſome. 
tiling queſtions about their friends; but 


ſhe pretended to be quite ignorant, till he 


got more tobacco, and ſome inconſiderable 


preſents, when ſhe began to collect her 


conjuring tools. Firſt, ſhe brought the 
ſhaytan ; which is nothing but a piece of 
wood, wherein is cut ſomething reſembling 
a human head, adorned with many {ilk and 


woollen rags, of various colours ; then a 
mall drum, about a foot diameter, to which 


were fixed many braſs and iron rings, and 
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| 17 
hung round alſo with rags. She now be. hi 
gan a diſmal tune, keeping time with thy Of 
drum, which ſhe beat with a flick for thy 
purpoſe. Several of her neighbours, whon = 
ſhe had previouſly called to her aſliſtance, WW TP 
Joined in the chorus. During this ſcene, WM .: 


which laſted about a quarter of an hou, 
ſhe kept the ſhaytan, or image, cloſe by 
herſelf, ſtuck up in a corner. The charn 
being now finiſhed, ſhe deſired us to pu 
our queſtions, Her anſwers were deliver 
ed very artfully, and with as much obſcu- 
rity and ambiguity, as they could har 
been given by any oracle. She was 1 
young woman, and very handſome. 
On the 29th of January, we reached the 
Oby, which we crofſed on the ice, and 
entered a country pretty well inhabited 
by Ruſſians, where we found proviſions, 
and freth horſes, as often as we wanted 
them. The country is generally covered 
with woods, except about the villages, 
where are fine corn-fields, and good pa- 
ture grounds. Our courſe, lay a little to 
the 
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the northward of the eaſt of from Tzauſky 
Oſtrogue. | | 


February 4th, we arrived ſafe at the 


town of Tomſky, ſo called from the noble 


| river Tomm, upon the eaftern bank of 
which it ſtands, | 
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[ | g Occurrences at Tomſky ; obſervation 4 
4 on the Tzulimm Tartars, & no 
ad journey continued to Elinſh, e. 
1 os, ver 
i unc 

| 1 | in t 
1 TEE citadel of Tomſky is fituated on BW. 
F an eminence, and contains the con- gag 
| mandant's houſe, public offices, and bar- WF mu, 
4 1 | racks for the garriſon. The fortifications, con 
1 | like moſt others in this country, are of Wi and 
wood, The town ſtands under the hill gran 


along the banks of the river Tomm. Thc the 


country about this place is pleaſant and ties 
fruitful. From the top of the hill you BI ons 


have a very extenſive view every way, ©* BW and 
_ cept 


cept to the ſouth, where it is interrupted 


Ia great way ſouthward. 
About eight, or ten days e 


tombs, and burying places of ancient he- 
roes, who, in all probability, fell in battle. 
Theſe tombs are eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the 
mounds of earth and ſtones raiſed upon 
them, When, or by whom theſe battles 
| were fought, ſo far to the northward, is 
uncertain, I was informed by the Tartars 
in the Baraba, that Tamerlane, or Timyr- 
ack-ſack, as they call him, had many en- 
| gagements in that country with the Kal- 
| mucks, whom he in vain endeavoured to 
conquer. Many perſons go from Tomſky 


e of Wi and other parts every ſummer to theſe 


praves, which they dig up, and find, among 
the aſhes of the dead, conſiderable quanti- 
and Wil tics of gold, filver, braſs, and ſome preci- 
ous ſtones ; but particularly hilts of ſwords 


„eK and armour, They find alſo ornaments of 


cept . 1 80 ſaddles 


Eby hills. Beyond theſe hills there is a 
large, dry, and open plain, which ſtretches 


Tomiky, in this plain, are found many 
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ſaddles and bridles, and other trappings fi 
horſes; and even the bones of horſes, 20 
ſometimes thoſe of elephants. Whencey 
appears, that when any general or perſa 
of diſtinction was interred, all his arms, li 


favourite horſe and ſervant, were burie 


with him in the ſame grave : This cuſton 
prevails to this day among the Kalmuck 
and other Tartars, and ſeems to be of pret 
antiquity, It appears from the number of 
graves, that many thouſands muſt har 
falleg on theſe plains ; for the people hare 
continued to dig for ſuch treaſure many 
years, and ſtill find it unexhauſted. They 
are ſometimes indeed interrupted, and rob 
bed of all their booty, by parties of the 


Kalmucks, who abhor the diſturbing the 


aſhes of the dead. 
I have ſeen ſeveral pieces of armour, 
and other curioſities, that were dug out of 


theſe tombs, particularly an armed man 01 


Horſeback, caſt in braſs, of no mean deſig 
nor workmanſhip ; alſo figures of det, 


caſt in pure gold, which were {plit through 


the 
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town called Kuznetſky. 


the middle, and had ſome ſmall holes in 
them, as intended for ornaments to a qui- 


ver, or the furniture of a horſe. 


While we were at Tomſky, one of theſe 


| orave-diggers told me, that once they light- 
ed on an arched vault, where they found 
the remains of a man, with his bow, ar- 
rows, lance, and other arms, lying together 


On touching the body 


on a ſilver table. 


it fell to duſt, The value of the table and 


arms was very conſiderable, 

The country about the ſource of the ri- 
ver Tomm, near which theſe tombs are, is 
very fruitful and pleaſant. At the ſource 
of the Tomm the Ruſſians have a ſmall 
This river is 
formed by the Kondoma, and many leſſer 
rivers ; all which run to the north. 

in the hills above Kuznetſky, there had 
ately been diſcovered rich mines of copper, 


and ſome of ſilver; which, ſince I was in 


this country, have been greatly improved. 


On the hills, and in the woods near this 
place, are many ſorts of wild beaſts, parti- 


cularly 


engage with them. Theſe animals ar 


it is not ſo big as the urus; its body and 


growing from the rump to the extremity, 


their ſkins. They have, in all reſpects, the 


like that of a tiger. 


\2 


17 

cularly the urus, or uhr-ox, one of the un 

flerceſt animals the world produces, and Th 
exceeding, in ſize and ſtrength, all the no 

horned ſpecies. Their force and agility is ful 

ſuch, that no wolf, bear, nor tiger, dare to va 


found in the woods of Poland, and ſome 
other parts of Europe. As they are well 
known I need not deſcribe them. 

In the ſame woods is found another ſpe. 
cies of oxen, called bubul by the Tartar; 


limbs are very handſome ; it has a hig 
ſhoulder and a flowing-tail, with long hair 


like that of a horſe. Thoſe I ſaw were 
tame, and as traQable as other cattle. Here | 
are alſo wild aſſes. I have ſeen many of 


head, tail, and hoofs of an ordinary als; 
but their hair is waved, white and brown, 


There is, beſides, a number of wild hor- 
ſes, of a cheſnut- colour, which cannot be 
| | tamed, 
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tamed, though they are catched when foals. 
Theſe horſes differ nothing from the com- 


mon kind in ſhape, but are the moſt watch- | 
ful creatures alive. One of them waits al- 


ways on the heights to give warning to 


the reſt, and, upon the leaſt approach of 
danger, runs to the herd, making all the 
noiſe it can; upon which all of them fly 
away, like ſo many deer. The ftallion 


drives up the rear, neighing, biting and 


kicking thoſe who do not run faſt enough. 


[Notwithſtanding this wonderful ſagacity, 
| theſe animals are often ſurpriſed by the 
Kalmucks, who ride in among them, well 


mounted on ſwift horſes, and kill them 


with broad lances. Their fleſh they eſteem | 
| excellent food, and uſe their ſkins to ſleep 


upon inſtead of couches, Theſe are the 


animals peculiar to this part of the coun- 


try; and, beſides theſe, there are many 
more common to this place with the reſt 


of Siberia, 


The river Tomm, having paſſed Kuz- 


netſky, Tomſky, and ſeveral other towns 


K k — 
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of leſs note, empties itſelf into the Oby, at 


a place called Nikolſky, about an hundred 
verſt below Tomſky, in a country over- 
grown with thick woods. Here the Tomm 
loſes its name, and makes a great addition 
to the Oby, which now commences a 
mighty ſtreams 5 

The Tomm abounds with variety of fine 
fiſh ; ſuch as ſurgeon, ſterlet, muchſoon, 
and the largeſt and beſt quabs, called in 
French guion, that 1 have any where ſeen, 
The method of catching theſe fiſh is by 
planting pales acroſs the river, 1n whic 
there is left one narrow opening for the 
fiſhes to paſs through. Abgve this open- 


ing a hole is cut in the ice, and near it is 


placed a ſire upon ſome ſtones laid for that 
purpoſe. The fiſh, on ſeeing the light of 
the fire, ſtops a moment in its paſſage; 
and, at this inſtant, the fiſnerman ſtrikes it 
with a ſpear through the hole in the ice. 
This exerciſe. requires great quickneſs, for 
the fiſh is gone in a trice. 1 killed ſeveral 
of them myſelf. 

- Thus, 


yok, | 8 
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Thus, having made a ſhort excurfion up 
and down the Tomm, and given a. brief 
deſcription of the country adjacent, Eres 
turn again to Tomſky. t 

Tomſky is a good market for furs of all 


ſorts ; but particularly of fables, black and 


red foxes, ermins, and ſquirrels, The 
ſquirrels called Teleutſky, from the name 


of the diſtrict where they are caught, are 


reckoned the beſt of that ſpecies. They 

have a blackiſh ſtripe down their back. 
Beſides the common ſquirrel, there is 
another ſpecies found here called the flying 
ſquirrel, There is little peculiar in its 
ſhape or ſize, only it has; at the upper joint 
of the thigh of the fore-leg, a ſmall mem 
brane, ſtretching to the ſhoulder, ſomes 
what like the wing of a bat, which it ex- 
tends at pleaſure, and is thereby enabled to 
ſpring much farther, from tree to tree, 
than it could do without the help of theſe 
wings. Both the ermins and ſquirrels are 
eaught only in winter, becauſe in ſummer 
their 
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tbe Fa is quite head; ſhort, and of. little 
ule. 

We waited ſome days at Tomſky for 
the arrival of our baggage. Here we found 
ſeveral Swediſh oihcers, who had good 


quarters in a plentiful though diſtant 


place. After our people had refreſhed 
themſelves for two days, they ſet out again 


on the road to Veniſeyſky. 


During our abode in Tomſky, we di- 


verted ourſelves with fiſhing and hunting, 


We were preſent alſo at ſeveral concerts of 
muſic, performed by the Swediſh officers, 
at Mr Koſloff's, commandant of the place. 
Theſe gentlemen were not» leſs expert in 
touching their inftruments than their com- 
panions at Tobolſky. Mr Kofloff is a 


good- natured and chearful gentleman, and 


treats theſe officers with great humanity. 
They had along with them a Swediſh par- 
fon, Mr Veſtadius, a man of genius and 
learning, | 

The gth, we were „ estertaiwen at the 


commandant's, where were aſſembled ſome 


hundreds 


part of the road very tedious. During all 


mr To" ok 


hundreds of his Coſſacks, or light horſe, 


armed with bows and arrows. After go- 
ing through their uſual exerciſe, | they” 
ſhowed their dexterity in ſhooting on 
horſeback at full ſpeed. They erected 
a pole for a mark in an open field, and 
paſſing it, at full gallop, let fly their ar- 


rows, and ſoon ſplit it all to ſhivers, 


The 12th, about midnight, we went into 
our ledges, and ſet out on our journey to- 
wards Yeniſeyſky. For the two following 


days, we had tolerably good roads, lying 


through a pretty fine country, inhabited by 


Ruſſians. The villages are but thinly ſcat- 


tered, yet ſufficiently near one another to 
afford proviſions and freſh horſes, 

On the 14th, we reached a large navi- 
gable river, called Tzulimm. We went up 


this river upon the ice. We met with nei⸗ 


ther houſe nor inhabitant for the ſpace of 
fix days. We could get no freſh horſes, 


and were obliged to carry both proviſions 


and forage along with us, which made this 


this 
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this time, we had no where to warm our- 
ſelves, or dreſs our victuals, but in the thick 
overgrown woods, which occupy both 


| ſides of the river. There is great plenty | 


of fallen trees in theſe woods, of which 
we made large fires. The trees are chiefly 
pitch fir, riſing like a pyramid, with long 


-ſpreading branches hanging to the ground, 


which render theſe woods almoſt impaſ- 
ſable to man or beaſt. We frequently ſet 
fire to the moſs and dried fibres of theſe 


firs. In the ſpace of a minute the fire 


mounts to the top of the tree, and has a 


very pretty effect. The kindling ſo many 

fires warmed all the air around, 7 
In ſummer, the banks of a river are. 

inhabited by a tribe of Tartars, called by 


the Ruſſians Tzulimmzy, from the name 


of the river, who live by fiſhing and hunt- 
ing. We found ſeveral of their empty 
huts as we went along, In autumn, theſe 
people retire from this inhoſpitable place. 
towards the ſouth, near to towns and vil- 


lages, where they can find ſubſiſtence, 
: The 


0 
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The 2oth, we arrived at a Ruſſian vil- 
lage, called Meletſky Oſtrogue, where we 
ſtaid a day to refreſh ourſelves and horſes, 


In the neighbourhood of this place, we 


found many huts of the IZulimm Tartars, 
who ſeem to be a different race from all 
of that name | have yet mentioned, Their 
complexion indeed is ſwarthy, like that of 
moſt of the other deſcendents of the ancient 
natives of Siberia; but 1 have ſeen many 
of them having white ſpots on their ſkins, 
from head to foot, of various figures and | 
ſizes. Many imagine theſe ſpots natural 

to the people ; but 1 am rather inclined to 
believe they proceed from their conſtant 


diet of fiſh and other animal food, without 


bread. This, of courſe, creates a ſcorbutic 
habit of body, which often breaks out in 
infants; and the ſears falling off, leave that 
part of the ſkin as if it had been ſcalded, 
which never recovers its natural colour. 1 
have however ſeen ſeveral children with 
theſe ſpots, who ſeemed healthy. 
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The Tzulimms, like other Tartars, live 


in huts half-ſunk under ground. They 


have a ſire in the middle, with a hole at 
the top to let out the ſmoke, and benches 


round the fire, to ſit or lie upon. This 
ſeems to be the common method of living 
among all the northern nations, from Lap- 
land, eaſtward, to the Japaneſe ocean. 
The Tzulimms ſpeak a barbarous lan- 


guage, compoſed of words from many o- 
ther languages. Some of our people, who. 


ſpoke Turkiſh, told me, they had many 


Arabic words, which they underſtood. 


They are poor, miſerable, and ignorant 
heathens, The archbiſhop of Tobolſky, 
in perſon, came lately hither, and baptiſed 
ſome hundreds of them, who were inclined 
to embrace the Chriſtian faith. As they 


are a well diſpoſed and harmleſs people, 


probably in a ſhort time they may be all 
converted. 


The river Tzulimm has its ſource about 


three hundred verſt above Meletſky Oftro- 
gue; from this place it continues its courſe 
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to the northward, un it meets with the 
river Oby, at a place called Shabannſky 
Oſtrogue. Oſtrogue, in the Ruſſian lan- 
guage, ſignifies a ſtrong palliſade, incloſing 
a certain piece of ground. On the firſt ſet- 
tlements made by the Ruſſians in theſe 
parts, ſuch incloſures were neceſſary to pre- 
vent any ſurpriſe from the inhabitants. 

The 21ſt, early in the morning, we left 


Meletſky, arid travelled through thick 


woods, along narrow roads. Next day, 
we came to a ſmall Ruſſian village, called 
Melay-keat; where we found our baggage, 
for the firſt time ſince we quitted Tomſky. 
Near this place the river Keat has its ſource; 
and runs towards the weſt, till it meets with 
the Oby. Having changed horſes at Me- 


lay-keat, we left our baggage, and proceed- 


ed on our journey. 

On the evening of the 22d, we came to 

2 zimovey, where we halted a little, to re- 

freſh ourſelves and bait our horſes. A zi- 

movey is a houſe or two, built in a place at 

a great diſtance from any town or village, 
Yot. 1. 1 1 for 
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ſort of 1 inn, where you generally find a 
warm room, freſh bread, and a wholeſome 
and agreeable liquor, called quaſs, made of 
malt, or rye-meal, ſteeped and ſerinented, 
with hay and oats, at eaſy rates, 

From this place we travelled to Beloy, a 
large village, where we changed horſes, and 
proceeded. From hence to Yeniſeyſky the 


country is well cultivated. Upon the road 
are many Ruſs villages, where we got freſh 
\ Horſes as often as we pleaſed, without halt- 


ing ten minutes. Thus we continued tra- 
velling, day and night, till we arrived, on 
the 23d, at the town of Yeniſeyſky, where 


we had a friendly reception, and good en- ö 


tertainment, from the commandant, Mr 
Becklimiſhof who had come ſome miles from 
tovyn to meet his old friend the ambaſſador. 


Here I found Mr Kanbar Nikititz Aikin- 


fiof, with whom J got acquainted at Cazan, 
while we wintered there, in the journey to 
Perſia. Some croſs accident had been the 
occaſion of his coming to this place. He 


enjoyed 


for the convenience of travellers ; and is a 
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enjoyed full liberty to walk about at plea- 
ſure. He underſtood ſeveral languages, 
was well acquainted with hiſtory, and a 
chearful good natured companion. 


Here we paſſed the holidays called Maſſ- 
lapitza, or the Carnaval, which is held on 
the week before Lent. In the mean time 
our carriages arrived, which were deſpatch- 
ed again as ſoon as poſſible. 

The town of Leniſeyſky is pleaſantly ſi- 
tuated in a plain, on the weſtern bank of 
the river Yeniſey, from which the town 
takes its name, It is a large and populous 
place, fenced with a ditch, palliſades, and 


wooden towers. Here is a good market 
for furs of all forts ; particularly of the a- 


nimals called pieſſy, which are of two co- 
lours, white and dove colour. Theſe crea- _ 
tures are caught far to the northward of 
this place. They are nearly of the ſhape 
and ſize of a fox; having a ſhort buſhy tail, 
and a thick ſoft downy fur, very light and 


warm, which is much eſteemed by the great 
men in the northern parts of China; and, 


by 
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by them, made chiefly into cuſhions, on 
which they fit in winter. 

Beſides the above, there 1 is here another 
creature called roſſomack in Ruſs, and feel- 
freſs by the Germans; becaufe they ima- 
gine it eats a great deal more in proportion 
than other animals, I have ſeen ſeve- 
ral of them alive. They are very fierce, 
and about the ſhape and ſize of a badger; 
the neck, back, and tail, are black, but a- 


bout the belly the hair is of a browniſh c- 


Jour. The blacker they are the more va- 
luable. The ſkin being thick, is only uſed 
in caps and muffs. Alſo elks, rain-deer, 
and ſtags. The latter retire to the ſouth 
on the approach of winter, and return in 
the ſpring. Here are likewiſe an incredi- 


ble number of white hares, which perhaps 


I may mention afterwards. 

I muſt not omit the black foxes, which 
are in great abundance about Yenifeyiky. 
Their fur is reckoned the moſt beautiful 
of any kind; it is even preferred to the 


ſable, with reſpect to A and warm- 
nels, 


my F en ay 


neſs. I ſaw here one of their ſkins valued 
at five hundred crowns, and ſome of them 


far exceed this ſum. 


Before I leave this place, I ſhall give a 
ſhort deſcription of the courſe of the fa- 
mous river Yeniſey, according to the beſt 
information I could procure. - It riſes in a 
hilly country, at a great diſtance fouthward 
from this place ; being joined by many 
rivers in its courſe, it grows into a mighty 
ſtream, and is, at Yeniſeyſky, full as large 


as the Volga. It runs the longeſt courſe 


of any river on this vaſt continent. The 
firſt town, of any note, in coming down 
this river, is Kraſſno-yarr, which ſtands on 
the weſtern bank. It is a place of conſi- 


derable trade, particularly in furs. From 


this place, along the banks, are many vil- 
lages, till the Veniſey meets the lower 


Tonguſta, a large river, coming from the 


caſt, a few verſt above Yeniſeyſky, Be- 
low this place, there are many inconſidera- 
ble ſettlements, till you come to Manga- 


ſeyſky, a town famous for furs, and the 
oo ſhrine 
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fhrine of an illuſtrious faint, called Vaſile 


Mangaſeyſky, much frequented by the de- 


vout people in theſe parts. | 

Above this place, the Yeniſey receives 
the Podkamena-tonguſta, a large river, 
running from the ſouth-eaſt ; and at Man- 
gaſeyſky, it meets another river, called Tu- 
rochanſky, coming from the weſt. The 
Yeniſey now continues its courſe, almoſt 
due north, till it diſcharges itſelf into the 
ocean. This river abounds with variety of 
excellent fiſh, ſuch as I have already men- 
tioned, but in leſſer quantities, 

The 27th, we left Yeniſeyſky, and tra- 
velled about eight or ten, verſt along the 
ſouth bank of the river, when we came to 
thick and tall woods, which obliged us to 


leave the land, and march along the river 


on the ice, which was very uneven, This 
roughneſs is cauſed by the froſt ſetting in 
about autumn, with a ſtrong weſterly wind, 


which drives up great cakes of ice upon 
one another, in ſome places four or five 
feet high. If the froſt happens to begin 


1 
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in calm W the ice is very ſmooth, 
and eaſy for ſledges. 

The 28th, we proceeded Have the Le- 
niſey, meeting ſometimes with villages. 
The rigour of the cold was much abated, 


but the face of winter appeared every 


where, without the leaſt ſign of ſpring. At 
evening, we entered the river Tonguſta, 
which we found as rough as the former; 
but, as both the banks were overgrown 
with thick woods, we were obliged to keep 
along the ice. 

Next day, we in proceeded along the 


_ river, in blowing weather and driving ſnow. | 


The 1ft of March, we overtook our bag- 


gage, which we paſſed ; it being thought 


more convenient, both in order to procure 


lodging and freſh horſes, that the n. 


carriages ſhould travel behind. 

We continued our journey for ſeveral 
days along the Tonguſta. We found, now 
and then, little villages, or ſingle houſes, 
on the banks. One day, we chanced to 


meet a prodigious flock of hares, all as 


white 
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white as the ſnow. on which they walked, 


I ſpeak within compaſs,” when I ſay there 


were above five or {ix hundred of them. 
They were coming down the river, very 
deliberately, on a ſmall path of their own 
making, cloſe to the beaten road. As ſoon 
as they ſaw us, all of them run into the 
woods, without ſeeming much frightened. 


J am informed that theſe hares travel to the 
ſouth, in much greater flocks than this, e- 


very ſpring, and return in autumn, when 


the rivers are frozen, and the: ſnow falls. 
In moſt of the villages we found plenty of 


this ſort of veniſon; the inhabitants, how- 
ever, value it but little; for they catch theſe 
hares more on account of their ſkins, of 
which they make conſiderable profits, than 
their fleſh. 

The Tonguſy, ſo called * the name 


of the river, who live along its banks, are 
the poſterity of the ancient inhabitants of 


Siberia, and differ in language; manners, 


and dreſs, and even in their perſons and 
ſtature, from all the other tribes of theſe 
people 


— Ln.) — 88 — — =. 


pany 


HAS T 7 PE E 1:N, ay 
people I have had occaſion to ſee. They 


have no houſes, where they remain for a- 
ny time, but range through the woods, and 
along rivers, at pleaſure ; and, wherever 

they come, they erect a few ſpars, incli- 


ning to one another at the top; theſe they 


cover with pieces of birchen bark, ſewed 
together, leaving a hole at the top to let 
out the ſmoke. The fire is placed in the 
middle. They, are very civil and traQable, 


and like to ſmoke tobacco, and drink bran- 
dy. About their huts they have generally 


a good ſtock of rain-deer, in which all their 


wealth conſiſts, 


The men are tall and able-bodied, brave, 
and very honeſt, The women are of a 
middle ſize, and virtuous. I have ſeen ma- 
ny of the men with oval figures, like 
wreaths, on their foreheads and chins; 
and ſometimes a figure reſembling the 
branch of a tree, reaching from tlie corner 


of the eye to the mouth. Theſe are made 


in their infancy, by pricking the parts with 
a needle, and rubbing them with charcoal, 
e M m the 


a pay 
- — 


— — ne. 
% 2 8 2 
—— © — 
PLAID. ws 
— 1 


Lis 7.2 1 
a, _ 
ET IL EIS 
* 9 . | 2 5 
. 
4 Py 4 2 
— — —— — 


X 


WT — 
— NY 


— EIN BEN 
r 
> 
r 
r 
- 8 


* © 
1 
0 Ty 
þ 
14 
i * 
- id 
1 + 
. 
ai — 7 
ot - 
BE 3 
_ 6 
- i 
$* 34 
7 
48 
4 * al 3 
24 8 0 
ji : Fi 
2 0 
. 4 X% 
'S 1 
F) 1 
1 
£7 7 
8 Ty 
* . 
we” | 8 
F 8 % 
* .— 
4 
. 
1 5 
© 
n 4 
ES. 
a . : 
#2 
r 
111 1 
2 1 * 
. 3 
Fa 
. 
-* $2. 
£ 4 Xt i 
Ly 4 7 
Ich "7 "5 * 
x 4 : 
i 7 7 
A + 38 
„ 4 
_— 
be) - I% 3 
BY 1 
3 1 
N 1 
bi * * ST 
22 2 | 
£ d 
HEY 
4 3! Py 
p Patt p 
5 
1 
=... ' 
38 $3 
- 4: 5.28 
iy 5 5 
2 ve, 'Y 5 
1 N 
=. 2 
4 G 14 
n 
5 6 '3 
aan 
n 
Nv 
an 
*% 2412 
r 
1 
r 
* 1 
"30 ar q 
„ 
> 
544 
þ 0 1 1 
3 19 F 
* 2} i 
1 


the marks whereof remain as long as the 


perfon lives. Their complexion is ſwarthy, 
Their faces are not ſo flat as thoſe of the 
Kalmucks, but their countenances more o- 
pen. They are altogether unacquainted 
with any kind of literature, and worſhip 


the ſun and moon. They have many ſlia- 
mans among them, who differ little from 


thoſe J formerly deſcribed, I was told of 
others, whoſe abilities in fortune-telling far 
exceeded thoſe of the ſhamans at this place, 
but they lived far northward. They can- 


not bear to ſleep in a warm room, but re- 


tire to their huts, and lie about the fire, on 
ſkins of wild beaſts. It. is ſurpriſing how 
theſe creatures can ſuffer the very piercing 
cold in theſe parts. 

The women are dreſſed in a a fur-gown, 
reaclring below the knee, and tied about 
the waiſt with a girdle. This girdle is a- 
bout three inches broad, made of deer's- 
ſkin, having the hair curiouſty ſtitched 


down and ornamented; to which is faſten- 
ed, at each ſide, an iron ring, that ſerves to 
carry 
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carry a a and ahn trinkets of 
ſmall value. Their gowns are alſo ſtitched 
down the breaſt, and about the neck. Their 
long black hair is plaited, and tied about 
their heads, above which they wear a ſmall 
fur-cap, which 1s becoming enough. Some 
of them have ſmall ear-rings. Their feet 
are dreſſed in buſkins, made of deer-ſkins, 


which reach to the knee, and are tied about 


the ancle with a thong of leather. 

The dreſs of the men is very ſimple, and 
fit for action. It conſiſts of a ſhort jacket, 
with narrow fleeves, made of deer's-ſkin, 
having the fur outward ; trouſers and hoſe 
of the ſame kind of ſkin, both of one piece, 
and tight to the limbs. They have, beſides, 
a piece of fur, that covers the breaſt and 


ſtomach, which is hung about the neck 


with a thong of leather. This, for the 


moſt part, is neatly ſtitched and ornament- 


ed by their wives. Round their heads they 
have a ruff, made of the tails of ſquirrels, 
to preſerve the tips of the ears from the cold. 


There is nothing on the crown, but the 
hair 
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hair ſmoothed; which hangs in a long plait 
ed lock behind their backs. 

Their arms are, a bow, and ſeveral ſorts 
of arrows, according to the different kinds 


of game they intend to hunt. The ar- 


rows are carried, in a quiver, on their 
backs, and the bow always in their left 


hand. Beſides theſe, they have a ſhort 


lance, and a little hatcher. 'Thus accoutred, 


they are not afraid to attack the fierceſt 


creature in the woods, even the ſtrongeſt 
bear ; for they are ſtout men, and dextrous 
archers, In winter, which is the ſeaſon for 


hunting wild beaſts, they travel on what 


are called ſnow-ſhoes, without which it 
would be impoſſible ta make their way 
through the deep ſnow. Theſe are made 
of a very thin piece of light wood, about 
five feet long, and five or {ix inches broad, 
inclining to a point before, and ſquare be- 
hind. In the middle is fixed a thong, 
through which the feet are put. On theſe 
ſhoes a perſon may walk ſafely over the 
deepeſt ſnow ; for a man's weight will not 
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ink them above an inch. Theſe, however, 
can only be uſed on plains. They have a 
different kind for aſcending hills, with the 
ſkins of ſeals glued to the boards, having 


the hair inclined” backwards, which pre- 


vents the ſliding of the ſhoes, ſo that they 
can aſcend a hill very eaſily ; and, in de- 
ſcending, they ſlide downwards at a great 
rate. 2M 7 
The nation of the Tonguſy was very 
numerous, but is of late much diminiſhed 


by the ſmall-pox. It is remarkable, that 


they knew nothing of this diſtemper till 
the Ruſſians arrived among them. They 


are ſo much afraid of this diſeaſe, that, if 
any one of a family is ſeized with it, the 


reſt immediately make the patient a little 
hut, and ſet by him ſome water and vic- 
tuals ; then, packing up every thing, they 
march off to the windward, each carrying 
an earthen pot, with burning coals in it, 
and making a dreadful lamentation as they 
go along. They never reviſit the ſick till 
they think the danger paſt, ' If the per- 

: | ſon 
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ſon dies, they place him on a branch of a 
tree, to which he is tied with one _—_ 
to prevent his falling. 


When they go a- hunting i into the wi 


they carry with them no proviſions, but 
depend entirely on what they are to catch, 


They: eat every animal that comes in their 
way, even a bear, fox, or wolf. The ſquir- 
rels are reckoned delicate food; but the er- 
mins have ſuch a ſtrong rank taſte and 


ſmell, that nothing but ſtarving can oblige | 


them to eat their fleſh, When a Tonguſe 
kills an elk or deer, he never moves from 


the place till he has eat it up, unleſs he 


happens to be near his family; in which 
caſe he carries part of it home. He 1s ne- 


ver at a loſs for fire, haxing always a tin- 


der-box about him, If this ſhould happen 
to be wanting, he kindles a fire, by rubbing 


two pieces of wood againſt: each other. 


They eat nothing raw, but in great extre- 


* 


mity. 
The ſables are not ts in the ſame 
manner as other animals, The fur is ſo 


tender, 


# 


er, 


tender, that the leaſt mark of an arro {of 


ruffling of the hair, ſpoils the ſale of the 
ſkin, In hunting them they only uſe a 
| little dog 
the track of a ſable upon the ſnow, he fol- 
lows it perhaps for two or three days, till 
| the poor animal, quite tired, takes refuge 


and a net. When a hunter finds 


in ſome tall tree; for it can climb like a 
cat; the hunter then ſpreads his net around 


the tree, and makes a fire; the fable, un- 
able to endure the ſmoke, immediately de- 
ſcends, and is caught in the net. I have 


been told by ſome of theſe hunters, that, 
when hard pinched with hunger on ſuch 
long chaces, they take two thin boards, one 
of which they apply to the pit of the ſto- 
mach, and the other to the back oppoſite 
to it; the extremities of theſe boards are 
tied with cords, which are drawn tighter by 


degrees, and prevent their feeling the cra- 


vings of hunger. | 
Although I have obſerved, that the Ton- 


guly, in general, worſhip the ſun and 
moon, there are many exceptions to this 


obſer- 
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obſervation. I have found intelligent peo- 
ple among them, who believed there was a 
being ſuperior to both ſun and moon, and 
who created them and all the world. 

I ſhall only remark farther, that, from all 
the accounts I have heard and read of the 


natives of Canada, there is no nation in the 


world which they ſo much reſemble as the 
Tonguſians, The diſtance between them 
is not ſo great as is commonly imagined. 


The 4th of March, we came to alittle 


monaſtery, called Troytza, dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity ; where we found about half 


a dozen monks, who gave-us an hoſpitable 


reception in their cells, and furniſhed us 
with proviſions and freſh horſes. The mo- 
naſtery ſtands upon the north ſide of the 
river, on a very pleaſant though ſolitary 
bank, encompaſſed with woods, corn-fields, 
and good paſturage. Moſt of the villages 
are on the north ſide of the river, as it is 

higher than the ſouth fide. 
The ſame day, we proceeded on our jour- 
ney along the river -· We met with, daily, 
grea. 


great flocks of hares in their progreſs to the 
weſtward, and many Tonguſians in their 
huts. It is to be obſerved, that, from this 
river northward to the Frozen Ocean, there 
are no inhabitants, excepr a few Tonguſi- 
ans, on the banks of the great rivers ; the 
whole of this moſt extenſive country being 
overgrown with dark impenetrable woods. 
The ſoil along the banks of this river 1s 
good, and produces wheat, barley, rye, and 
oats. *The method taken by the inhabi- 
tants to deſtroy the large fir-trees is, to cut 
off a ring of bark from the trunk, about a 
foot broad, which prevents the aſcending 


of the ſap, and the tree withers in a few 


years. This prepares it for being burnt in 
a dry ſeaſon ; by which means the ground 
is both cleared of the wood, and manured 
by the aſhes, without much labour, 
The Ruſſians obſerve, that, where the 
ſort of fir commonly called the Scotch fir, 
grows, the ground never fails of producing 
corn ; but it is not ſo where the pitch, or 
any other kind of fir, prevails, = 
Voi. ll “ 


The 7th, we came to the head of the 
Tonguſky, which is formed by the conflux 
of two other rivers, the Angara, and the 
Elimm. The firſt iſſues from the great 
Baykall lake, and runs towards the weſt, 
till it meets the Tonguſky, when it loſes 
its name, We left the Angara and Ton- 
guſky on our right hand, and proceeded a- 
long the Elimm, which we found much 
ſmoother than the Tonguſky. The Elimm 
is a conſiderably large and navigable river, 
The banks on the ſouth ſide are very high, 
and covered with rugged rocks, overgrown 
with woods; but, to the north, you meet 
with ſeveral villages, corn- fields, and paſ- | 
turage. I | 
We kept on our courſe up the Elimm, 2 
little to the northward of the eaſt, till the 
gth, when we arrived at the town of E- 
limſky, ſo called from the name of the r1- 
ver, which ſtands in a narrow valley, on the 
ſouch fide of the river, encompaſſed wi 
high hills, and rocks covered with woods. 


This place is but ſmall, and is only conſi- 
derable, 


1s, 


ande as it ſtands on the road to the eaſ- 


tern parts of Siberia; for travellers to Chi- 
na generally take to the ſouth-eaſt, to- 
wards Irkutfky ; and thoſe who travel to 
Yakutſky and Kamtzatſky, to the north- 


eaſt, 


Obſervations on s akuthy and Kamt. 


zatſky, Wc. Fourney continued to 7 
Irkuiſey, and Occurrences there, 8 
De. = | 

4 

Il 

T Elimſky I met with General Kani- : 

fer. He was adjutant general to ; 
Charles XII. of Sweden, and much eſteem- ; 


ed by that great warrior, for his military 
exploits. Kanifer was a native of Cour- 1 
land. He was taken priſoner by the Ruſ- 
ſians in Poland, and ſent hither, where he 
lived in eaſe and ſolitude, and was regu- 
larly viſited by all travellers. 4 

This gentleman had a creature called 


kaberda, which was brought to him when 
A 
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a fawn by ſome of the Tonguſy. It is the 


animal from which the ſweet-ſmelling drug 
called muſk is taken, The muſk grows a= 
bout the navel, in form of an excreſcence, 
which i is cut off, and preſerved, when the 
creature is Killed, There ' are many of 
them in this country; but the muſk is not 
ſo ſtrong ſcented as that which comes from 
China, and more ſouthern climates, The 
general had bred this creature to be very 


familiar. He fed at his table with bread 


and roots. When dinner was over, it 
jumped on the table, and picked up the 
crumbs. It followed him about the ſtreets 
like a dog. I muſt confeſs it was pleaſing 
to ſee it cut caprioles, and play with chil- 
dren like a kid. ; 

The kaberda is a ſize leſs than the fal- 
low-deer, and its colour darker. It is of a 
pretty ſhape, having ere& horns, without 
branches'; is very ſwift, and haunts rocks 
and mountains of difficult acceſs to men or 
dogs ; and, when hunted, jumps from cliff 
to cliff with incredible celerity, and firm- 

neſs 


wet. 
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veniſon; than any of the deer King, of lar- 
ger ſize, whereof there i is great variety in 
theſe parts. 

Before I leave Elimſky, I hall, As, uſual, 
give a ſhort account of ſame of the places 
adjacent; particularly thoſe to the north- 
eaſt, towards the river Lena, and Yakutſky, 
according as I have. been informed by tra- 
vellers, on whoſe veracity I could rauch 
depend. : 

The people who . in winter from 
hence to theſe places, generally do it in Ja- 
nuary or February. It is a very long and 

difficult journey, and which none but Ton- 
guſians, or ſuch hardy people, have abili- 
ties to perform. The Ruſſians frequently 
finiſh it in ſix weeks. The common me- 
thod is as follows: After travelling a few 
days in ſledges, when the road becomes 
impaſſable by horſes, they ſet themſelves 
on ſnow-ſhoes, and drag after them what 
is called a nart, containing proviſions and 


other neceſſaries, which are as few and 
light 


M FO BENIN, 


ücht as poMble This nart is a Kind of 
lledge, about five feet long, and ten inch. 
es broad, which 4 min may eafily draw up- 
on the deepeſt frivw. At night, they make à 
large fire, and lay themſelves down to fleep 
in theſe narrow fledges. As ſoon as they 
have refreſhed) theraſelves, they agaig pro- 
ceed on their ſnow- ſfioes, as before 
manner of travelling continues a 
ſpace of ten days, when they come to a 
place where they procure dogs to draw 
both themſelves and their narts. The dogs 
are yoked by pairs, and are more or fewer 
in number, according to the weight they 
have to draw. Being trained to the work, 


they go on with great ſpirit, barking all the 


way; and che perſon, who lies in the 
ledge, holds a ſmall cord to guide the dog 
that leads the reſt. They are faſtened to 
the ſledge by a ſoft rope, which is tied a- 
bout their middle, and paſſes through be- 
tween their hind legs. I have been ſur- 


Priſed to ſee the weight that theſe creatures: 


are able to draw : ; for travellers muſt carry 
along 
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along with them proviſions, both for them- 
ſelves and the dogs. Theſe {watchful ani- 
mals know the time of fetting out in the 


FLY 


morning, and make a diſmal howling, till 5 
they are fed, and purſue their journey. t 
This way of travelling would not, I beliexe, | 
ſuit every conſtitution ; the very fight of it t 
ſatisſied my curioſity. Thus, however, 0 
theſe people proceed, for near three weeks, 
till they arrive at ſome villages on the Le- 2” 
na, where, leaving the dogs, they procure 5 
horſes, with which they travel to the town WM 
of Yakutſky. This place has its name from t 
a rivulet, called Yakut, which A itſelf n 
into the Lena, 2 L 
I have been, perhaps, too particular in d 
deſcribing the method of travelling with WW p 
ſnow-ſhoes and dogs; but, as theſe things at 
are known to few Europeans, J concluded ar 
an account of them would not be diſagree- th 
able. I have ſeen ſeveral Swediſh officers 
who have travelled to Yakutſky in this w 
manner. I tried the ſnow-ſhoes myſelf, ſen 


and 


% 
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and found them very fatiguing; but time 


and practice make them eaſy and familiar. 
There is a more agreeable road from E- 
limſky to Yakutſky than that I have men- 
tioned, which is by water, down the river 
Lena ; but this rout will not agree with the 
time and circumſtances of every traveller. 


| Thoſe who travel from Irkutſ{ky by this courſe | 
go by land to a place called Vercholenſky 


Oſtrogue, ſituated near the ſource of the Le- 


na, where they embark, and fall down the 
ſtream. Thoſe who go from Elimſky, croſs 


the country directly, about two days jour- 
ney, to the firſt convenient place upon the 


Lena, where they procure veſſels, and fail 
down the river to Yakutſky, or any other 
place; but, in this paſſage by water, they 


are peſtered with numbers of large gnats 


and muſkitoes, which leſſen the pleaſure of 
the voyage, | 


Before I, proceed to the northward, it 
will not be improper to give a ſhort de- 


{cription of the famous river Lena; which, 


for the length of its courſe, and quantity of 
> Ot We Oo. water, 
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water, may be compared to any of the lar- 
geſt rivers in the world. 

The Lena riſes at a ſmall diſtance north- 
ward from the Baykall lake, and runs to the 
north, with a little variation, till it diſchar- 
ges itſelf into the Northern Ocean. I com- 
pute the length of it, from the ſource to the 
ocean, to be about two thouſand five hun- 
dred Engliſh miles, though it is much more 
by common report. It is navigable during 
this whole courſe, having no cataraQs to 
great as to prevent the paſſage of veſſels of 
conſiderable burden. It receives many great 
rivers, moſt of which come from the eaſt, 
It may be eaſily imagined, that the Lena 
cannot fail of being ſtored with various 
kinds of excellent fiſh, when the other ri- 
vers in Siberia afford ſuck plenty and vari- 
ety. The banks are generally overgrown 
with tall thick woods, wherein are abun- 
dance of game, and wild beaſts. The 
country, between its ſource and the 


Baykall lake, is well Fe abounding 
with 


* 
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with many Ruſs villages and corn-fields, 


along the banks of the river. \ 

Having formerly "mentioned Yakutſky 
and Kamtzatſky, I ſhall add a few obſer- 
vations on theſe two provinces. 

The town of Yakutſky, capital of the 
province of that name, is ſituated on the 
welt bank of the river Lena, and governed 
by a commandant ; whoſe office is reckon- 


ed very lucrative, as many fables, and o- 


ther valuable furs, are found 1 in that pro- 
vince. | 


The winter here 1s very long, and the 
froſt ſo violent, that it is never out of the 


earth, in the month of June, beyond two 
feet and an half below the ſurface. When 
the inhabitants bury their dead three 
feet deep, they are laid in frozen earth; 
for the heat of the ſun never penetrates a- 
bove two feet, or two feet and an half; ſo 


that, I am informed, all the dead bodies re- 


main in the earth unconſumed, and will do 
{o till the day of judgment. 
The 
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The town, and many villages in its 


neighbourhood, are inhabited by Ruſſians, 


who have horſes and cows, but no ſheep 
nor corn. - They ate plentifully ſupplied 
with corn from the ſouthern parts of the 


country, by water-carriage along the Lena, 


And, in ſummer, they make hay enough to 
feed their cattle in winter. b 
The province of Yakutſky' is inhabited 
by a numerous tribe of Tartars, by which 
name the Ruſſians call the whole of the 
natives of this country, however they dif- 
fer from one another in religion, language, 
and manners. Thoſe of this province are 
named Yakuty. They occupy a great 
ſpace of territory round this place, eſpeci- 
ally to the caſt, where they border with 


the extenſive ptovince of Kamtzatſky. 


The Yakuty differ little from the Ton- 


guſians, either in their perſons or way of 


life. Their occupation, like that of the 0- 
ther natives, is fiſhing and hunting. They 
have flattiſh faces, little black eyes, and 


long black hair, plaited, and hanging down 
their 


F By 


J)%% ͤ ͤ ͤ / ᷣͤ ͤ on.” os 


— 


1720, TO BE K LN. 293 


their backs. Many of the men are mark- 
ed in the face with charcoal, after the man- 
ner of the Tonguſians, I have, however, 
ſcen many of theſe people, both men and 
women, of good complexions. They of- 
ten ſell their children to the Ruſſians, who 
are very fond of them, as they en 
make truſty ſervants. 

Theſe people, though otherwiſe humane 
and tractable, have among them one very 
barbarous cuſtom: When any of their 


people are infirm through age, or ſeized 


with diſtempers reckoned incurable, they 
make a ſmall hut for the patient, near ſome 


river, in which they leave him, with ſome 
proviſions, and ſeldom or never return to 


viſit him. On ſuch occaſions, they have 
no regard to father or mother, but ſay they 


do them a good office in ſending them to a 


better world. Whereby it appears, that 
even theſe rude ignorant people have a 
notion of a future ſtate. 

Under Kamtzatſky I include all that vaſt 


tract of land reaching from the river 


Amoor, 
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Amoor, along. the ſhore of the Eaftern, or 


Japaneſe ocean, called by the Ruſſians 


Tikoe More, or the Calm Sea, to the north. 
eaſt point of the continent. The country 


along the ſhore is very pleaſant and heal- 


thy, eſpecially to the ſouth, where the cli- 


mate is temperate. This part of the coun-· 
try produces grain, and, as I have been in- 
formed, even grapes and other fruits, The 
inhabitants are very humane and Poe 
table. | 

When the Ruſſians firſt entered this pro. 
vince, the Kamtzedans endeavoured to op- 
poſe them, For this purpoſe they aſſem- 
bled great numbers of men, armed, after 
the faſhion of their &ountry, with bows, 
arrows, and ſhort lances, headed with bone, 
ſharpened at the point, Whence it ap- 
pears, that theſe people knew no more the 
uſe of iron, than the Mexicans on the arri- 


val of the Spaniards in America. Their 
multitudes were ſoon diſperſed by a few 


Ruſſians with fire-arms, which, in thoſe 
days, had rifled barrels, and a ſmall bore, 
which 


which killed at a great diſtance. The poor 


Kamtzedans, ſeeing their people fall with- 
| out any viſible wound, and aſtoniſhed with 


the fire and noiſe of the gunpowder, left 
the field in the utmoſt conſternation. Their 


| diſpoſitions now were wholly inclined to 


peace; and a few of their chief men were 
ſent to the Ruſſians in order to obtain it. 
They proſtrated themſelves, in the moſt 
ft manner, before the leader of the 
party, and begged of him to grant them 
peace; which he did, on condition of their 
paying to his Majeſty an annual tribute ef 
fables, or other furs. This condition they 
have punctually performed ever ſince. 
Many parts of Kamtzatſky are hilly and 
mountainous, particularly to the north, and 
covered with tall woods. At Ochotſky is 
a good harbour, and timber enough to 
build a royal navy. There are many great 
and ſma]l rivers that run through the coun- 
try, and empty themſelves into the Eaſtern 
Ocean, among which is a great river called 
Anadeer. To the north of this river, to- 
| wards 
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wards the ocean, lies an extenſive tract of 
land, little known, and inhabited by 2 
fierce and ſavage people, called by the Ru. 
fians Anadeertzy, who continue very un- 
tractable. 

I have nothing further to wy concern- 
ing theſe remote provinces, only, I am per- 
ſuaded, that the iſlands of Japan can be at 
no great diſtance from the ſouthern parts 
of Kamtzatſky, What confirmed me in 
this opinion is, that I ſaw at St Peterſburgh 
a young man, a native of Japan, who, I 
believe, is yet alive in the Academy of Sci. 
ences at that place, I aſked him, by what 
accident he was broyght ſo far from his 
own country ; and he gave me the follow- 


ing account: That his father and himſelf, 


with a few perſons more, being at a noted 
town called Naggiſaky, on the welt coaſt 
of the iſland, employed about ſome affairs 
of trade, and having finiſhed their buſineſs, 
intended to return to their own habitations, 
.on the north ſhore, by ſailing round the 


coaſt, Therefore went they on board a 
ſmall 


* 
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{mall boat, and begun their voyage home- 
ward; but, meeting with a ſtrong gale off 
the land, they were unfortunately driven 
out to ſea, and, in a few days, were caſt 
upon the coaſt of Kamtzatſky, half. ſtar ved, 
and in the greateſt diſtreſs. In this condi- 
tion they met with a Ruſſian officer, who 
afforded them all that aſſiſtance which com- 
mon humanity dictates on ſuch occaſions, 
Notwithſtanding all his care, ſeveral of the 
old people died, being quite ſpent with fa- 
tigue, and want of victuals. That he and 
another youth, who was ſince dead, were 
ſent to St Peterſburgh, where his Majeſty 
was pleaſed to order that they ſhould be 
provided for in the Academy. This 
young man could read and write both the 
Japaneſe and Ruſſian languages. | 

We ſet out from Elimſky on the 12th ; 
and next day, in the evening, came to . 
| imall village, upon the north bank of the 
river Angara, about eighty verſt diſtant 
from Elimſky. During theſe two days we 
law no houſe nor any inhabitants, the whole 

Yor. E p of 
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of the country through which we paſſed 


being covered with tall and thick woods, 


There is a narrow road cut for ſledges, and 
the trees on each ſide meeting at the top 
ſhade it by day, and in the night make it 


very dark, and almoſt diſmal. 


We paſled the night in this village, 
where we got freſh horſes ; and, next 
morning, repeated our journey almoſt due 
eaſt up the river Angara upon the ice. A- 
long the banks we found many villages 
well peopled. The face 'of the country 
had now a different aſpect from what I had 
ſeen for ſeveral months; ſometimes we 
ſaw a fine champaign, country, exhibiting 
a beautiful and extenſive proſpect ; at 0- 
ther times, the view was agreeably varied 
with woods and riſing grounds. The 
north ſide of the river is moſtly overgrown 
with woods. There are ſome openings a- 
long the banks, where we found villages, 
and abundance of cattle and proviſions. 

THe Þ 5th, we arrived at a large village 


called Ballaganſky, ſituated on the ſouth 


tide 


20, 
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ide of the Angara, near a rivulet, running 


from the ſouth, called Unga. The ſitua- 


| tion of this place is very pleaſant, as it 


ſtands in a fruitful plain, and has many 
corn-fields and woods in the neighbour- 
hood. 
Here we found another tribe of the na- 
tives of Siberia, who differ, in ſome parti- 
culars, from all thoſe I have formerly de- 
ſcribed. They are called by the Ruſſians 
Bratſky, but by themſelves Buraty. They 
live in tents all the year ; and, having large 
flocks of ſheep, and many cows and horſes, 
they remove from place to place, as the 
convenience of grazing requires. Their 
language has a great affinity to that of the 
Kalmucks; and they have prieſts among 


them who can read and write that lan- 


guage. As to their dreſs and manner of 


life, I could obſerve little difference between 


them and the Kalmucks on the Volga ; 
and therefore conclude they have both de- 
ſcended from the ſame original. Their 
faces, however, are not quite ſo flat as thoſe 


of 
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of the Kalmucks; their noſes being ſome- 
what higher, and their countenances more 
open. - | ZE 

The Buraty are ſtout active men, but 
hate all kind of labour : For, though they 
have the example of the Ruſſians plowing 
and ſowing their ground, and living plen- 


tifully on the produce of this rich and fer- 
tile ſoil, they chuſe ſtill to live in their 


tents, and tend their flocks, on which their 
ſubſiſtence entirely depends. 

The chief exerciſe of the men is hunt- 
ing and riding. They have a good breed 


of ſaddle-horſes, and their horned cattle 
are very large. Their ſheep have broad 


tails, and their mutton 1s excellent, They 
have alio great abundance of goats ; for 
all, theſe animals they make no proviſion 
of fodder, but leave them to feed 1n the 
open fields. When the ſnow falls to a great 


depth, which ſeldom happens in theſe parts, 


they drive them to the ſouthward to riſing 
grounds, where little ſnow lies, 


Their 


l. 
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Their arms are bows and arrows, lances 
and ſabres; all of which are uſed on horſe- 
back ; for, like the Kalmucks, they have 
no infantry, | They are dexterous archers, 
and ſkilful horſemen. | 

Theſe people were formerly ſubject to a 
prince of the Mongals, but now live very 
quietly under the Ruſſian government. 
They are at preſent a very numerous 


people, reaching towards the eaſt and ſouth 


of the Baykal! lake, and are generally 
reckoned very honeſt and ſincere. 
As to their dreſs, the men wear a coat, 


or rather gown, of ſheep-ſkins, girt about 
the middle, in all ſeaſons ; a ſmall round 


cap, faced with fur, having a taſſel of red 
ilk at the top, which, together with a pair 
of drawers and boots, makes up the whole 
of their apparel, The womens dreſs is 


nearly the ſame, only their gowns are plait- 


ed about the waiſt, and hang down like a 


petticoat. The married women have their 


hair hanging in two locks, one on each 
ide of the head, drawn through two iron 
rings 
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rings to prevent its floating on the breaf, 
and looking very like a tye-wig. Round 
their fore-head they wear a hoop of po- 
liſhed iron, made faſt behind; and on their 
head a ſmall round cap, faced with fur, 
and embroidered, in their faſhion, to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from thoſe of the men. The maids 
are dreſſed in the ſame manner, only their 


hair is all plaited, hanging in ſeparate locks 


round their head, and is as black as a ra- 
ven : Some of them have good complex- 
ions. Both the men and women are cour- 
teous in their behaviour. I ſhould like 
them much better if they were a little more 
cleanly, Both their, perſons and tents are 


extremely naſty, from their uſing only 


ſkins to preſerve them from the cold; on 
theſe they fit or lie, round a little fire, 1n 


their tents. 
The religion of the Buraty ſeems to be 


the ſame with that of the Kalmucks, which 
is downright Paganiſm of the groſſeſt kind, 
They talk indeed of an Almighty and good 


ns. who created all things, whom they 


call 
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call Burchun, but ſeem bewildered, in ob- 
ſcure and fabulous notions, concerning his 


Kutuchtu. Of theſe prieſts I ſhall have an 
opportunity to give ſome account after- 
| wards. | 

In paſſing the tents of the 0 I of- 
ten obſerved a long pole, whereon was 
| hung, by the horns, the head and ſkin of a 
ſheep. On inquiring the reaſon of this 
| appearance, I was told that the animal, 


lain, and offered in facrifice, to the God 
who protected their flocks and herds. I 
could obſerve no images among them, ex- 
cept ſomerelicks given them by their prieſts, 
which they had from the Delay-Lama ; 
theſe are commonly hung up ina corner 
of their tents, and ſometimes about their 
necks, by way of an amulet, to preſerve 


them from misfortunes, | 
The 


nature and government. They have two 
high prieſts, to whom they pay great re- 
ſpect ; one is called Delay-Lama, the other 
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The 16th, we came to another large vil- 


lage, called Kamenka, ſituated on the north 
bank of the river, where we found many 
of the Buraty in their tents, © This day we 
had ſome rain, which melted much ſnoy, 


and made it dangerous to travel upon the 
ice ; ſo that we were obliged to leave the 


river, and make the beſt of our way along 
the banks ; for ſeveral of our, horſes broke 
through the ice, and were got up again 


with no ſmall difficulty. 


The 17th, our route lay to the fouth: eaſt, 
The alteration of the weather was now 
very perceptible, the heat of the ſun was 
very intenſe, and the ſnow ſuddenly diſ- 


appeared, leaving no marks of winter, ex- 


cept the ice upon the river, which was va- 
niſhing very faſt. Thus, in the ſpace of a 


few days, we paſſed from a cold winter to 
a warm ſpring ; and one would almoſt have 


imagined we had been 1mperceptibly drop= | 
ped into a another climate, Our ledges, in 
which we had travelled and lodged, for 


moſt part, during the winter, could now be 
| of 


0. 


in 
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of no uſe; and we left them to be put on 
wheel-carriages, in order to follow us as 
hould be convenient. 1 
Having procured ſuch horſes and furni- 
ture as the place afforded, we proceeded a- 
long the north bank of the Angara, to- 
wards Irkutſky. We were eſcorted by ſome 
Coſſacks, and a party of the Buraty, armed 
with bows and arrows, We hunted all the 
way as we travelled, and were not a little 


| ſurpriſed to ſee the Buraty kill many hares 


with their arrows. This exerciſe was very 
ſeaſonable, as we had been confined to 
ledges for more than three months, during 
our journey from Cazan to this place. 

On the 18th of March, we arrived at 
the town of Irkutſky, ſo called from the 
IVulet Irkut, which falls into the Angara 
near it. It ſtands on the north bank of 
the Angara, in a large plain, to the north 
of which the grounds are very high, and 
covered with woods. On the ſouth ſide of 
the river, towards the Baykall lake, are 
ligh hills, riſing to the ſouth, and covered 

Wi, ll, with 
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with tall trees, among which are many la- 
rixes and Siberian cedars. The larix, cal- 
led in Ruſs liſvinitza, is a well known tree 
in theſe parts ; near the root of it grows a 
famous drug, called agarick, in form of x 
muſhroom ; it ſheds its _ in autumn, and 
in ſummer it looks like a pine; it groms 
very firaight and tall, and is reckoned good 
timber for ſhip-building ; it bears a cone 
like the fir-tree, containing the ſeed, but 
not half ſo large. 

What is called the cedar is a large tall 
tree, which never ſhades the leaf; it is 
white and ſmooth, but has not the leaſt 
{mell of cedar. They uſe it chiefly in build- 
ing houſes ; and it makes the fineſt white 
floors, and freeſt from knots, of any wood 
I know. The leaves are like thoſe of a 
pine, but grow in taſſels, very beautiful. 
Ih be cones are large, and inſtead of feed, 


like the fir, contain a ſmall nut with a ker- 
nel, of which the people in this country 
are very fond, and eat it by way of a deſert, 
in place of better fruit. It has a pleaſant 

3 take, 
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taſte, like that of raiſins, and is eſteemed 
good for the ſtomach. 

The town of Irkutſky is fortified en 4 
ditch, and ſtrong palliſades, having towers 
at certain diſtances. The garriſon conſiſts 
of ſome regular troops, beſides a-number 
of Coſſacks, or the militia of the country, 
The town contains about two thouſand 
houſes ; and the inhabitants are plentifully 


ſupplied with proviſions of all kinds from 


the neighbouring villages. The adjacent 
woods abound with variety of game. The 
river affords ſturgeon, and many other kinds 


of fiſh, but no ſterlet; becauſe, as I appre- 


hend, they delight in muddy ſtreams, and 
the water at this place is ſo clear, that, in 
two fathoms deep, one may ſee the l 
at the bottom. 

At Irkutſky is a good marker for furs of 
all ſorts, and likewiſe for many kinds of 

Chineſe goods. All merchandiſe muſt be 
entered at the cuſtom- houſe in this place; 
and pays a duty of ten per cent; which pro- 


duces 
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1 

duces a conſiderable: revenue to his Ma- 
A Pt 
The 25th of March; our 8 arri- or 
ved, after ſurmounting many difficulties th 
on the road. They had been obliged to ſt: 
leave many of the ſledges, after taking the tic 
| baggage off them, and putting it on wheel- ab 
carriages. | im 
Our deſign was to have croſſed the Bay- en 
kall Sea upon the ice, and then proceeded wi 
by land to the town of Selinginſky ; but or 
we came too late for that purpoſe. The be: 
ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, that, before our the 
carriages arrived, the river was almoſt free Irk 
of ice. We were. informed, indeed, that 5 
the ice upon the lake was ſufficiently ſtrong far 
to bear horſes; but, upon conſidering the lan 
matter, it was thought moſt adviſeable to re- gre 
main here, till the ice in the ſea was allo gre 
melted, that we might go by water to Se- are 
linginſky ; and orders were immediately inſf 
given that veſſels ſhould be Prepared for beh 
this purpoſe. wh 
April imp 


| impoſition, 
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April 1ſt, we eroſſed the river, accom- 


panied by Mr Rakitin the commandant, in 


order to take a view of the country towards 
the ſouth. We rode through fine woods of 
ſtately oaks, and other trees, formerly men- 
tioned, We hunted all the way, and found 
abundance of game. Atlaſt, we came to a 


| ſmall Ruſſian village, in a fruitful valley, 
encompaſſed with hills covered with woods, 


where we lodged. Next day we went ten 
or a dozen miles farther, in ſearch of wild 
beaſts ; but, finding none, we returned to 
the ſame village, and the day following to 
Irkutſky. oe” 

The 10th, we were entertained with a 
famous Buratſky Shaman, who was alſo 


lama or prieſt, and was brought from a 


| great diſtance, As theſe ſhamans make a 


great noiſe in this part of the world, and 
are believed, by the ignorant vulgar, to be 


inſpired, I ſhall give ſome account of the 


behaviour of this one, in particular, by 
which it will appear that the whole is an 


He 
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Hie was introduced to the ambaſſador by 
the commandant, accompanied by ſever 
chiefs of his own tribe, who treat him with 


great reſpect. He was a man of about 


thirty years of age, of a grave aſpect and 
deportment. At his introduction, he had 
a cup of brandy preſented to him, which 
he drank, but refuſed any more. 
After ſome converſation, he was defired 
to exhibit ſome ſpecimen of his art; but 
he replied, he could do nothing in a Ruſ- 
ſian houſe, becauſe there were ſome images 
of ſaints which prevented his ſucceſs. The 


performance was therfore adjourned to a 


Buratſky tent in the ſuburbs. According- 


1 
ly, in the evening, we went to the place 
appointed, where we found the ſhaman, 


with ſeveral of his companions, round a 


little fire, ſmoking tobacco, but no women 


among them. We placed ourſelves on one 
ſide of the tent, leaving the other for him 
and his countrymen. After fitting about 


| half an hour, the ſhaman placed himſelf 


croſs-legged upon the floor, cloſe by a te 
burn* 


burning coals upon the hearth, wich his 
fice towards his companions; then he took 
two ſticks, about four feet long each, one 
in each hand, and began to ſing a diſmal 
tune, beating time with the ſticks; all his 
followers joined in the chorus. During 


this part of the performance, he turned and 


diftorted his body into many different poſ- 
tures, till at laſt he wrought himſelf up to 
ſuch a degree of fury, that he foamed at 
the mouth, and his eyes looked red and ſta- 
ring. He now ſtarted up on his legs, and fell 
a dancing, like one diſtraQed, till he trode 
out the fire with his bare feet. Theſe un- 
natural motions were, by the vulgar, attri- 
buted to the operations of a divinity ; and, 
in truth, one would almoſt have imagined 
him poſſeſſed by ſome daemon. After being 
quite ſpent with dancing, he retired to the 
door of tlie tent, and gave three dreadful 


ſhrieks, by which, his companions ſaid, he 


called the daemon to direct him in anſwer- 
ing ſuch queſtions as ſhould be propoſed. 
He then returned, and ſat down in great 


com- 
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compoſure, telling he was ready to reſolye 


any queſtion that might be aſked. Several 


of our people put queſtions in abundance; 
all which he anſwered readily, but in ſuch 
ambiguous terms that nothing could be 


made of them. He now performed ſeve. 


ral legerdemain tricks, ſuch as ſtabbing 
himſelf with a knife, and bringing it up at 


at his mouth, running himſelf through 
with a ſword, and many others too trifling 


to mention. In ſhort, nothing is more e- 
vident than that theſe ſhamans are a parcel 
of jugglers, who impoſe on the ignorant 
and credulous vulgar, 

The 6th of April, we went to a monal- 
tery, about five miles to the eaſtward of 


this place, where we dined with the Arch- 
biſhop of Tobolſky. This prelate had 


lately come hither to viſit ſome monaſte- 
ries, and, in his way, had baptiſed a num- 
ber of Oſteaks and other heathens. From 
this time, till the 8th of May, little mate- 
rial happened. We waited patiently for 
the diſſolving of the ice on the Baykall 

lake, 


PD” 
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for 
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lake, of which we expected to receive the 


moſt certain knowledge, by means of the 
floating ice on the Angara ; for, when this 


1 happens, that river 1s filled with floating 


cakes, which are driven along with great 
fury by the wind and current. 

The 11th, the river was now clear of 
iet Our baggage was ſhipped. on board 
large flat-bottomed boats, and drawn up 
the ſtream ; the wind being ſoutherly; 
made the progreſs of the boats very ſlow; 


| The ambaſſador, therefore, reſolved to re- 


main at this place till he heard they had 


nearly reached the lake, which is about 


forty verſt from Irkutſky. 4 

Before we left this place, Mr Kremen- 
ky, our interpreter for the Latin tongue; 
died of a hectic diſorder. He was a Poliſh 
zentleman, and had laboured under this 
diſtemper for ſome years. 
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From I yu t/hy, _ the Lake By 
Kall, to 8 elinginſey : home Account 
of the Kutuchtu, 9c. 
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HE 15th of May, the weather being 
very hot, we did not ſet out till after 
dinner, when we left Irkutſky, accompa- 
nied by the commandant and ſome other 
officers of the place. We rode along the 


north bank of the river, through pleaſant 


woods, and ſome open fields, till we came, 
about midnight, to a few fiſhermen's huts, 


where we halted for a few hours, and re- 
peated our journey early next morning. 
At 


thi 
the 


nt 
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At noon, we artived at a ſmall chapel, 


dedicated to St Nicolas, where travellers 
uſually pay their devotions, and pray for a 
proſperous paſſage over the lake, About 


this religious houſe there are a few fiſher- 


men's huts. Two monks conſtantly at- 


tend, to put people in mind of their duty, 
and receive a ſmall Wy from the * 
ſengers. 


Here we found our boats waiting for 


us below the falls of the Angara. From 
hence you can ſee the lake, burſting out 
betwixt two high rocks, and tumbling 


down over huge ſtones, that lie quite croſs 
the river, which I reckon to be about an 


Engliſh mile broad. The whole channel 


of the river is covered with theſe rocks, 


from the mouth of the lake down to the 
Chapel of St Nicolas, about the diftance of 
an Engliſh mile. There is no paſſage for the 
ſmalleſt boats, except along the eaſt ſhore, 
thro' a narrow ſtrait, between the rocks and 
the land. In the moſt ſhallow places, there 
is about five or fix feet water, and breadth 

| all 


— 


all the way. ſuſſiciept for any . vel- 


ſel. But if, by ſtreſs of weather, or any o. 


ther accident, a boat ſhould have the miſ- 


Fortune to miſs this opening, and be thrown 


upon the rocks, ſhe muſt immediately 
daſhed to pieces, and the whole crew ine- 
vitably periſh, The waters, daſhing upon 
the ſtones, make a noiſe like the roaring of 
the ſea, ſo that people near them can 
ſcarce hear ane another ſpeak. I cannot 
expreſs the awfulneſs with which one is 
ſtruck, at the fight of ſuch aſtoniſhing 
ſcenes of nature as appear round this place, 


and which, I believe, are not to be equalled 


in the known world. The pilots and fail 
ors who navigate the"lake ſpeak of it with 
much reverence, calling it the Holy Sea, 
and the mountains about it the Holy Moun- 
tains; and are highly diſpleaſed with any 
perſon who ſpeaks of it with diſreſpect, or 
calls it a lake. They tell a ſtory of a cer- 


tain pilot who always gave it that appella- 


tion, but was ſeverely puniſhed for his con- 
tempt. Being on a 2285 in 2 autumn, he 


ang 
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and his crew were toſſed from ſide to fide 
of the lake, till they were half ſtarved, and 
in great danger of periſhing. Neceſſity, at 
laſt, forced this hardy mariner to comply 
with the prevailing cuſtom, and pray to 
the Holy Sea and Mountains to have com- 
paſſion on him in ſuch diſtreſs. His pray- 
ers were effectual, and he arrived ſafe to 
land; but was obſerved, ever after, to ſpeak 


| of the ſea with the greateſt reſpect. 


The afternoon was ſpent in adjuſting the 


tackle, and preparing the barks for being 


drawn up the ſtrong narrow current. 
The 17th, the wind being contrary, and 
blowing pretty freſh, the pilots would not 


venture out. I, and three more of our 


company, took this opportunity of walk 


ing up to the top of the mountains, where 
we had a full view of the ſea, and the land 


to the ſouth, on the other {ide of it, and 
alſo to the weſt, as far as it extends. The 


land on the ſouth fide of the lake riſes gra- 


dually, till it terminates in hills moſtly co- 
yered with wood ; but, on the weſtern 


ſhore, 
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| chore, there are very high mountains, ſeve. 


ral whereof are overſpread with deep ſnow, 
which we could eaſily diſcern, though at a 
great diſtance. 

The Baykall Sea, oppolite to the mouth 
of the Selinga, is reckoned about fifty Eng- 
liſh miles broad, though it is much broader 
in ſome other places, and about three hun- 


dred miles in length. It is wholly freſh 


water, and is ſupplied by the Selinga, and 
many other rivers, from the ſouth, and by 
the higher Angara from the eaft, The 
courſe of the ſea is from ſouth-weſt to 
north-eaſt, and has very few ſhelves or 


rocks, There 1s only one large iſland, 


near the middle of it, called Olchon. lt is 
bounded on the north by a ridge of high 
rocks, which run from one end of it to the 
other. The only opening by which it diſ- 
charges itſelf is that into the Angara, 


which, though it is a natural paſſage, ap- 
pears as if cut through the rocks by att. 


In my opinion, one cannot imagine a more 
e proſpect of nature, than 1 is ſeen 
| from 
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from the top of theſe mountains, th. 


may eaſily be perceived from the ſhort and 


imperfect ſketch: L haye drawn of it. The 


woods on the ſummit of the rocks are 
hort, and thinly ſcattered; but, on their 
declivity towards the north, and in the val- 
leys, the trees become gradually both taller 


and larger. There is abundance of game 


and wild beaſts in theſe woods, particularly 
the wild boar, which was the firſt of that 
ſpecies we found in this country; a cer- 
tain ſign of a temperate climate ; for theſe 
animals cannot endure the; exceſſive cold 
in more northerly parts. The hunting of 
theſe animals being a dangerous kind of 
ſport, we carefully avoided their haunts. In 
the evening, we returned to our barks at 
the chapel of St Nicolas. | 


The Baykall is abundantly funding 


with various kinds of excellent fiſh, parti- 


cularly ſturgeon, and a fiſh called omully, 
in ſhape and taſte reſembling a herring, but 
broader and larger, The ſea produces alſo 


great numbers of ſeals, whoſe ſkins are 


pre- 
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preferred in quality to n offſeals caupht 
in falt-water. | I am of opinion, that both 


the ſeals and fiſh in the Baykall came ori- 


ginally from the Northern Ocean, as the 
communication between them is open, tho 
the diſtance be very great. 


The ſeals are gener ally caught in winter; 


by ſtrong nets hung under the ice. The 


method they uſe is, to cut many holes in 


the ice, at certain diſtances from one ano- 
ther, ſo that the fiſhermen can, with long 


poles, ſtretch their nets from one hole to 


another, and thus continue them to any 
diſtance. The ſeals, not being able to beat 
long confinement under the ice, for want 


of air, ſeek theſe holes for relief, and thus 


entangle themſelves in the nets. Theſe 


creatures, indeed, commonly make many 


holes for themſelves, at the ſetting in of the 
froſt. In this manner they catch, not only 
ſeals, but fiſh of all kinds, in winter. 
The 18th, the wind being favourable, we 
put off from St Nicolas's. As we had 
workmen enough, we left part of them on 
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board, to aſſiſt the pilot, by ſetting poles, 


while the reſt were employed on ſhore, in 
towing the barks againſt a ſtrong current. 
In about the ſpace of three hours we got 

clear of the current; and all hands came on 

board. We were now quite becalmed, and 
obliged to take to our oars. We rowed a- 

long ſhore to the eaſtward till about noon, 
when we had an eaſy breeze, which ſoon 
carried us two thirds over the ſea, under 
our main-ſail, The wind now chopped a- 
bout to the eaſt, and blew ſo freſh, that we 
could not make the river Selinga, which 
was the port where we intended to land. 
As theſe barks cannot turn to windward, we 
were drove about ten miles to the weſt- 


ward of the Poſſolſky monaſtery, which 


ſtands about ſix miles to the weſtward of 
the Selinga, in a pleaſant and fruitful plain, 
furniſhing an extenſive view in all direc- 
tions; where, endeavouring to get to land 
at any rate, we ſteered into a bay, in which 
we fancied we ſaw the ſhore covered with 
cockle-ſhells or white ſand. On a nearer 
Vol.  - - uy approach, 
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approach, our miſtake appeared. For what 
feemed ſhells or ſand, at a diſtance, was 
only great and ſmall cakes of ice, beating 
with the” waves againſt the main body of 
the ice, which lay firm, and covered the 
whole bay. Our people, on diſtinguiſhing 
the ice, immediately ſtruck ſail, and were 
in no ſmall confuſion, But Mr Iſmaeloff 
ordered the ſail to be again fet, and to ſteer 
directly for the ice. In the mean time, all 
hands were employed in hanging boards a- 
bout the bow of the veſſel, to prevent the 
cutting of the planks, and in ſetting poles 
to puſh off the large cakes. At laſt we 
came among the ice, which made a terrible 
rattling at firſt ; but the farther we advan- 
ced, the eaſier our bark lay, till we came to 
the main body of the ice, where ſhe re- 
mained as unmoved as if ſhe had been 1n 
a mill-pond, though it ſtill continued to 
blow hard. We now quitted the ſhip, and 
walked about upon the ice, which was yet 
ſtrong enough to carry horſes. By this 
time the ſun was ſet, which prevented our 

deſign 
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deſign of going aſhore, for the diſtance was 
at leaſt five Engliſh miles ; and there was 
a great gap in the ice near the-place . 
ve ly. | 
About midnight the 0 turned l 
terly, and, at break of day, we left our ſta- 
tion, and ſailed to the eaſtward, and, about 
noon, entered the river Selinga, where we 
found our other three barks. They ha- 
ving been two or three miles before us the 
preceding night, had time enough to reach 
anchoring ground, and, by this means, e- 
ſcaped the ice, ſo little expected at this ſea- 
ſon of the year. We ourſelves, before en- 
tering the hay, had ſounded, in order to 
diſcover whether we could come to an an- 
chor; but no bottom could be found, tho 
we joined ſeveral lead-lines together, a- 
mounting to above one hundred and Oe 
fathoms. : WE 
The mouth of the Seliogh is ſurrounded 
with tall. reeds; and contains ſeveral iſlands. 
The entry into it is very difficult, except 
the wind be fair, becauſe of many flats and 
ſand- 
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ſand- banks, thrown up by: the current of 
the river. Here we found great flocks of 
all kinds of water-fow!, particularly ſnipes. 

The wind continuing fair, we ſailed up 
the river to a ſmall oratory, dedicated alſo 
to St Nicolas, where all hands went aſhore 
to return thanks for their ſafe paſſage, The 
prior of the Poſſolſky monaſtery came to 
this place to ſalute the ambaſſador, and 
brought a preſent of fiſh, and ſuch other 
proviſions as theſe religious houſes afford. 
In the evening we proceeded up the ri- 
ver, till night overtook us, when we hauled 
our boats cloſe to the bank, and lay till 
next morning, which was the 20th of May. 
This day being calm, the barks were towed 
up the river; and we walked along the 
banks, hunting all the way in a very plea- 
ſant country. At 88 we lay by, as for- 
merly. 5 
The 21ſt, the weather was very hot. 
We. continued our voyage in the, ſame 
| manner as before. | 


The 
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The 22d, the wind being fair, we hoiſt- 
el ſails, and in the evening arrived at a 
large village, well built and peopled, called 


Kabbanſky Oſtrogue. This place is plea- 


fantly ſituated, on a riſing ground upon 
the weſt bank of the river, ſurrounded 
wich many corn- fields and much paſturage. 
Here we took new hands on board our 
barks, and diſmiſſed the former to return | 
in open boats to Irkutſky, 

The 25th, we reached another large 
village called Bolſhoy Zaimka, fituated in 
a fertile country. In the neighbourhood 
is a ſmall monaſtery, and many leſſer vil- 
lages. Many. of the Buraty were en- 
camped, with their flocks and herds, on 
both ſides of the river. 

The climate on this ſide of the Baykall 
lake is much more temperate than on the 
north fide. The land produces rich crops 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, 
and peaſe ; beſides kitchen roots, and o- 
ther garden ſtuff. The inhabitants have 
aot yet begun to plant any kind of fruit- 
trees, 
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trees, which, I am perſuaded, would thrive 
exceedingly, as the winters are ſhort, and m 
the ſnow does not lie above ſix weeks ot 
two months. The banks of the river ap- 
peared very pleaſant, being a varied 


with plains and woods. fot 

The 26th, we came to a large town, cil- To 
led Udinſky, from the rivulet Uda, which col 
runs into the Selinga, on the eaſt bank, to 
This place alſo ſtands in a fertile plain, ha- iro 


ving hills covered with woods towards the ro 
eaſt, In theſe hills are found ſeveral rick lit) 
ores, particularly of lead ; in digging which 
many hands are now employed. The 
miners ſay it is of too hard a quality; how- WI bar 
ever, they have extracted conſiderable 
quantities of filver from it; and I have 
been informed that they alfo found ſome 
veins of ſilver ore. As theſe works are 
but lately begun, it is not doubted that they Pire 
are capable of great improvement, at an 
eaſy charge, as the metal lies ſo near the 
ſurface. Samples of theſe ores have been dep 
| ſent to St Peterſburgh ; and, 1 am __ prov 
e ed, 


— 
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ed, his Majeſty has engaged ſome German 
miners to make experiments upon them, 
Both here and on the Angara iron is to 
be found in great abundance at the very 
ſurface : But as the diſtance is too great 
for exportation, it is not worth the labour, 
To ſupply the common conſumption of the 
country, the ſmith takes his bellows, goes 
to the mine, and ſmelts and works as much 
iron as he needs. I have ſeen ſome of this 
iron of an excellent, ſoft, and pliable qua- 
„ | 
Beſides the above mentioned, there are 
at this place very rich mines of copper, I 
have ſeen ſome of the ore with large veins 
of pure copper running through it. I 
make no doubt but time and future diſco- 


veries will bring theſe mines to perfection, 


to the great emolument of the Ruſſian em- 


/ pire, : 


All this country is under the juriſdiction 
of the commandant of Irkutſky, who ſends 
deputies to all the towns of this extenſive 
province, to adminiſter juſtice, and take 
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care of his Majeſty's revenues. The pow. 
er of nominating ſub-governours and com. 
mandants, is veſted by his Majeſty in the 
governour of Siberia, which gives him an 


authority equal to a ſovereign prince. 


The ambaſſador, finding the progreſs of 
the boats againſt the ſtream very ſlow and 
tedious, being beſides much peſtered with 


gnats and muſkitoes, reſolved to go by 
land the reſt of the way to Selinginſky: 


For which purpoſe, the ſuperintendant of 
this place ordered horſes, and a proper eſ- 


cort, to be got ready againſt next morning 


on the other ſide of the river, the road on 


this ſide being a by thick woods 


and; deep rivers. 


The 27th, having ſent of our barks, we 


croſſed the river, and, having no baggage, 
we ſoon mounted. The road lay through 


a fine plain, covered with excellent grafs. 


In the evening we came to a fountain of 
pure water, where we lodged in the tents 


of the Buraty, and ſlept on bull-hides. 


The 
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» The 28th, early, we proceeded, travel- 
a ling over ſome pretty high hills overgrown 
he with wood. About noon, we came to a 
Nr river called Orongoy, which we croſſed on 
a tall camel, it being too deep for horſes. 
of At this place we found a number of the 
ad Buraty encamped, with their flocks gra- 
th zing in the neighbourhood. | 
by Our horſes having ſwam the river, we 
7: went into one of the Buratſky tents till 


of they were dried. The hoſpitable landlady 
ef- inmediately ſet her kettle on the fire to 


ing make us ſome tea; the extraordinary 
on cookery of which ] cannot omit deſcri- 
ods bing. After placing a large iron kettle over 
me fire, ſhe took care to wipe it very clean 
we with a horſe's tail; that hung in a corner 
ge, of the tent for that purpoſe ; then the wa- 
ugh ter was put into it, and ſoon after ſome 


rals, Coarſe bohea tea, which is got from China, 
of and a little ſalt. When near boiling, ſhe 
took a large braſs ladle, and toſſed the tea 
til the liquor turned very brown. It was 


now taken off the fire, and, after ſubſiding 
. a 
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a little, was poured clear into another vel. Ml thc! 
ſel. The kettle being wiped clean with the the! 
horſe's tail as before, was again ſet upon tain 
the fire. The miſtreſs now prepared: 
paſte, of meal and freſh butter, that hung 
in a ſkin near the horſe's tail, which wa rr 
put into the tea-kettle and fried. Upon 
this paſte the tea was again poured, to 
which was added ſome good thick cream, pair 
taken out of a clean ſheep's ſkin, which WW Ru 
hung upon a peg among the other thingy, | 
The ladle was again employed, for the ſpace furr 
of {ix minutes, when the tea, being remo- Bll 
ved from the fire, was allowed to ſtand x 
while in order to cool. The landlady non 
took ſome wooden cups, which held about WM mil 
half a pint each, and ſerved her tea to all WM gor 
the company. The principal advantage of Loi 
this tea is, that it both ſatisfies hunger and amb 
quenches thirſt, I thought it not diſagree Wil 
able; but ſhould have liked it much better and, 
had it been prepared in a manner a little rang 
more cleanly. Our bountiful hoſteſs, hon. 


FR: gave us a hearty welcome; and % in t. 
ttel 
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| theſe people know not the uſe of money, 
there was nothing to pay for our enter- 
tainment. We only made her a preſent of 
: little tobacco to ſmoke, of which theſe 
people are very fond. I have given this 
receipt with a view that ſome Enropean 


ladies may improve upon it, | 

After this ſhort repaſt, we mounted a- 
gain; and, in the evening, came to a neat 
Ruſſian village, on the front of a pleaſant 
hill covered with wood. This place is 


ſurrounded with extenſive valleys and fine 


paſturage, and our accommodation was 
better than the preceding night, Here we 
met Mr Firſoff, colonel of the coſſacks, or 
militia of Selinginſky, with a ſquadron of . 
horſe, armed with bows and arrows, and 
ſome firelocks, who came to eſcort the 
ambaſſador to that place. 
The 29th of May we mounted early, 
and, by means of our coſſacks, hunted and 
ranged the woods, as we went along, in 
the manner of this country, called oblave 
in the Ruſſian language. Their method is 
| to 
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to form a ſemi-circle of horſemen, armed 
with bows and arrows, in order to incloſe 
the game. Within the ſemi-circle a few 
young men are placed, who give notice 
when the game 1s ſprung ; theſe only are 


permitted to purſue, the others being con- 


fined to keep their ranks. Our coſſacks, 
with their arrows, killed three deer, and ſe- 
veral hares: And, if killing harmleſs ani- 
mals can be called diverſion, this may pro- 
perly be reckoned one of the fineſt. Aﬀier 
this faſhion they hunt beats, wolyes, foxes, 
and wild boars. 

About noon we came to a village on the 


Selinga, where we halted a few hours, and 


then croſſed the river in boats, which was 
near a mile broad at this place. Our coſ- 
facks, however, ſought no boats, except one 
to tranſport their arms, cloaths, and fad- 
dles ; which being done, all of them mount- 
ed their horſes, and plunged into the river 
without the leaſt concern. As ſoon as the 
horſes were ſet a ſwimming, for eaſe to 
them the men diſmounted, and, laying hold 


of 


— | 
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of the mane with one hand, guided them 
gently by the bridle with the other, This 
is the common method in this country of 
tranſporting men and horſes, which I look 
upon to be both ſaferand eaſy, provided the 
horſe is managed with a gentle hand, with- 
out checking him with ſudden jerks of the 
bridle, 

We halted a little, after croſſing the ri- 
ver, till the horſes were dried ; after which 
we mounted, and, in the evening, arrived 
at the town of Selinginſky, where we in- 
tended to wait for our barks, and the reſt 
of our people. 

Selinginſky is ſituated on the eaſt bank 
of the noble river Selinga, in a deep, bar- 
ren, ſandy ſoil, that produces almoſt no- 
thing. The choice of this ſituation was 
extremely injudicious ; for, had the foun- 
ders gone but half a mile further down, to 
the place where now the inhabitants have 
their gardens, they would have had a ſi- 


tuation, in every reſpec, preferable to the 
preſent, | 


| This 


77 
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This place conſiſts of about two 
dred houſes and two churches, which are 
all of them built with wood. It is defen- 
ded by a fortification of ſtrong palliſades, 

on which are mounted ſome cannon, 
About a mile eaſtward of the town is a 
ridge of high hills, quite covered jwith 
wood, On the other ſide of the river the 
country is open, dry, and ſomewhat bar- 
ren, but affords excellent paſture, particu- 
larly for ſheep, whereof the Buraty, the 
inhabitants, have large flocks. They are 
of- that kind which hath broad tails ; and 
their mutton is very good. Theſe people 
have, beſides, a large ſort of horned cattle, 
and abundance of horſes and camels, 
wherein all their riches conſiſt, Here ends 
| the tribe of the Buraty ; and the nation 

of the Mongalls begins. 
The Mongalls are a numerous people, 
and occupy a large extent of country, 
from this place to the Kallgan, which ſig- 
nifies the Everlaſting Wall, or the great 
wall of China. From this wall they ſtreich 
| them- 
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themſelves northward as far as the river 
Amoor, and from the Amoor weſtward to 
the Baykall Sea, where they border with 
the territories of the Kontayſha, or prince 
of the Black Kalmucks. On the ſouth, 
they are bounded by a nation called Ton- 
guts, among whom the Delay-Lama has 
his reſidence. One may eaſily imagine, 


from the vaſt tract of land which the Mon- 


galls occupy, that they muſt be very nu- 
merous, eſpecially when it is conſidered, 
that they live in a healthy climate, and 
have been engaged in no wars ſince they 
were conquered, partly by the Ruſſians on 


the weſt, and partly by the Chineſe on the 


eaſt; to whom all theſe people are now 
tributaries. In former times the Mongalls 
were troubleſome neighbours to the Chi- 
neſe, againſt whoſe incurſions the great 
wall was built. 

Kamhi, the preſent Bages of China, 
was the firſt who ſubdued theſe hard y Tar- 
tars, which he effected more by kind uſage 
and ION than by his ſword; for theſe 

r 
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people are great lovers of liberty. The 
ſame gentle treatment hath been obſerved 
by the Ruſſians towards thoſe of them who 
are their ſubjects. And they themſelves 
confeſs, that, under the protection of theſe 
two mighty Emperors, they enjoy more 
liberty, and live more at eaſe, than they 
formerly did under their own princes, 

The preſent Prince of Mongalia 1s called 
Tuſh-du-Chan, and reſides about ſix days 
journey to the ſouth-eaſt from Selinginſky, 
The place is called Urga, and is near to 
where the Kutuchtu or high- prieſt inha- 
bits. When the Mongalls ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to the Emperor of China, it was a- 
greed, that the Tuſh-du- Chan ſhould ſtill 
maintain the name and authority of a prince 
over his people, but undertake no war nor 
expedition without conſent of the Empe- 
ror; which has ſtrictly been obſerved ever 
ſince. | 55 
It is very remarkable, that in all the va 
dominions of Mongalia, there is not fo 


much as a ſingle houſe to be ſeen, All 
| 1 the 


the 


F 
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the people, even the prince and high · prieſt, 
live conſtantly in tents, and remove with 
their cattle from place to place as conveni- 
ency requires; | | 
Theſe people do not trouble tenſes 


"ith plowing or digging the ground in 


any faſhion, but are content with the pro- 
duce of their flocks, Satisfied with neceſ- 
fries, without aiming at ſuperfluities, they 
purſue the moſt ancient and ſimple manner 
of life, which, I muſt confeſs, I think very 
pleaſant in ſuch a mild and dry climate, 
From the river Volga to the wall of 
China there are three great Tartar princes, 


che Ayuka-Chan, the Kontayſha, and the 


Tuſh-du-Chan. 
tons have almoſt the ſame features, reli- 
gion, and language, and live in the ſame 
manner, It will eaſily be perceived, by 


Theſe three mighty na- 


 Gſting an eye on the map, what an extent 


of territory theſe princes poſſeſs, whoſe 
ſubjects go by the general name of Kal- 


mucks. Few languages can carry a travel- 
ler over a greater extent of country than 


You I + UN: that 
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that of the Kalmucks. With the Arabic, 
indeed, a perſon may travel through many 
places of the eaſt, from Egypt to the court 
of the Great Mogul; but with the Illyric, 
he can travel much further than with ei— 
ther of the former, viz. from the Gulf of 
Venice to the utmoſt boundaries of Kamt- 
zatſka; for the Ruſſian is a dialect of the 
F101 A. 

The greateſt part of Monat. is one 
continued waſte, except the places along 
the Amoor, and towards the Ruſſian bor. 
ders on the weſt, The ſoil alſo to the 
ſouth from Selinginſky, is exceedingly 
fine, and capable, by proper culture, of 
producing grain of ſeveral ſorts. 

Since I have mentioned the Amoor, | 
preſume this will be no improper place to 
give ſome account of that river. It is cal- 
led by the Tartars Shaggalyn-oulla, or the 
Black Dragon, 1 ſuppoſe from the colour 
of its waters, and the windings of it: 
courſe. It is formed of two large rivers, 
whoſe ſources are in the deſert, far to the 


eaſtward 


eaſtward of this place, One is called Ar- 


gun, which iſſues from a lake named De- 
lay; the other is Ingoda, on the north 


bank of which ſtands the famous Ruſſian 
town Nertzinſky. The conflux of theſe 
rivers produces the Amoor, which runs to- 


wards the eaſt, augmenting daily by means 
of the many great and ſmall ſtreams it re- 
ceives, till it becomes one of the largeſt 
rivers in this part of the world, and, after 
a long courſe, diſcharges itſelf into the 
Faſtern or Chineſe ocean. It is remark- 
able, that from Cazan to theſe parts, the 
Amoor is the only river that runs eaſt- 
ward, Moſt, if not all, of the great rivers 
in Siberia have their courſes to the north 
and north-weſt, _ 

Our barks arrived at Selinginſky on the 


4th of June. After wethad taken out of 


them what neceſſaries we wanted, they 


were deſpatched with the reſt of the bag- 


Lage, for their greater ſecurity, to his Ma- 


jeſty's ſtore-houſes at Strealka, about four 
5 miles 


bs up: the river, where as carayan for 
China then lay. . 
In the: mean time, the ai: wrote 
a letter to the Allegada, or prime miniſter, 
at the imperial court of Pekin, to notify 
his arrival, and deſire his excelleney 
would give orders for his reception on the 
borders. This letter was ſent to the Prince 
of Mongalia, to be by him forwarded to 
court; for no ſtrangers are allowed to tra- 
vel through his territories to China with- 
out his permiſſion. The officer who car- 
ried the letter to the prince, was: treated 
with great civility, . and his letter immedi- 
ately ſent to court by an expreſs. A few 
days after, the prince ſent two gentlemen, 
one of whom was a lama, to congratulate 
the ambaſſador on his arrival in theſe parts, 
They were invited to dine with the am- 
baſſador, and behaved very decently. 

The ſame officer, who carried the am- 
baſſador's letter to the Prince of Mongalia 
at Urga, was ordered to preſent his com 
pliments to the Kutuchtu, or high prick, 
— e 


who is a near relation of the prince. He 
received the officer in a very friendly man- 


for 


ote ner, deſired him to fit down in his pre- 
ter, WI fence; an honour granted to very few, 
t except ambaſſadors and pilgrims from re- 
ncy mote countries; and, at his departure, 
the gave him a preſent of ſome. inconſiderable 
nee things, particularly a few pieces of Chi- 
J to neſe lil, 1) 6 Halt ty rot 
tra- I cannot leave this venerable perſonage, 
ich- without taking ſome notice of him. Iſhall 
car- therefore relate a few things concerning 
ated Wl him, among thouſands more ridiculous, 
edi- which the people in this country tell and 
few believe. os e 6 urs 
nen, This extraordinary man aſſumes to him- 
Hate ſelf the character of omniſcience, which is 
arts. the interpretation of the word Kutuchtu; 
am- and the people are taught to believe that he 
really knows all things paſt, preſent, and fu- 
am- ture. As his intelligence, by means of his 
galia I lamas, is very extenſive, he is eaſily able toĩm- 


om- Wl pole on the vulgar in this particular. They 
ieſt, | alſo 
who 
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alſo believe that he is immortal, not that 
his body lives always, but that his ſoul, 


upon the decay of an old one, immediately 


tranſmigrates into ſome young human bo- 
dy, which, by certain marks, the lamas 
diſcover to be animated by the ſoul of the 
Kutuchtu, and he is accordi ing Sly treated 25 


| high prieſt. 


When the ſpirit of the Kutuchtu has ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of a new body, that is, in 
plain Engliſh, when he is dead, the lamas 
are immediately employed to diſcover in 


what part of the world this wonderful per- 


ſon is regenerated, or born again, as they 
expreſs it, They need, however, go to no 
great diſtance to find him; for, the affair 
being previoully concerted among the chief 
lamas, they ſoon determine the choice of a 
ſucceſſor, who generally happens to be 
young boy that has been well inſtructed 
how to behaye on that occaſion. Whena 
ſucceſſor is pretended to be found, a com- 
pany of lamas are ſent to examine the 


matter, who carry along with them many 


tos, 
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| toys; ſuch as ſmall ſilver bells, _ things 
of that nature, which belonged to the for- 
mer Kutuchru, intermixed with others that 


did not. All theſe are laid before the 


child, who picks out ſuch things as belong- 


ed to his predeceſſor, and diſcovers the 


greateſt fondneſs for them, but rejects with 
diſguſt whatever is not genuine. Beſides 
this trial, ſome queſtions are put to him, 
relative to wars or remarkable events, in 
his former ſtate ; all which are anſwered 
to the ſatisfaction of the conclave ; where- 
upon he is unanimouſly declared to be the 
lelf· ſame Kutuchtu, is conducted with great 
pomp and ceremony to Urga, and lodged 
in the tent of the high prieſt. 

Till the new Kutuchtu arrives at a cer- 
tain age, he is entirely under the govern- 


ment of the lamas, and few are permitted 


to ſee him, except at a great diſtance, and 
even then it is not eaſy to get acceſs to him. 
It may ſeem ſurpriſing, that in ſo numerous 
at aſſembly of lamas, no intrigues ſhould 
ve carried on, nor diſputes ariſe, among 


the 
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the electors. All is conducted without 
noiſe or contention. It is, however, Ima- 
gined, that the authority of the prince 
ane contributes to their unanimity. 
The Mongalls relate, that their Kutuchty 
no has lived fourteen generations, and re- 
news his age every moon; for at the ney 


moon he appears like a youth; when ſte 
is full, like a full- grown man; but, when 


near the change, he is an old man with 
gray hairs, 


What they call the Urga i 1s the court, orf 


the place where the prince and high prieſ 
' reſide, who are always encamped at 10 


great diſtance from one another. They 


have ſeveral thouſand tents about them, 
which are removed from time to time. The 
Urga is much frequented by merchants 
from China and Ruſſia, and other places, 
where all trade is carried on by barter, 
without money of any kind. The Chineſe 
bring hither ingots of gold, damaſks, and 
other ſilk and cotton ſtuffs, tea, and ſome 


porcelain, which : are generally of an infe- 
rior 
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tior quality, and proper for ſuch a market. 
The Ruſſian commodities are chiefly furs 
of all ſorts. Rhubarb is the principal ar- 
ticle which is exchanged for theſe goods, 
great quantities whereof are produced in 
this country without any culture, The 
Mongalls gather and dry it in autumn, and 
bring it to this market, where it is bought 
up, at an eaſy rate, both by the Ruſſian 
and Chineſe merchants, 

The Kutuchtu and his lamas are all 


clothed in yellow; and no layman is al- 


15 Or 0 | . : 
nien lowed to wear this colour except the prince. 
0 This mark of diſtinction makes them 


Ther known and reſpected every where. They 
[ alſo wear about their neck a ſtring of beads, 


ra, which are uſed in ſaying their prayers, 
ad The Mongalls believe in and worſhip one : 
£2 Almighty Creator of all things. They 
105 hold that the Kutuchtu is God's vicegerent 
nee on earth, and that there will be a ſtate of 
_ future rewards and puniſhments. 

oe The following relation, which I had 

: from a Ruſſian merchant, to whom the 


Vor. „„ XX i thing 
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thing happened, will ſhow the method, 
taken by theſe lamas to maintain the digni. 
ty and character of their mighty high- prieſt. 


1720, 


This merchant had gone to the Urga, with | 


an intention to trade with the Chineſe 
While he was at this place, ſome pieces of 
damaſk were ſtolen out of his tent. He 


made a complaint to ſome of the lamaz 


with whom he was acquainted, and the 
matter was ſoon brought before the Kut- 
uchtu, who immediately ordered proper 
ſteps to be taken with a -view to find out 
the thief, The affair was conducted in this 
uncommon manner; one of the lamas took 


a bench with four foot, which ſeems to 


have been of the conjuring kind: After 
turning it ſeveral times in different direc- 
tions, at laſt it pointed directly to the tent 
where the ſtolen goods lay concealed. The 
lama now mounted aſtride on the bench, 
and ſoon carried it, or, as was commonly 


believed, it carried him to the very tent; 


where he ordered the damaſk to be produ- 


ced. The demand was e complied 
| with; 


| MN * 


_ 
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with; for it is in vain, in ſuch caſes, to 
offer any excuſe. · ; 

I ſhall now ſubjoin a few obſervations 
on the Delay-Lama, or prieſt of the deſert, 
who is reckoned ſtill ſuperior to the Kut- 
uchtu. He lives about a month's journey 
to the ſouth-eaſt of this place, among a 
people called the Tonguts, who uſe a dif- 
ferent language from the Kalmucks. I 
am informed that the religion of the Ton- 
guts is the ſame with that of the Mongalls ; 
that they hold the ſame opinions with re- 
ſpect to the tranſmigration of the Delay- 
Lama, as the Mongalls do about the Kut- 
uchtu, and that he is elected in the ſame 
manner. What appears moſt ſurpriſing is, 
that theſe two mighty Lamas keep a good 
correſpondence, and never encroach on one 
another's privileges. The word delay ſig- 
niſies either the ſea, or a great plain, ſuch 
as this prieſt inhabits, | 


CH 4a FP 


has 


Occurrences at. Selin ginſk 'y ; ſeveral 
parties of hunting ; and j journey 


continued to Saratzyn, the boundary 
between the R Ma jan and A 


territories, 


HE Tonguts are a ſeparate people, 

governed by a Prince whom they 
call Lazin-Chan, One of their princes was 
lately killed in an engagement with the 
Kontayſha, King of the Black Kalmucks. 
The Delay-Lama himſelf narrowly eſcaped 
being taken priſoner, notwithſtanding al 


his foreſight. The Lama threatened the 
Kon- 


of 


ſequences of ſuch EVP The Kon- 
tayſha, however, regarded them very little, 
till he had attained his ends ; after which 
he generouſly reinſtated both the Prince and 
the Delay-Lama in their former dignity. 
The Kontayſha is of the ſame profeſſion 
with the Delay-Lama, and - acknowledges 
his authority in religious matters. 

I am informed there is a third Lama, 
called Bogdu-Pantzin, of ſtill greater au- 
thority than either of the former. But, as 
he lives at a great diſtance, near the fron- 
tiers of the Great Mogul, he is little known 
in theſe parts, Though I am unwilling 
to throw the leaſt reflection on any ſociety 
of men inſtituted for the promotion of re- 
lgion and virtue, from all I can collect 
concerning theſe Lamas, they are little 
better than ſhamans of ſuperior dignity. 

The anſwer to the letter, which the am- 
ballador had written to Pekin, was not yet 
arrived. In the mean time, we were obli- 
ged to remain at Selinginſky, where we en- 

tertained 
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tertained ourſelves in the beſt manner we 


could. 
June the 12th, walking along the * 


5 of the river, I was a little ſurpriſed at the 


figure and dreſs of a man ſtanding among 
a number of boys who were angling for 
ſmall fiſhes. The perſon bought all the 
| fiſhes alive, and immediately let them go 
again into the river, which he did ven 
_ gently, one by one. The boys were very 
civil to him, though they looked upon bim 
as diſtracted, on account of his behaviour, 
During this ceremony, he took little notice 
of me, though I ſpoke to him ſeveral 
times. I ſoon perceived, by his dreſs, and 
the ſtreak of ſaffron on his forehead, that 
he was one of the Brachmans from India, 
After ſetting all the fiſh a-ſwimming, be 
ſeemed much pleaſed ; and, having learned 
a little of the Ruſſian language, and a ſmat- 
tering of the Portugueſe, began to convert 
with me. I carried him to my lodging), 
and offered to entertain him with a dram 
but he would taſte nothing; for he ſaid it 
was 
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In 
was againſt the ai of his religion to eat 
or drink with ſtrangers. 

| aſked him the reaſon why he OE 
the faſh to let them go again ? He told me, 
that, perhaps, the ſouls of ſome of his de- 
caſed friends or relations had taken poſſeſ- 
fon of theſe fiſhes ; and, upon that ſuppo- 
ſition, it was his duty to relieve them: 
That, according to their law, no animal 
whatever ought to be killed or eaten; and 
they always lived on vegetables. 

After this interview, we became ſo fami- 
liar, that he came every day to viſit me, 
He was a chearful man, about ſeventy 
years of age. He had a buſh of hair grow- 
ing on his forehead, very much matted, 
and, at leaſt ſix feet in length. When it 
hung looſe, it trailed upon the ground be- 
bind him; but he commonly wore it wrap= 
ped 8 his head, in form of a turban. 
The hair was not all his own, but collected 
& relics of his friends, and others of his 
profeſſion, reputed ſaints ; all which he had 
intermixed and matted with his natural 

| hair, 
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- hair, Perſons of this charaQer are called 
Faquers, 'and eſteemed ſacred every where, 

He told me he was a native of Indoſtan, 
and had often been at Madraſs, which he 
called Chinpatan, and faid it belonged tg 
the Engliſh, This circumſtance, added to 
ſeveral others, made me believe he was no 
impoſtor, but an innocent kind of creature, 
as are moſt of that ſea. ,He came to thi 
country, in company with ſome others of 


his countrymen, on a pilgrimage, in order 


to pay their devotions to the Kutuchtu and 
Delay-Lama. They had been twelve months 
on their journey, and had travelled all the 
way on foot, over many high mountain 
and waſte deſerts, where they were obliged 
to carry their proviſions, and even water, 
on their backs, I ſhowed him a map of 
Aſia, whereon he pointed out the courſe df 
his journey ; but found many errors in the 
geography; and no wonder; ſince fen 
Europeans would have had the reſolution 
to undertake ſuch a journey as this mal 
had done. : 
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The 14th, a chief named Taylha, of 
hoſe Mongalls who are ſubjects of his Ma- 
jeſty, came to pay his reſpects to the am- 
baſſador, Who gave him a friendly recep- 
tion, and kept him to dinner. He was 4 
merry old man, near fourſcore; but ſo vi- 
gorous, that he could mount a horſe with 
s much agility as many young men. He 
was accompanied with five fons, and many 
attendants, who treated him with equal re- 
ſect as a king; and even his ſons would 
not fit down in his preſence; till he deſired 
them: I confeſs it gave me great pleaſure. 
to ſee the decency with which they beha- 
red. One of our company, a pretty fat man, 
aſked the Tayſha what he ſhould do in or- 
der to be as lean as he was? The old man 
replied in theſe few words, © Eat leſs, and 
work more:“ A ſaying worthy of Hippo- 
crates himſelf. In his youth he had been 
engaged in many battles with the Chineſe, 
Fhom he held in great contempt. As he 
was a keen ſportſman, the ambaſſador made 
a appointment with him for a grand hunt- 
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ing match, After which he and his reti. 

nue returned to their tents. 
The 15th, we dined at Strealka with the 

þ commiſſary, Mr Stepnikoff, of the carayan 
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going to China, Strealka is ſituated, as] 


formerly obſerved, about three or four miles 
up the river from Selinginſky, in a fruitful 
plain of a triangular figure, formed by the 
conflux of two fine rivers ; the Strealka, 
running from the eaſt, and the Selings, 
from the ſouth. This would have been the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt beautiful ſituation of a- 
ny in this province, for the town of Selin- 
ginſky. 
had a view to this delightful place; but the 
choice was determined againſt them by ſi- 
perſtitious lots, to which it was referred, 
This method of chooſing ſituations by lo 
has hurt many noble cities, and rendered 
the work of ages ineffectual to remedy the 


error. A 9 
The ſame evening we returned, by vr 
ter, to Selinginſky ; and next day went: 
hunting te the weſt of the Selinga. We 
had 


I am informed, that the founder 
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had about two hundred Coſſacks along 
with us, who followed the common me- 
tod of ranging the woods, mentioned a- 
bore. We killed fix roe-bucks, and many 
bares. In the evening, we pitched our 


eti⸗ 


the 
wan 
as 1 


nules WY tents about a fountain, and feaſted on ve- 
ithul Af nion. 2 Oe 
the i The 16th, early, we left the woods to 
alka, n | 


| our right, and deſcended into a barren plain, 
10ga, 


n the 
of a- 
ꝛelin - 
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It the 
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where we found great flocks of antelopes. 
Our people killed about twenty of them. 
Theſe animals avoid the woods, and fre- 
quent the open plains and deſerts, They 
Inte exceedingly ſwift and watchful ; and 
ſo far reſemble ſheep, that, if one breaks 
through the circle, the whole flock fol- 
lows, though an hundred horſemen were 


by 10 n the way, which proves the deſtruction 
dere of many of theſe creatures. The noiſe of 
ly WW we arrows, with which they are hunted, 


contributes much to their confuſion. The 
heads of theſe arrows are broad, and fixed 
n a round bit of bone, with two holes in 


it, 


w 
went! 


We 
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it, which make them whiſtle as they fy chu 
| through the aig | rail 
At noon, we fet up our tents near a lake plat 


of brackiſh water called Solonoy- oſera, or WM Sell 
the ſalt lake. Round the edge lies a thick nei 
ſcurf of ſalt, as white as ſnow, which the MI wh 


inhabitants gather for uſe. Here we found 
great flocks of water-fowl ; ſuch as ſwans, | 
geeſe, ducks. The weather being very 


hot, 'we remained till next day. 1 
The 17th, we hunted along the fame cou! 
waſte plain, directing our courſe to the MM the 
ſouth, towards the river Selinga. This Thi 
day alſo we had very good ſport. In the vas 
afternoon, we pitched our tents near 2 nen 
fpr ing of freſh water, which is no ſmall ra. with 
rity 1n theſe parched deſerts, and is as much The 
regarded here, as a good inn would be in Mor 
other parts of the world. I found at this rin, 
place a prickly ſhrub, about three feet high, 40. 
with a beautiful ſmooth bark as 8 7 BC 
gold. He 
The 18th, in the morning, w we had ter- {ome 
rible flaſhes of igning, accompanied with Vrg; 


thunder b 
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thunder, . and heavy ſhowers of | hail and 
rain, which determined us to leave the 
plains, and return, by, the ſhorteſt road, to 
Selinginſky. Beſides the game already 
mentioned, we found many large buſtards, 
which haunt the open country, As it is a 
very large bird, and riſes flowly, our light 
horſemen killed ſeveral of them with their 
arrows. | ö„'—ᷣ; n 
The 24th, arrived an officer from the 
court of Pekin, ſent on purpoſe to diſcover 
the number and quality of the embaſſy. 
This gentleman, whoſe name was Tuliſhin, 
was a Mantſhu Tartar by birth, and a 
member of the tribunal for weſtern affairs, 
with which he was very well acquainted» 
Theſe officers are called Surgutſky by the 
Mongalls, and by the Europeans Manda- 
rin, a Portugueſe word derived from man- 
d, He had formerly been in this coun- 
try, and had learned the Ruſſian language. 
He pretended to have been employed on 
ſome buſineſs with the Tuſh-du-Chan at 
Urga, and, hearing of the ambaſſador's ar- 


rival, 


rival, had come to pay his reſpects to him, 
It was, however, well known, that he wa 
ſent to inquire whether the ambaſſador 
came on a friendly errand. He was re- 
ceived very kindly ; and, after he had ſtaid 
three days, and made his obſervations, fe- 
turned very well ſatisfied. At his depar- 
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ture, he told the ambaſſador, that orders 
would ſoon be given for his reception on 


the frontiers ; but theſe could not be iſſued 
tilt his arrival at court, becauſe on his re- 


port the whole affair depended, This wiſe 


and cautious nation, jealous of all the 
world, ſuffer none to enter their territories 


but ſuch as bring friendly meſſages. . By 


this circumſtance we were confined ſome 
time longer at Sehinginſky. 

I T ſhall now give a deſcription of the 
courſe of the Selinga, according to the belt 
information I could procure from thoſe 
who had been at its ſource. The Selinga 


is formed of two other rivers, called the 
Idyr and the Tzolato, coming from the 


nn of Kungay, far to the ſouth- 
ward 
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Ss 
ward of this W It is afterwards joined 
by two inconſiderable rivers, the Orchon 
from the ſouth-eaſt, | and the Tzida from 


the ſouth-weſt, and laſtly by the Strealka 
from the eaſt, a little above the town of 
Selinginſky. At this place it is at leaſt 
twice the breadth of the river Thames, and 
is navigable a great way above it. The 
courſe now is due north, till it diſcharges 
telf into the Baykall lake. The ſource 
of this river is eſtimated at the diſtance of 
ten or twelve. days journey above Selin 
ginſky, which is the common method of 
computation in this country. It is plenti- 
fully furniſhed with variety of excellent 
iſh, The omuly, which I formerly de- 
ſcribed, come in vaſt ſhoals from the Bay- 
kall in autumn up this river to ſpawn ; 
after which, they return to the ſea ſo weak 
that many of them are carried down float= 
ing on the ſurface of the ſtream. During 
the progreſs of the omuly up the river, the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages aſſemble 
vith their nets, and catch as many of them 

as 


We 
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as they plaaſe⸗ On this coafion the poor 
take what they can uſe, and the reſt are 
left upon the banks. Theſe fiſhes advance 
up the river about ten miles a-day. On 
their firſt appearance, the report is ſoon 
ſpread over the country, and, in two or 
three hours, the people catch as many as 
they need, either for preſent uſe or winter 
. proviſions. This fiſh is very agreeable 
food, either freſh or ſalted, It is obſerved, 
they are much better and fatter the nearer 
they are caught to the ſea; a plain argu- 
ment, that, were they caught in the ſea, 
they would ſtill be preferable to any caught 
in the river, I haye often thought, what 
ineſtimable treaſure theſe omuly would 
produce in other parts of the world, where- 
as here, the conſumption being ſmall, they 
are little valued. It is remarkable, that the 
omuly are not to be found at any ſeaſon 
in the Angara, or other rivers to the north 
of the Baykall. | 

July 5th, the Tayſha-Batyr arrived, it 


conſequence of his appointment with the 
ambaſſador; 
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dor ambaſſador, ad vrovglle 8 with him 


tree hundred men, well mounted, for the 
chace. This old gentleman had the appel - 
ation of Batyr; a title of great reſpect a- 
mong the Mongalls. It fignifies a hero, 
and is conferred only on thoſe. who have 
ignalized themſelves by their courage and 
conduct in the field of battle. Beſides theſe. 
Mongalls, we carried with us fifty of our 
collacks and our tents, as we propoſed to be 
abroad ſome days. 
Early on the 6th, we took our way to 
the eaſtward, over high hills, and through. 
all woods, having almoſt. no underwood 
to incommode the horſes, or interrupt aur 
new, which made it very pleaſant. After 
riding a few miles, the Tayſha, being ma- 


they ter of the chace, ordered his men to ex- 
it the end their lines. The Tayſha and we were 
eaſon n the center, and often ſaw the game paſs 


5, purſued by the horſemen, at full ſpeed, 
vithout the leaſt noiſe, but the whiſtling. 
f arrows, The horfes, being accuſtomed 
o this kind of ſport, follow the game as a 
Vor. I. 2. 2 1 grey= 


greyhound does a hare ; - fo that the riders 
lay the bridles on their necks, and attend 
to nothing but their bows and arrows. One 
may eaſily imagine the exquiſite entertain- 
ment, in ſeeing ſeveral of theſe horſemen 
in purſuit of an elk or ſtag through the 
valleys. When the animal is driven from 
the woods, it flies for ſafety to the neareſt 
rocks. Some of theſe creatures are nearly 
as large and ftrong as the horſes that hunt 
them. The ſtags are of two kinds; one 
called zuber, the ſame with the German 
crownhirſh, but ſomewhat larger. "The 
zuber is large and beautiful, and carries its 
head almoſt upright as it runs, which pre- 
vents its horns being entangled with 
branches of trees. There are none of them 
in Ruſſia, nor even in Siberia, except about 
the Baykall lake, and eaſtward from it; 
the places farther to the north being too 
cold for them. The elk is larger than the 
ſtag, and ſtronger made, having alſo long 
wats horns, but a little flat. 

| Tired 
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Tired with ws we left the hills in the 5 
afternoon, and came down into a fine val- 
ley, where we pitched our tents near a pure 
brook. The Tayſha then ordered all the 
dead game to be brought before him, and 
ranged in proper order. We found that 
this day we killed no leſs than five large 
elks, four ſtags, a dozen roe-bucks, ſeveral 
wolves and foxes, beſides fawns and hares. 

The Tayſha cauſed the game to be di- 
vided among the huntſmen, who began im- 
mediately to dreſs it, ſome of them by 
boiling, others by broiling, and eat it with- 


out either bread or ſalt. The tails of the 


tags, which by theſe people are reckoned 
very delicate, fell to the Tayſha's ſhare. 
He cut them into ſlices, and eat them raw. 


[ eat a bit of one of them, and thought it 


very palatable. The taſte reſembled no- 


thing ſo much as that of freſh caviare. 


After we had feaſted on variety of excel- 
lent veniſon, for we had go other provi- 
ſions, we went to reſt, well ſatisfied with 
the Wenn of the day. 


July 
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July 5th, early in the morning, we left 
the plains, and d irected our courſe eaſt. 
ward, in the ſame order we obſerved the 
preceding day. As our ſport was much 
the ſame, I need not mention the partieu - 
| lars. About noon we pitched our tent, 
near a ſpring of freſh water, in a-valley 
where the graſs - was about two feet long, 
This circumſtance is a proof of the good- 
neſs of the ſoil, which, in my opinion, can. 
not fail, if properly cultivated, to produce 
any kind of grain. As the weather was 
5 Were c hot, we Raid i in this place till 
next day. 

July 8th, we continued our - ſport in the 
woods till noon, when we came into an 
extenſive plain, in which we ſet up our 
tents, near a ſpring of brackiſh water. In 
this place we obſerved ſeveral flocks of an- 
telopes, which we reſerved for next day's 
hunting. 

In the morning, our Tayſha diſpatched 
ſome of his horſemen to the tops of the 


hills, 1n order to diſcover where the ante- 
lopes 
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left lopes were feeding; 35 Fabi, 281 formerly | 
at. W obſerved, are the moſt watchful, and, at 
the MI the ſame time, the ſwifteſt animals we "- 
uch world. When they returned, we extended | 
eu- our wings to a great diſtance, that we migit . 
nts, ſurround theſe" - creatures with the 5 
lley caſe ; and, before noon, our people killed 
ng, Wi above twenty of them. After which we 
od. returned to our tents that were left ſtand- 
an- ing in the morning. | 
luce BY July roth, we took leave of the Taytha, | 
Was whoſe tents were to the eaſt of this place, 
till and returned next day to Selinginſky. 
During this ſhort excurſion, I could not 

the enough admire the beauty of the country 
an through which we paſſed. The gentle ri- 
our Bi ſing of the hills, many of which have their ”— 
| In tops only covered with wood, and the fer- 
""  tllity of the vales, contribute to form one 
7 of the moſt delightful landſcapes the world 

can afford, To this may be added the 
be temperature and dryneſs of the climate, in 
the WY which reſpect this far exceeds any country 
ute with which I am acquainted, After mid- 
we ſummer 


W 
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ere is almoſt no rain till Decen. 
— bin the ſnow falls, and in ſuch mo- 
derate quantities that It does not hinder the 
cattle from lying abroad all the winter. 


In ſurveying theſe fertile plains and 


id woods, 1 have often entertained 
myſelf with painting, in my own imaging» 
tion, the neat villages, country-ſcats, 

farm-houſes, which, in proceſs of time, 
may be erected on the hanks of the rivers 


and - brows of the hills. There is herc 
waſte land enough to maintain, with eaſy 


labour, ſeveral European nations, who arc 
at preſent confined to barren and. ungrate- 
ful ſoils; and, with regard to the Mon- 
galls, whoſe honeſty and ſimplicity of man- 
ners are not unamiable, I ſhould like them 
very well for neighbours. 

From what I have read of North Ame- 


rica, I am of opinion, that this country re- 
ſembles none ſo much as ſome of our colonies 


in that quarter of the world, particularly the 


inland parts of Pennſylvania and Mary- 
land. Both countries lye nearly in the 


ſame 
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fame latitude; in the one we. find: great 

lakes and mighty rivers ; ; in the other, the 
Baykall Sea and rivers, which for the length 
of their courſe and quantity. of water, oy 

be ranked with any in the weſtern world. 
Having reſted ourſelves a few days after 

our fatigue, on the 6th: of July, we ſet 
out on another hunting-match, attended by 
our own coſſacks, and a few of the neigh» 
bouring Mongalls. We wen on this oc- 
caſion farther northward, and nearer to the 
Baykall lake than in our former expedi- 
tion, Our ſport was almoſt of the ſame 
kind as already deſcribed, 1 ſhall only add, 
that both the ſtag and elk ſhed their horns 
once a year; at which time they retire to 
thickets and ſolitary places, till their horns 
begin to ſpring again. It is-ſerpriſing that 
animals ſo large, with ſuch prodigious 
weight of branchy horns, ſhould run, with 
Umoſt incredible ſpeed, through the thick- 
eſt woods, without entangling themſelves : 


But, to avoid this misfortune, they point 
their noſes always parallel to the horizon, 
When 


= 
. 
5 F 
. 
8 
IE: 


When either the elk or ſtag are cloſely a. 
| tacked, they make a vigorous defence both 
with , horns: and hoofs. A rutting time 
eſpecially, theſe creatures are ſo very furi- 
ous, that it is extremely dangerous for any 
perſon to approach their haunts; they will 
then run at a man full ſpeed, and, if he 
eſcapes being wounded by their horns, will 
trample him to death with their ſharp 
hoofs. As the weather was exceſſiveh 
hot, we kept the field only two days, and 
then returned to Selingin{ky, 


July 20th, another Mandarin arrived 


from Pekin, accompanied by an officer 
from Arga, who brought a letter to the 
ambaſſador from the Tuſh-du-Chan; ac- 
quainting him, that he might ſoon expe a 
perſon, properly authoriſed to conduct him 
to the imperial city. No n. 
more agreeable. We hop 
ſoon releaſed from this ſolitary. place, and 
arrive at the end of our journey. We 
were indeed well enough ee and 


| wanted neither the necellaries nor conveni- 
encies 
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encies of life, The abundance of rural di- 
verſions which this place afforded, coinct- 
ding happily with the genius of moſt of 
our gentlemen, and the harmony that ſub- 
ited among the retinue, though compoſed 
of people from moſt nations in Europe, and 
ſome from Aſa, contributed not a little to 
our paſſing the time very agreeably. Not- 
withſtanding theſe advantages, and the af- 
fability and courteous behaviour of the 
ambaſſador, which heightened them all, we 
were uneaſy at being detained ſo long on 
the frontiers. We were apprehenſive that 
ſme accident might happen to prevent our 
journey, eſpecially as it was reported a- 
mong the Mongalls, that the Emperor of 
China, being far advanced in years, was 
ſometimes ſick, and not diſpoſed to receive 
foreign miniſters. 
The 24th, there fell fuck a ſhower of 1 
hail-ſtones as no man then alive had ever 
ſeen. It was happy for us we were not 
men abroad, as the open field affords no 


kind of ſhelter, The hail lay ſome days in 
. 3 tho 


— 


Y W 


the woods and cooled the air, which befo Ml mis 
that time had been exceſſively hot. This ea 
day the Kutuchtu ſent two lamas to com. «nm; 
pliment the ambaſſador, to wiſh him a good if proj 
journey, and a happy fight of the Empe. WE ner 
ror, or — m6 as 1 18 called * jeſt 
theſe people. „ aboc 
Auguſt 9th, a courier arcivdd;Gidaa be- fore 
kin, who told the ambaſſador that he had BF not 
paſſed our conductor on the road, and that give 
we ſhould now prepare for our journey to from 
the capital, as that gentleman would arrive Fe 

in a few days. his | 
On the 24th, our b en called Lo- Tart 

my, at laſt arrived. He was by birth ti at 
Mantſhu Tartar, and a member of the court WF at ch 
for the weſtern department. After remain-Wf find, 

: ing with us for ſome days, he returned to key, 
| Yolla, a place upon the border, in order to real 
Procure horſes and camels for our jour: perce 
ney. of th 
LACY 3th, we ſent our baggage bye diſco\ 
water to Strealka, and next day we follow that 
edit, We lived in tents, while we Raid u his N 


thi 


this place, till horſes and camels were got 
ready, In the mean time, our people were 
employed in packing up the baggage into 
proper loads for camels, Strealka, I for- 


merly obſerved, is the place where his Ma- 
jeſty's commiſſary of the caravan has his 


abode, and the government of Siberia their 
ſtore-houſes. I imagine, therefore, it will 
not be improper, before we proceed, to 
rive ſome account of the trade carried on 


from this place. 


Formerly the fur trade was free to all 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, both Ruſſians and 


Tartars. The merchants repaired to Sibe- 
ria at the proper ſeaſons, where they bought; 


at cheap rates, all the rich furs they could 
ind, and diſpoſed of them in Perſia, Tur- 


key, and Poland, at a price much below the 


real value. The government of Siberia 
perceived a' very conſiderable diminution 


of the revenue in that country, and ſoon 


uiſcovered the true cauſe of it; which was, 


that a great part of the furs belonging to 5 
lis Majeſty remained unſold, Upon in- 


quiry, 
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quiry, it appeared that this was owing to 


the. foreign markets being ſupplied with 


theſe commodities at low rates, by the ſub- 


jets, before the goods belonging to the 


government could be expoſed to ſale. The 
government of Siberia repreſented to his 


Majeſty the loſs of ſo conſiderable a branch 
of his revenue; in conſequence of which, 
an order was immediately iſſued, prohibit- 
ing all private perſons for the future to 


export ſables in particular. Since this re- 


gulation took place, the government have 


ſent their own furs, generally once in three 


years, by caravans to China, The value 
of one of theſe caravans is reckoned to a- 
mount to four or five thouſand roubles, 
and yields a return of at leaſt double that 


ſum, The Emperor of China, from regard 
to the friendſhip and good neighbourhood 


of his Majeſty, gives the caravans free 


quarters, and liberty to diſpoſe of their 


goods, and buy others, without exacding 


any impoſt. At firſt the Emperor not on- 


ly gave the caravan free quarters, but allo 
maintained 
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maintained, at his own charge, both men 8 
and horſes during their ſtay in Pekin. This _ 
laſt expreſſion of his Majeſty's nn is, f 
however, now withdrawn. 

September 1 5th, our conductor hed 
acquainted the ambaſlador that the horſes 6 
and camels were ready, our baggage was 
deſpatched to the frontiers, eſcorted by 
our own ſoldiers and ſome Coſſacks; tho“ 
indeed there was no great occaſion for any 
guard, as the Mongalls ſeem to have little 
uſe for any thing thar belonged to us. 

After dining with the commiſſary of he 
caravan at Strealka, on the 18th, we left 
that place in the evening, accompanied 
with the commiſſary and moſt of the offi= 
cers at Selinginſky, After we had travel- 
kd about twenty Engliſh miles to the 
ſouth-eaſt, through fine plains, covered 


4 


with exceeding long graſs, we arrived at 

the end of the firſt ſtage called Kolludtzy, 

where we found our tents, which had been 

Rat off in the morniagy ready for our re- 
| ception. 


ception. This day we ſaw ſome ſcattered 
tents of Mongalians with their flocks, 
Next day we travelled about twenty 
miles farther to a fingle houſe, built by the 
commiſlary for a ſhade to his cattle in win. 
ter. We hunted all the way through : 
_ pleaſant country, interſperſed with little 
| hills covered with wood, but ſaw as fey 
inhabitants as the day before, 
The 20th, about noon, we reached a 
place called Saratzyn, or the New Moon, 
ſituated on the bank of a rivulet of the ſame 
name. This rivulet is the boundary be- 
tween the Ruſſian and Chineſe territories, 
and ſeparates two of the moſt mighty mo- 
narchies in the world. The diftance be- 
tween Selinginſky and this place is com- 
puted to be about one hundred and four 
verſt, nearly ſeventy Engliſh miles. 
The conductor was encamped on the eal: 
ide of the rivulet, and we pitched our tents 
on the other. The ground on both ſides 
riſes a little, and the ſoil ſeems to be ex- 
tremely good. The graſs is rank and thick, 
0 
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little labour, make excellent hay. This 


graſs is often ſet on fire by the Mongalls 
in the ſpring during high winds. At ſuch 
imes it burns moſt furiouſly, running like 
wild-fire, and ſpreading its: flames to the 
diſtance of perhaps ten or twenty miles, 
till its progreſs is interrupted by ſome river 
or barren hill. The impetuoſity of theſe 
flames, their ſmoke and- crackling noiſe, 
cannot eaſily be conceived by thoſe who 
have not ſeen them. When any perſon 
finds himſelf to the leeward of them, the 


| only method by which he can ſave himſelf 


from their fury, is to Kindle immediately 
the graſs where he ſtands, and follow his 
own fire, For this purpoſe, every perſon 
is provided with flints, ſteel, and tinder, 
The reaſon why the Mongalls ſet fire to 
the graſs, is to procure early paſture for 
their cattle. The aſhes:left upon the ground 
link into the earth at the melting. of the 
now, and prove an excellent manure ; ſo 
at the graſs in the ſpring riſes on the 

| Is lands, 


* 


lands, which have been prepared in this 
manner, as thick as a field of wheat. Ca. 
ravans, travellers with merchandiſe, but e. 
| ſpecially armies, never encamp upon thi 
rank graſs. - And there are ſeveral inſtan- 
ces of conſiderable bodies of men being put 


in confuſion, and even defeated, by the 


enemy's ſetting fire to the graſs. 

Before I leave the Ruſſian territories, | 
ſhall give ſome account of the marches be- 
tween theſe. two famous empires. The 
frontier, according to the beſt information 
| T could procure, begins a great way weſt⸗ 
ward of this place, near the ſource of the 


river Dzida; from thence it proceeds to 


the eaſt, croſſing the Selinga, and runs a- 
long the tops of the hills, inclining ſome- 
times to the north, and ſometimes to the 


ſouth, till it meets with the rivulet Sarat-. 


zyn. It runs then in a very irregular line, 
varying its direction according to the courle 
of the rivers and brooks, or from the top 
of one hill to ſome other remarkable point 


in view, pointing in general towards the 
north- 
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north · eaſt, till it ends 
which, together with the Ingoda, forms 
the Amoor. 


t wit will: in time ne a n 


on the Chineſe ſide, alledged, that their 


His Majeſty's miniſter, Theodore Alexio- 
tz Golovin, met the Chineſe plenipoten- 


belonging to Ruſſia, near the river Amoor. 
You JJ. = ol 


at the river s LY 


This boundary includes a 
alt tract of excellent land on the Ruſſian 
ide ; and that part of the Mongalls who - 
nhabit it, being ſtout men, and living much 
merous | 
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The OR were ſettled upon ge pre- > 
{nt footing about twenty- five years ago, 
on the following occaſion :- The Mongalls, 
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countrymen, ſubjects of Ruſſia, eneroached 
on their borders, which created ſome diſ- 
putes between the two nations. The 5 
cauſes of this miſunderſtanding” being re- 
Ireſented to the two courts, it was agreed 5 
to ſend miniſters, with full powers to ter- 
ninate the affair in an amicable manner. 
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aries, on the frontiers, in the neighbour- 
hood of Nertſhinſky, a conſiderable town 
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All matters were ſoon accommodated, 9 
the mutual ſatisfaction of both parties, on 
the footing of uti poſſidetis ; i. e. each d 
the parties retaining the people and territs 
ries that then belonged to them. 


| ſome time. The Chineſe, however, ſoon 
appeared to be diffatisfied with the dec 
ſion, and want to have the marches revien- 
ed; to which, in my in the Rufſan 


| ae n the ambaſſador on his arrival a 
proceed when he pleaſed. I cannot omit 
an inconfiderable circumſtance that hap- 
the caution and prudence of the Chineſe. 


Our conductor, having ſeen ſome womet 
walking in the fields, aſked the ambaſſador 


This determination kept all quiet f 


will not eaſily aſſennt. 
The 21ſt, the conductor came to con- 


the borders, and acquainted him, that the 


horſes and camels being ready, he migit 


pened at this place, as it ſtrongly repreſents 


who "=o were, and whither they welt 
2 He was told they belonged to thi 
retinue 
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retinue, and were going along with it to 


China. 
He replied, they had women enough i in 


Pekin already; j and as there never had been 
an European woman in China, he could 


not be anſwerable for introducing the firſt, 
without a ſpecial order from the Emperor. 


But if his Excellency would wait for an 


anſwer, he would deſpatch a courier to court 


for that purpoſe. The return of this meſ- 
ſenger could not be ſooner than fix weeks; 
it was therefore thought more expedient to 


ſend back the women to Selinginſky, with 


the waggons that brought our baggage to 
this place. "3, 
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From paſſing the Saratxyn, and en. 
tering. the Chineſe territories, to 
our arrival at the wall of 0 hina. 


4 


F bg 22d of September, having loaded 
—_ - - f the camels with our baggage, and 
procured carriages for the boxes that con- 
tained his Majeſty's preſents to the Empe- 
ror, which were too large for camels to 
bear, we mounted and paſſed the Saratzyn, 
and ſoon entered the Chineſe territories 
We travelled fifteen miles, when we ar- 
rived, about evening, at the river Orchon, 


running with a ſmooth ſtream to the north. 
| „ The 
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The carriages retarded our progreſs greatly, 


as the horſes were ſprightly, and unaccuſ- 
tomed to draught 6 4þe 
This day we commenced a" of the 


Emperor of China, who entertains all am- 


baſſadors, and bears their expences, from 


the day they enter his dominions, till the 
time they quit them again. Our retinue 


conſiſted of about one hundred perſons, 


who were allowed fifteen ſheep every day. 
The overplus of this large allowance was 
given to the Mongalls who drove the ca- 


mels, Beſides mutron and beef, there is 
no other kind of proviſion to be found, till 


you come within the wall of China. The 


mutton is of a middle ſize; but, I muſt 
confeſs, exceeding fine. The conductor 


was attended by an officer from the Tuſh- 


du-Chan, who procured, from the Mon- 
galls, encamped neareſt our road, what ſheep 


we wanted. The camels were very trac- 


table, and ſtooped to take on their loads. 
But the horſes were at firſt very unma- 


nageable. Many of them had never before 


been 
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been employed for any uſe, and were ſad- 
dled with great difficulty, but mounted 


with much more; for the very ſmall of 1 
our cloaths, which they perceived to be fo 
different from that of the Mongalls, their be 
maſters, made them ſnort and ſpring with he 
great fury. They were eaſily managed, 2 

35 notwithſtanding, when we got upon thei 10 

backs. e 

Our road this day MM ttix6ugh fine dun 11 

and vallies, covered with rank graſs; but we 


not a ſingle tent was to be ſeen. I inquired 
why ſuch a fine ſoil. was without inhabi- 
tants, and was told, that the Chineſe had 
forbid the Mongalls to encamp ſo near the 
Ruſſian borders, for fear of being allured 
to paſs over to their territories, as mat) 
had formerly done. Theſe fruitful vallies 
are ſurrounded with pleaſant hills, of eaſy 
aſcent, whoſe ſummits are covered with 


tufts of trees. Many of theſe tufts being WW war, 
of a circular figure, and having no under- thro 
wood, appear as if they had been planted ning 


and pruned by art; others are W yello 
ian 
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one bill to another. Theſe objects afford 
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heightened by the gentle- flowing rivulets, 
abounding with fiſh, and plenty of game in 
the vallies, and among the trees. 

The 23d; we ſet out early, and came to 
a rivulet called Ira, running to the north- 


we paſſed, and pitched our tents on the o- 


extinguiſh it, and the weather very calm, 
ured the conſequences might have been fatal. 
any 
illies 
eaſy 
with 
elng 
der- 
nted 


mer, as fewer inconveniencies aroſe from 
the reſtifneſs of the horſes. | 
The 24th, we continued our journey to- 


through a pleaſant country ; and, at eve- 
ning, reached a rivulet called Shara, or the 
yellow rivulet, on the banks of which we 


ular, 
and 


ſeldom to be found, that one cannot help 
being charmed. And this pleaſure is ſtill 


weſt, till it falls into the Orchon, which 
ther fide, The rank graſs by accident took 


fire, and had not water been at hand to 


We travelled farther this day than the for- . 


wards the ſouth- eaſt, along ſmooth roads, 
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ſet up our tents. The vallies now were 
more contracted, and leſs Ree _ the 
bills than formerly. 0 5 
The 2 5th, we came to a e called 
Kara, or the black rivulet, from the colour 
of the water, which i is ray by the . 
neſs of the ſoil, WP 
The 26th, we e The country 
| retained much the ſame appearance, and 
the weather was very fine; but not a ſingle 
inhabitant was yet to be ſeen, In the eve- 
ning, I walked from our: tents, with ſome 
of our company, to the top of a neighbour: 
ing hill, where 1 found many plants of ex- 


cellent rhubarb; agd, by. the help of a 


ſick, dug up as much of it as I wanted. 
On theſe hills are a great number of a- 
nimals called marmots, of a browniſh co- 
lour, having feet like a badger, and nearly 
of the ſame ſize. They make deep bur- 
| rows on the declivities of the hills; and it 
is ſaid, that in winter they continue in theſe 
holes, for a certain time, even without 


food. At this ſeaſon, however, they {it ot 
5 „ 


1720. ; 


to its 


earth | 
multip 
ſpread 
ſame | 
tain d 
lroppe 
Mon ga 


Vol. 


j lie near their burrows, | keeping , a ſtrict | 
5 watch; and, at the approach of danger, 
| rear. themſelves upon their hind- feet, gi- 


i ving a loud whiſtle, like a man, to call in 


holes in a moment. 
ſo well known as the marmot, had it not 
ever you ſee ten or twenty plants grow= 


rows under the ſhades of their broad ſpread- 


However, it is probable the manhbre they 
leave about the roots contributes not a little 
tits increaſe; and their caſting up the 
arth makes it ſhoot out young buds and 
multiply. This plant does not run and 
ſpread itſelf like docks, and others of the 
ame ſpecies, but grows in tufts at uncer- 
tain diſtances, as if the ſeeds Had beert 
dropped with deſign. It appears that the 
Mongalls never accounted it worth culti- 
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the ſtragglers; and then Ow mo their | 
| I ſhould not have mentioned an animal 
been on account of the rhubarb. Where 
ing, you are ſure of finding ſeveral bur- 


ing leaves. Perhaps they may ſometimes + 
eat the leaves and roots of this plant. 
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vating, but that the world is obliged to the 
marmots for the quantities ſcattered 2 
random in many parts of this country; for Per 
whatever part of the ripe ſeed happens to this 
be blown among the thick graſs can ver int 
ſeldom reach the ground, but muſt there WF 2 
wither and die; whereas, ſhould it fall re 
- mong the looſe earth, thrown up by the oth 
marmots, it immediately takes root, and YO! 


Produces a new plant. © | mak 
After digging and gathering the chithack * 

the Mongalls cut the large roots into ſmall [ 

the 


Pieces, in order to make them dry more 
readily, In the middle of every piece they barb 
ſcoop a hole, through which a cord i er 
drawn, in order to ſuſpend them in an 
convenient place. They hang them, for 
moſt part, about their teats, and ſometimes 
on the horns of their ſheep. This i ! 
moſt pernicious cuſtom, as it deſtroys ſome 


of the beſt part of the root ; for all about I 

the hole is rotten and uſeleſs ; whereas of pl 
were people rightly informed how to afra 

ſured 


and dry this plant, there would not be on 
| pound 
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pound of refuſe in an hundred, which 


would fave a great deal of trouble and ex- 


| pence, that much diminiſh the profits on 


this commodity. At preſent, the dealers 
in this article think theſe improvements not 


worthy of their attention, as their gains 


are more conſiderable on this than-on any. 
other branch of trade. Perhaps the go- 
vernment may hereafter think it proper to 


make ſome regulations with regard to this 


matter. | 5 1 

I have been more particular in deſcribing 
the growth and management of the rhu- 
barb ; becauſe I never met with an author 


or perſon who could give a ſatisfactory 


account where, or how it grows. I am 
perſuaded, _ that, in ſuch a dry climate as 
this, it might eaſily be ſo cultivated as to 
produce any quantity that could be want- 


Jed. | 


1 omit any computation of the diſtances 


of places along this road, as the whole of 
it from the borders to Pekin has been mea- 
lured by a wheel, or Machine, given to the 

| caravan 
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caravan by the governour of Siberia for thy 
purpoſe· I ſhall afterwards ſubjoin the ex. 
act diſtances taken from this meaſurement 
The 27th and 28th we purſued the ſame | 
road, over hills and through vallies : For, 
tho' few travel this way, the caravars, with 
their heavy carriages, leave ſuch marks 23 
are not ſoon effaced. It is only of late that 
the caravans travelled this road. Former- 
iy they went farther to the north, by 
Ruſſian town called Nertzinſky, and thence 
to a Chineſe city called Naun. That road 
is more convenient than the preſent, as it 
lies through places better inhabited; but 
the preſent is ſhorter, and therefore taken 
by. moſt travellers. Fe DDD 

The 29th, we reached a river callel 
Buroy, where we lodged. At this dry fer 
jon all theſe rivers are fordable; and they 
abound with ſturgeon and other fiſh. Next 
morning, Mr Venant, our chief cook, 
dropped down, as he was coming out of 
his tent, and immediately expired, not- 


withſtanding all poſſible care was taken fot 
„ bi 


% 
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bis recovery. We interred hi 


ly as time and circumſtances would ad- 


mit, and proceeded to a river called Bor- 
gualty, where we en our tents Tap this 


night. e . 
October Iſt, 05 a ws dit s journey, 
we reached a rivulet called Koyra. The 


face of the nn appeared nearly _=— 
fame as formerly. 

The 2d, after another long deb; we 
came to the banks of the river Tola, the 
largeſt we had ſeen ſince we left . 
linga. LO LTOIET 
Next day we N the Tola a at a 8 


deep ford, where the river was in breadth 


about the flight of an arrow at point 


blank. It was noon before our camels got 


over, and too late to proceed. We were 
therefore obliged ta ſet up our tents on the 
eaſt bank of the river, which was over- 
grown with tall oziers. | | 

Here our conductor furniſhed us with 
freſh horſes and camels. From the bor- 
ders to this place our ſtages were regulated 
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| greatly altered to the worſe. We ſaw no 
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by ds and rivers, for the convenienc 
of getting water: And, for the ſame rea- 
ſon, as there are no rivers nor brooks from 
hence to the wall of China, fountains and 
ſprings will be our only ſtages. _ 
On the banks of the Tola we fined 
many Mongalls encamped, with numerous 


| flocks of cattle, being the firſt inhabitants 
we had ſeen ſince our leaving the border, 
The Ruſſians, and the Mongalls who are 


ſubjects of Ruſſia, claim all the country 


weſtward from the Tola, which, they fay, 


is the natural boundary between the two 
empires. This would indeed be a conſi- 


derable addition to the dominions of Ruſ- 


ſia ; But as both theſe mighty monarchs 
are abundantly provided with a vaſt extent 
of territory, neither party think it worth 


while to diſpute about a few hundred miles 


of property, which obtained would perhaps 


not balance the coſt, or contribute but lit 
tle to the advantage of either. 


The appearance of the country was non 


more 


5 


a» 
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more pleaſant kills and woods ; neither 


could I find one fingle plant of rhubarb. 


The ſoil was dry and barren, and the graſs | 
not to be OO to what we had nere 
paſſed over. | 

The 4th, after every man had drunk his 
fill of the pure and wholeſome water of 
Tola, and filled his bottle with it, we de- 
parted with ſome regret, as we could hope 
for no more rivers or brooks till we came 
to the wall of China, We ſoon entered the 
deſert commonly named by the Mongalls 
the Hungry Deſert, How far it deſerves 
that title, will be ſeen as we advance. 

In the evening, we reached ſome pits, 
called Tola-tologoy, of brackiſh water, 
where we pitched our tents, The road 
ſtill pointed to the ſouth-eaſt, with little 
variation, over grounds that roſe a little at 
rſt, but afterwards gradually declined. 
We ſaw many Mongalian tents and cattle 
liſperſed along the deſert. 

The 5th, we ſet out again, and, in the 
evening, came to ſome fountains, called 

| Chelo- 
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Chelo-tologoy, of pretty freſh water. The 

country was quite level, and appeared to 
the eye as plain as the ſea. The ſoil wa 
dry, barren, and gravelly, and neither tree 
nor buſh to be ſeen; a „ not * 
agreeable, 5 . 
The 6th, early in the am we pro- 
ceeded eaſtward, through the ſame ſort of 
flat country. The weather was very fine, 
and the roads excellent. In the evening, 
we arrived at a pool, called Tylack, of 
' brackiſh water, where we remained the 
following night. 'This day we ſaw ſeveral 
large flocks of antelopes, and ſome Mon- 
calls in their tents, zvhich was no diſagrec- 
able object in this continued plain. We 
paſſed few of theſe tents without viſiting 
them, where we always found an hoſpi- 
table reception, and were entertained with 
ſome zaturan, a kind of tea which I for- 
merly deſcribed. And, if we happened to 
ſtay till our baggage was gone out of light, 
the landlord conducted us by the ſhorteſt 


way 
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at to the Mug that terminated the next 
Tbe next W we came to W W 
called Gachun. Our biſcuit being now. 
ſpent, we were reduced to live on mutton 
only, during the reſt of our journey thro”. 
this deſert ; which. we accounted no great 
hardſhip, as it was extremely fine, It is 
not a little ſurpriſing, that, notwithſtand= 
ing the barren appearance of this unſhelter= 
ed plain, the cattle: are in good condition, 
but particularly the ſheep. The ſhort 
graſs, though in many places thinly ſcatter- 
ed, muſt be of a very nouriſhing quality. 
This will naturally proceed from the eli- 
mate, and the ſoil, which every where par- 
takes of a nitrous quality, as plainly ap- 
pears from the ſcurf of ſalt round the edges 
of the lakes and ponds, and the taſte of the 
water, generally brackiſh 1 in the TO and 
pits, 
The 3th, our conductor furniſhed us 
with a freſh ſet of cattle, which detained 
us later than our uſual time of ſetting out. 
OLE, 3 D This 
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This day, me ſoil was very much incline WM join 

to gravel, containing a number of red and equi 

| yellow pebbles, many of which being tran - nen 

ſparent, made a fine appearance while the ſert 

ſun ſhone. We were informed there were eart 

ſometimes ſtones of value found here, WI mor 

which ſo much excited our curioſity, tha WW. long 

each of us, every day, picked up a confi ſeve 

derable quantity. On examination, moſt ried 

of them were thrown away, as altogether I ma 

uſeleſs; the few we thought proper to re- WW [ear 

rain were wrought into very good ſeals. A cauſ 

= man might gather a buſhel of ſuch ſtones e- ¶ it v 

; x very day in this deſert- One of our people, neo! 
4 a Grecian by birth, who underſtood ſome- ff to v 
. thing of the nature of ſtones, found one WM ces 
that he called a yellow ſapphire, and valued repl 
2 it at fifty crowns. Perhaps theſe pebbles W writ 
1 might be of that kind which the lapidaris WM cart! 
1 call cornelian; for they are ſufhciently ever 
4 hard, and take a fine poliſh. (crat 
6 The 9th, we ſet out early, and travelled part 
4 co a pool named Oko-toulgu. This day, I ken. 
ſo fa 


a | ms from the Kutuchtu, going to Pekin, 
Joined 
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joined our company; who, by his habit and 


equipage, ſeemed to be a perſon of emi- 


nence. In marching along the tedious de- 
ſert, the converſation turned on a terrible 


earthquake, which happened during the 


month of July laſt in China, between the 
long wall and Pekin; and had laid in ruins 
ſeveral villages and walled towns, and bu- 
ried many people in their ruins. The la- 


ma inquired what was the opinion of the 
learned men in Europe concerning the 


cauſe of this phaenomenon. We told him, 
it was commonly reckoned to be ſubterra- 
neous fire; and then aſked, in our turn, 
to what cauſe ſuch extraordinary appearan- 
ces were imputed by his countrymen ? He 
replied, that ſome of their learned lamas had 
written, that God, after he had formed the 
earth, placed it on a golden frog; and, when- 


ever this prodigious frog had occaſion to 


ſeratch its head, or ſtretch out its foot, that 


part of the earth immediately above was ma- 


ken. There was no reaſoning on a notion 


ſo fantaſtical ; We therefore left the lama to 
pleaſe 


} 

4 
U 
! 


ot himſelf Oe FRY n and 
turned the diſcourſe to ſome other ſubject. 


The roth, we came to the ſprings called 


Korpartu. The appearance of things this 
day were almoſt the ſame as on the prece. 
ding days. The ſoil appeared ſo barren, that 
none of the common methods of improve- 
ment could make it bear any kind of grain, 
or even alter its preſent condition. The 
diſpoſitions of its inhabitants, the Mon- 
galls, ſeem wonderfully ſuited to their ſitu- 
ation, as they appear more contented with 
their condition than thoſe who n the 
moſt fruitfut countries. 

In the evening of the 1 1th, we arrived 
at Khododu, where we found the water 
clear, and pretty freſh, burſting, in a ſtrong 
ſpring, from the gravelly earth, and run- 
ning in a ſtream to a conſiderable diſtance, 
till it loſes itſelf in the ſand. This was the 
firſt running water we had ſeen ſince we 
Teft the Tola. And we were as happy, 
while ſitting round this fountain, and broil- 


ing our mutton-chops, as others at a table 
1 plen- 
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plentifully furniſhed with Burgundy and 
Champaign. ' Our appetites were indeed 
very keen; to which daily exerciſe, the 
coldneſs of the air, and drinking nothing 
but water, greatly contributed. 

Next morning, being the 12th, there 
was a little froſt upon the ground. Seve- 
ral flocks of gray plovers came to drink 
at the ſpring, of which our people killed 
as many as our preſent circumſtances re- 
quired, Theſe poor harmleſs birds ſeemed 
inſenſible of danger; and, perhaps, they 
had never before heard the report of a gun; 
for, no ſooner was the piece fired, than 
they took a ſhort flight round the foun- 
tain, whiſtling as they flew, and immedi- 
ately alighted to drink again. The plover 
is a pretty bird, and pleaſant to eat; and 
the ſoles of its feet are as hard as ſo much 
horn, which prevent its being hurt by the 
ſtones or gravel. In the evening, we came 
to the wells called Bouk-horlike, without 
any thing material happening, or any dif- 
ference on the face of the country. 

. — 


f 
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The 13th, we continued our journey ts Ml aui 
ths wells of Buduruy, where we were at 


; gain furniſhed: with ech Pee and ca. on 
mels, 6 yea 
The 14th, we came to a ak called Ks eart 
dan-Kachu, where we were obliged to dig Wl ed. 
| a pit, four feet deep, in order to procure for, 
water; which was very bad, having both 4 
a diſagreeable ſmell, and bitter taſte; bu Ml 1. 
was drinkable, when boiled with ſome tea, ane 
We could, however, get none for our haſh 

cattle, as the high wind filled the pits with | 

ſand as faſt as we could dig them. Thi 


ſand is of a whitiſh colour, and ſo light 
and dry, that it is driven by the winds into 
your face and eyes, and becomes very diſ- 
agreeable. Moſt of our people, indeed, 
were provided with a piece of net- work, 
made of horſe- hair, which covered their 
eyes, and is very uſeful 1 in ia either of 
fand or ſnow. 
The 1 5th, we ane over deep ande 
Du in the evening arrived at other ſprings, 


called — The wind conti- 
. nuing 
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ming high, it was with much difficulty we 
ſet up our tents. It is to be obſerved that, 
on theſe deep and light fands, our Euro- 
pean tents are of little uſe, as there is no 
earth in which the tent-pins can be faſten- 
ed. The Tartar tents are much preferable; 
for, their figure being round and taper, like 
x bee-hive, the wind takes but little hold of 
them, and they ſtand equally well on a 
ſandy, or on any other ſurface, They are, 
| beſides, warmer, more eaſily erected, en 
down, and tranſported. 
The 16th, we left the deep ſand, and 
travelled along the ſame fort of dry gra- 
relly ground as formerly. In the even- 
ing, we pitched our tents at the ſprings 
called Sadjin, The variety of objects, in 
this dreary waſte, are ſo tew, that in this, 
as well as in other reſpects, it much re- 
ſembles the ſea. Here one can ſee no far- 
ther than if he was placed on the ſurface of 
the water, out of ſight of land ; the round- 
ing of the globe, in both. caſes, being the 
ame, Sometimes, in the morning, I have 
been 


400. 
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been agreeably ſurpriſed in fancying I fay, | 


at a ſmall diſtance, a fine river, having 
rows of trees growing upon. its: banks ; but 
this was only a deception of the 8 pro- 
ceeding from the vapours magnifying ſome 
ſcattered ſhrubs into great trees, 

The 17th, we came to ſome wells of 
very bad water, called Oudey, where we 


found freſh horſes and camels waiting for 


us. Our conductor reſolved to loſe no 
time, being apprehenſive that we might be 


overtaken in the deſert by the froſt and 


deep ſnow, which uſually happen at this 
ſeaſon, Such an event would have retard- 
ed our march, and incommoded us not a 
little in many reſpects. We therefore tra- 
velled as long ſtages, as the convenience of 
water, and the "Oe of our cattle, would 
permit. 

The 18th, after a 3 day? 8 journey, we 


came to the wells called Ulan-kala. We 
found, almoſt every day, Mongalls in theit 


perſed through this ſolitary plain. 


tents, which ſtood like ſo many hives, di- 


The 
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The 19th, we mounted again, and tra- 
velled to the ſprings named Tzilan-tegge- 
rick, This day we ſaw ſeveral flocks of 
antelopes ; and, indeed, few days paſſed 
in which we ont not TIT ſome of thele ani- 


mals. 
The 20th, we came to a place called 


Ourandabu. The weather ſtill continued 
fair, the ſky clear, and the mornings froſty. 
The water at this place was tolerable ; but 
we were obliged to dig for it. When it 
happened that we had a long ſtage from 
one ſpring to another, for fear of coming 
too late, we uſually ſent a couple of men 
before us, in order to gather fewel, and to 
dig pits, that the water might have time to 
ſettle before our arrival. 

The 21ſt, we proceeded, and in the e- 
vening arrived at a lake of ſalt- water. Af- 
ter digging, however, we found ſome freſh- 
er. Were it not that theſe lakes and pits 
are ſcattered through this deſert, it muſt 
have been altogether uninhabited, either by 
man or beaſt, This conſideration, among 
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many others, has often led me to admire 


the infinite wiſdom of Almighty God, in 
the diſpenſations of his providence, for the 
ſupport of all his creatures. 

In my opinion, theſe ſprings are TY 
ced by the rains and melted ſnow in the 


ſpring ; for the water, ſinking in the ſand, 
is thereby prevented from being | exhaled, 


in ſummer, by the heat of the ſun, which 
muſt be very ſcorching in this deſert, in 
which there is not the leaſt Gags to be 
found. N 4 
The 22d, We quitted the ſalt totes | Ina 
cold froſty morning, and a ſtrong northerly 


wind, which was very diſagreeable; At e- 
vening we reached the wells of Kula. 


Theſe pits take their names from the qua- 


lity of the water, as ſalt, ſour, ſweet, bits 


ter, or from the different tribes of people 
who inhabit the country in the neighbour- 

hood. Ree = 
+0 the midſt of our 8 we bad the 
Gatisfaction to be among a friendly people, 
| | | who 
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who did every thing in their _—_ to leſ⸗ 0 
ſen our wants. 
Next day, we reached the wells of Min- 


gat. The weather, though cold, was not 


unpleaſant. And, the 24th, having got 
freſh horſes and camels, we came, in the | 
evening, to a pond of brackiſh water, called 
Korunteer, upon the extremity of a diſ- 
mal bank of ſand, running acroſs our road. 

The day following, we entered on the 
fand-bank, along a narrow and crooked 
paſſage between two hillocks. Every one 
prayed for calm weather while we travelled 
over the ſand ; which put me in mind of 
being at ſea. We continued our journey 
through deep ſand till about noon, when 
all our horſes and camels being tired, we 
halted in a hollow place, where we dug, 
and found very bad water. We n 
here till next morning. 

Our cattle being a little refreſhed, tho 
they had been very indifferently fed among 
the ſand, where nothing was to be ſeen but 
ſome tufts of withered: graſs, we ſet out a- 

gain. 
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gain. Along this bank there is not the 
leaſt track or path of any kind; for the 
ſmalleſt blaſt of wind immediately effaces 
it, and renders all the ſurface ſmooth. 

| We had gone but a few miles, when 
moſt of our people were obliged to alight, 
and walk on foot, the horſes. being quite 


tired with the deepneſs of the ſand ; which 


made our progreſs extremely . The 


weather, fortunately, was ſtill very calm. 
About noon, we pitched our tents in a hol- 


low place, encompaſſed with high hillocks 
of ſand. I obſerved that, in the open de- 
ſert, we had already paſſed, the profpet 


was much confined 3 but here it was quite 


ſtraitened; for, if you aſcended one of theſe 
mounts, you could ſee nothing but mount 
riſing above mount, like ſo many ſugat- 


| loaves, or rather like ſo many cupolas. 


In the evening it began to blow a little 


at north-eaſt, which drove about the light 
ſand like ſnow ; but, about midnight, the 


wind roſe to ſuch an height, that all our 


tents were overſet at once, and our beds 
filled 


\ 
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fled with ſand. As it was near morning, 
we thought it not worth while to pitch 
them again. We therefore prepared our- 
ſelves to ſet out at the dawn, in hopes of 
| getting over the ſand-bank- before night; 
which, by riding and walking by turns, in 
order to haſten our progreſs, we happily 


h Wl effected ; and, in the evening, reached the 
ne ſprings of Rochatu. 

n. At the place where we pale che ſand, 
J. it was not above twenty Engliſh miles in 


breadth, which took us up three days. We 
could have travelled four times that diſ- 
tance on the plain, with more eaſe both to 
ourſelves and cattle. I am informed this 
bank of ſand runs a great way ſouthward, 
and, in ſome places, 18 above thirty leagues 
broad. They, whoſe buſineſs calls them 
often to croſs the ſands, have thin leather 
coats made on purpoſe, and round pieces 
of glaſs tied before their eyes. 
This ſand-bank appears like the waves 
of the ſea ; for the hillocks, ſome of which 
are about twenty feet of perpendicular 
| | * 
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| ene deſerts. 
to the ſprings called Chabertu. I cannot 
the people here have of killing their-ſheep, 
ribs, through which they put their hand, 


pire; by this method all the blood remains 


fleſh is regularly dreſſed, they generally 


and broil them on the coals; then ſcrape 


1720, 17. 


height, are of ſo light a nature, that the gre 
wind carries them from place to place, le- ſau 
| velling one, and forming another: And 1 
hence it is eaſy to conceive, that a weary tot 


traveller, lying down on the lee-ſide'of one WM bett 


of theſe hillocks, might, in a few hour, thic 


be buried in the ſand ; which is reported WM non 
to have often happened in this: N other 


The 28th, we ase as the plan 
but take notice of the uncommon manner 
They make a lit with a knife between two 


and ſqueeze the heart till the creature ex- 


in the carcaſe. When the ſheep is dead, 
and hungry people cannot wait till the 


cut out the biſcuit and rump, wool and all, 
off the ſinged wool and eat them. This ! 


have found by experience to be no diſz- 
greeable 


I N. 


greeable n even v without n kind of 


ſauce. 

The next Ps we ede another 0 
to the wells of Saminſa, where we found 
better water than uſual. The length and 
thickneſs of the graſs ſhowed that the ſoil 
now began to mend. This day there fell 
ſome ſnow, and the wand was 1 and 
northerly.» 2 A. 

The 3oth, we got freſh hain and pro- 


| exeded to the ſprings of Krema. From 


the appearance of the graſs one would 
conclude, that the ſoil at this place was 
very fine. We ſaw great numbers of hor- 
ſes belonging to the Emperor turned out to 
graze. Notwithſtanding all the haſte we | 
had hitherto made, we were this day over- 
taken by a fall of ſnow, which proved 
very inconvenient, not ſo much on account 
of the cold, but it covered all fewel, ſo that 
we could find none to dreſs our victuals. 
The ziſt, we came to a place called 
Naringkaruſſu, where, to our great ſatis- 
faction, we found a ſmall brook of freſh 
| water, 
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water, and ſome Mongalian buts. I ob- Ml cn: 
ſerved, that, from the ſand-bank eaſtward, us, 

the ſoil becomes gradually better - every I We 
day. This was now the fortieth day ſince thro 


we left the border ; during which time we nite 
had not halted one day, nor ſeen a ſingle WM uſua 
houſe, and the twentieth: and eight fron offt 
the time we quitted the river Tola, and le. 
entered the deſert, in which we had nei- venit 
ther ſeen river, tree, buſh, nor mountain, by re 
Though we were obliged now and then to Bf cum 
fetch a compaſs, on account of the water- Wl ourſc 
ing places, yet in general our courſe devi- end 
ated but little from the ſouth- eaſt point, and i 
The iſt of November, we-halted at this our p 
place, that we might have time to put I gan t. 
things in order before we paſſed the long WM wond 
wall, which was now at no great diſtance. open 
Next day we proceeded, and about noon No 

ve could perceive the famous wall, running WI hour 
along the tops of the mountains, towards WI which 
the north-eaſt» One of our people cried lgned 
out Land, as if we had been all this while BW encam 
at ſea. I. was nan, as nearly as I can Vo 


compute, 
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compute, about forty Engliſh miles from 
us, and appeared white at this diſtance. 
We could not this night reach the paſſage 
through the mountains, and therefore 
pitched our tents in the open plain as 


| uſual, We now began to feel the effects 


of the cold; for the ſnow, continuing to 
lie upon the deſert, proved very incon- 
venient on many accounts, but particularly 
by retarding the progreſs of our heavy and 
cumberſome baggage. But we comforted 
ourſelves with the hopes of ſoon ſeeing an 
end of all our toils, and arriving in a rich 
and inhabited country; for, though all of 
our people were in good health, they be- 
gan to be very weary of the deſert, and no 
wonder, as many of them had lain in the 
open field ever ſince we left Selinginſky. 
November 3d, after travelling about an 
hour we paſſed the veſtiges of a camp, 
which ſeemed to have been regularly de- 
lgned, I was informed that the Emperor 
encamped here, when he led his troops a- 
Vob. I. 44 gainſt 
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gainſt the Mongalls, called by the miſſion- 
aries in China the Weſtern Tartars, 

The nearer we came to the mountains 
we were the more ſurpriſed at the ſight of 
the ſo much celebrated wall of China, com- 
monly called for its length the endleſs wall, 
The appearance of it, running from one 
high rock tq another, with ſquare towers 
at certain intervals, even at this diſtance," Is 
moſt magnificent, CE 

About noon, we quitted the plain, and 
entered an opening between two moun- 
tains, To the left, the mountains are very 
high. On the right, they decline as far as 
they are within view; but, I am told, they 
riſe again to a great height. 

We deſcended by a narrow path about 
eight feet broad, between the mountains, 
till we came to a ſmall Chineſe monaſtery, 
ſituated on the declivity of a ſteep rock, 
Curioſity led us to viſit this ſolitary place: 
But the road being impaſſable to horſes, 
we alighted and walked thither. On our 
arriving near the place, the monks came 

| | out 
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out to meet us, with the uſual 3 ſa- 
utation of the country, which is perform 


ns ed by laying one of their hands on the o- 
of ther, and then ſhaking them, and pro- 


nouncing theſe words Cho-loy-cho, The 
compliment being returned, they conduct- 


ne ed us into the apartments of their little 
ers chapel, and treated us with a diſh of green 
1s tea, which was very agreeable, In the 


chapel was a ſort of altar-piece,, on which 
were placed ſeveral ſmall braſs images; 
and, in one of the corners, LI obſerved. a 
ack filled with wheat, The habit of the 
monks was a long gown with wide ſlee ves. 
On their heads was a {mall cap, and their 
long lank hair hung down over their ſhoul- 
ders. They had very few hairs in their 
beards. This being the firſt Chineſe houſe 
we met with, I have on that account been 
more particular in deſcribing it. Every 

re: thing now appeared to us as if we had ar- 
ſes, WM rived in another world. We felt eſpecial- 
Our y a ſenſible alteration in the weather; ; for, 
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ve lodged in clean rooms, with warm fire 


inftead of the cold bleak wind in the deſer, 


we had here a warm and pleaſant air. 
We again proceeded along the narrow 


path, but of breadth ſufficient for a wheel- 


carriage. The road beiny ſteep, and in 
many places rugged, we walked down the 
hill, and in half an hour came to the foot 


of it, where we found ourſelves ſurround- 


ed on all ſides by high rocky mountains, 
Our route now lay along the ſouth ſide of 
a rivulet, full of great ſtones, which had 
falien from the rocks in rainy weather, In 
the cliffs of the rocks you ſee little ſcatter- 
ed cottages, with ſpots of cultivated ground, 
much reſembling thoſe romantic figures of 
landſcapes which are painted on the China 
ware, and other manufactures of this coun- 
try. Theſe are accounted fanciful by moſt 
Europeans, but are really natural. 

After we had travelled about ſeven or 
eight miles, along the bank of the brook, 


we came in the evening to a Chineſe vi- 


lage, at the foot of a high mountain, where 
8 
of 
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of charcoal. There were no chimneys in 
the rooms; but, inſtead of theſe; the char- 
coal was put into a portable grate of braſs 


or iron, and allowed to burn clear in the 
open air; after which it was brought into 
the apartment. Though the deſert is one 
continued plain, it lies much higher than 


the plains and villages of China; for, when 
we entered the defile, the aſcent was very 
inconſiderable when compared with the 


1 


deſcent on the other ſide. 
Here we began to taſte of the fine fruits 
of China; for ſoon after our arrival in the 


village, our conductor ſent a preſent to the 


ambaſſador of ſome baſkets of fruits, con- 


lifting of water-melons, muſk-melons, 
ſweet and bitter oranges, peaches, apples, 
walnuts, cheſnuts, and ſeveral other ſorts: 


which I never ſaw before, together with a 
jar of Chineſe arrack, proviſions of ſeveral 
ſorts, and ſome Chineſe bread, called bobon, 
made of wheaten flour, and baked over a 
pot with the ſteam of boiling-water, It is 


very light, and not diſagrecable in taſte; at 
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leaſt it ſeemed ſo to us, who had ſeen no 
bread for a month before, 


Next day we halted to refreſh at 


an our long fatigue. I took this oppor- 
tunity to walk up to the top of the moun- 
tain, in order to view the adjacent coun- 


try, but could only fee a continuation of 


the chain of mountains, riſing one above 
another, and to the northward ſome 
glimpſes of che long wall as it runs along 
them. 

The 5th, we — ei down 
the ſouth bank of a river, whoſe channel 
was covered with great ſtones. The road 


is cut out of the rock for a conſiderable 


length at thoſe places where there is no 


natural paſſage between the rocks and the 


river, which muſt have been a work of 
great labour. This river cannot fail to be 
a complete torrent in time of great rains. 
Having travelled about ſix or eight miles, 
we arrived at the famous wall of China. 
We entered at a great gate, which is ſhut 


every night, and always guarded by a 
\ thouſand 
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of diſtinction, one a Chineſe, and 
the other a Mantzur Tartar; for it is an 


tars, that in all places of public truſt there 


muſt be a Chineſe and a Tartar inveſted : 
with equal power. This rule is obſerved 


both in civil and military affairs. The 
Chineſe pretend, that two in an office are 


a ſort of ſpies upon one another's actions, 


and thereby many fraudulent practices are 
either prevented or detected. 
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From the Wall of China to Pekin ; 
our Entry into that City. 


A S ſoon as we had entered the pate, 
theſe two officers, and many ſubal- 
terns, came to compliment the ambaſſador 
on his ſafe arrival; and aſked the favour 
of him to walk into the guard-room and 
drink a diſh of. tea, We accordingly dil- 
mounted, and went into a ſpacious hall on 
the ſouth ſide of the gate. This apartment 
was very clean, having benches all around, 
and is kept on purpoſe for the reception of 


perſons of diſtinction. We were entertain- 
| ed 


ms. TO PERKIN, 115 


ed with variety of fruits and confections, 


and ſeveral ſorts of tea, After ſtaying a- 
bout half an hour, the ambaſſador took 


| leave of the gentlemen, and we proceeded 
on our journey. We' travelled about four 
miles farther, and came to a conſiderable 
town named Kalgan, At ſome diſtance 
from the place we were met by the com- 
mandant, and the Mandarin Tuliſhin, who 
had paid us a viſit at Selinginſky. They 
accompanied the ambaſſador to his lodg- 


ings, which were in houſes apart from the 


teſt of the town ; "and Proviſions v were fent 
us in great plenty. 8 * 
From the wall to this place the country 
o the north begins to apen, and contains 
ſome villages, corn-fields, and gardens. © 
The ſame evening, the ambaſſador and 


the gentlemen of the retinue were invited 
to ſup at the commandant's houſe, and hor- 


les were ſent to carry us thither. We a- 
lighted in the outer-court, where the gom- 


mandant in perſon waited for us, and 


donducted us through a neat inner-court 
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large braſs chaffing - diſn, in ſhape of an urn, 
with a fire of charcoal in it. The floor was 
covered with mats, and the room quite ſet 
round with chairs, and little ſquare japan- 
ned tables. The amhaſſador ſat at a table 
by himſelf, and the reſt of the company at 
ſeparate tables, by two and two. We were 
firſt entertained with tea, and a dram of 
hot arrack; after which ſupper was brought, 
and placed on the tables, without either ta- 


ble- cloth, napkins, knives, or forks, In. 


ſtead of forks were laid down to every per- 
ſon a couple of ivory pins, with which the 
Chineſe. take up their meat, - The diſhes 
were ſmall, and placed upon the table in 
the moſt regular manner, the vacancie 
being filled with ſaucers, containing pickles 
and bitter herbs. The entertainment con- 
ſiſted of pork, mutton, fowls, and two 
roaſted pigs. The carver fits upon the 
floor, and executes his office with great 
dexterity. He. cuts the fleſh into ſuch 
ſmall bits, e as may eaſily be taken up by tbe 
Sele 
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| gueſts, without further trouble. The meat. 
being cut up is given to the footmen,, who 
ſupply the empty diſhes on the tables. The 
whole is ſerved in China-ware, and neither 
- Wh gold nor ſilver is to be ſeen, All the ſer- 
le vants perform their duty with the utmoſt 
Wl regularity, and without the leaſt noiſe, I 
e nuſt confeſs, I was never better "Re 
of vith any entertainment. #1 

it, The victuals being remoyed, che b 5 
. vas placed on the tables in the ſame order, 
and conſiſted of a variety of fruits and con- 
fections. In the mean time a band of mu- 
he ſic was called in, which conſiſted of ten or 7 
twelve performers, on various but chiefly 
a viod-inftruments, ſo different from thoſe 
of that claſs in Europe, that I ſhall not pre- 
gez end to deſcribe them. The muſic was 
\n- WJ rvecompanied with dancing, which was very 
wo entertaining. The dancers were nearly as 
the! numerous as the muſicians, Their per- 
tormances were only a kind of geſticula- 
ton, conſiſting of many ridiculous poſ- 
the ! lures; for they ſeldom moved from the 
oſts, | fame 


lame place. The alia FRET pretty far 
ſpent, we took. Jes and e to our 
. 
The a a great al of via and fl 
cold froſty wind, Ws us to * at % 
Lov 
Next day, the froſt and tow Alt conti- 
nued; notwithſtanding we ſet out, and 
Paſſed over a ſtone- bridge near this place, 
paved, not with ſmall ſtones, but with 
large, ſquare, free ſtones, neatly joined. 
After travelling eaſtward about thirty En- 
gliſh miles, we reached a large and popu- 
Tous city called Siang- fu. We were met 
without the gate by ſome of the principal 
| inhabitants, wy des ed, to our loch 
ings. . 2 | | 
When we arrived, the governour was out 
a- hunting with one of the Emperor's ſons, 
As ſoon as he returned in the evening, he 
waited on the ambaſſador, and compli 
mented him in a very polite manner, ex- 
| 2x himſelf for not waiting on him foon- 


"Bf the fame time, he gave his Excel- 
gk leney 


built, and incloſed with walls. The roads 


* 


lency a formal invitation to 1 z for it 
is appointed by the court that foreign am 


baſſadors ſhould be magaificently enter- 


tained in all the towns through which they 


paſt: But the ambaſſador, being ſomewhat 
indiſpoſed, deſired to be excuſed. 


Our route this day was through a Gne 
Baba country, well cultivated, but 
containing very few trees. We paſſed ſe- 
veral ſmall towns, and many villages, well 


were well made; and in good order, run- 
ning always in ſtraight lines where the 
ground will allow. I had heard a great 
deal of the order and oeconomy of theſe 
people, but found my information far ſhort 
of what I daily ſaw in all their works and 
actions. The ſtreets of every village run 
in ſtraight lines, | 
Upon the road we met mah, many tur- 
rets, called poſt-houſes, erected at certain 
diſtances from one another, with 2 flag- 
2 on which is hoiſted the impetial pen- 
dant. Theſe places are rages by a few 
815 ſldiers, 


ſoldiers, who run a- foot from one poſt to 
another with great ſpeed, carrying letters 
or deſpatches that concern the Emperor. 
The turrets are ſo contrived as to be in 


ſight of one another; and, by ſignals, they 


can convey intelligence of any remarkable 
event. Buy this means the court is inform- 
ed, in the ſpeedieſt manner imaginable, of 
whatever diſturbance may happen in the 
moſt remote provinces of the empire. Theſe 
| Poſts are alſo very uſeful, by keeping the 


country free from highwayman; for ſhould 


a perſon eſcape at one houſe, on a: ſignal 
being made, he would certainly be ſtopped 


at the next. The diſtance of one poſt- 


houſe: from another i is uſually five Chineſe 


ji or miles, each li conſiſting of five hun- 


5 dred bow lengths. I compute five of their 
miles to be about two and an pla En- 
gliſh. „„ + e 

The 8th, we halted at e e 5 


we could not be preſent at the entertain - 


ment to which we were invited, laſt night 


8 by the governour, he had: reſolved that he 
delicacies 
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a ver 
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delicacies: n on that occaſion ſhould 
not be loſt, and therefore ſent” into our 
court twelve tables, *whereon were placed, 
ty a number of people, all the victuals that 


were dreſſed the preceding night with the 


deſert, and ſeveral ſorts of tea. The whole | 
was afterwards brought into the hall, and 


| there placed in form upon the tables. 


When this was done; an officer of 'diſtinc= 
tion came to deſire the ambaſſador to taſte 
of his Imperial Majeſty's bounty. We ac- 
cordingly fat down at the tables in great 
order. Every thing was very good, but 
moſtly cold, having been carried through 
the ſtreets to ſome diſtance. After we had 
removed from the table, the perſon who 
had the direction of the entertainment, 
called our ſervants, and ordered them to ſit 

down at the tables and eat. This produced 
a very diverting ſcene; but, had-it not 
been complied with, the governour would 


have thought himſelf highly affronted. 


In the evening, the Emperor's third ſon 


| vent through this city, on his way towards 


- . : the 


the a Hoi was carried” upon mens 
| houlders in a palankin, a — e eaſy 
for the traveller, and well known in Euro- 


| pean ſettlements in India. The Emperor | 


ſons have no other names than thoſe of 
firſt, ſecond, third, &c. This prince had 
only a ſmall retinue of a few horſemen. 
Our new conductor, Tulifhin, invited 
the ambaſſador and his retinue to paſs the 
evening at His lodgings. His Excellency 
. excuſed himſelf, as he had not been at the 
governour's. All the gentlemen, however, 
accepted the invitation. The entertain 
ment was elegant, and ſomething like that 


1 formerly deſcribed, accompanied with 


dancing and muſic, and quail- fighting. It 


. is ſurpriſing to ſee how theſe little birds fly 


at one another as ſoon as they are ſet upon 


the table, and fight, like pame-cocks, to | 


death. The Chineſe are very fond of this 
diverſion, and bet as high on their quails as 
the Engliſh do on cocks. They are allo 
great lovers of cock-fighting ; bur it 1s 
reckoned OY the vulgar ſports, The 
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quails are generally parted before they hurt 


one another too much, and reſerved in 
cages till another occaſion, 

The 9th, having ſent off the baggage i in 
the morning, the ambaſſador returned the 
governour's viſit, We only ſtaid to drink 
tea; after which we immediately mount- 
ed, and purſued our journey to a ſmall 
town called Juny, where we arrived in the 
evening, Near this place is fa ſteep rock, 


ſtanding on a plain, inacceſſible on all ſides, 


except to the weſt, where a narrow wind- 


ing path is cut in the rock, which leads to 


2 Pagan temple and nunnery built upon 
the top of it, Theſe edifices make a pretry 
appearance from the plain; and, as the 
ſtory goes, were built from the foundation 
in one night by a lady, on the following 


occaſion, This lady was very beautiful, 


virtuous, and rich, and had many powerful 
princes for her ſuitors. She told them, ſhe 


intended to build a temple and a mona= 


ſtery of certain dimenſions, with her own 
hands, in one night, on the top of this 
Vol. 15 | 3 H rock - 


— 


— —— — » —-—2 2 a= = in 


— ] 7. 
_— 


— 
— 


' {i 
| | 
1 
665 
| 


og: 
hi 
if 
it 
78 
1 
1 
k 
14h 
7 
| 
9 
d 
$; 
| 
1 
. 
1 » 


Wy — . 


425 A JOURNEY mw 


rock; and whoever would undertake to 
build a ſtone- bridge over a river in the 
neighbourhood, in the ſame ſpace of time, 

him ſhe promiſed to accept for a huſband, 
All the lovers having heard the difficult 
taſk impoſed on them, returned to their re. 
ſpeQive dominions, except one ſtranger, 
who undertook to perform the hard con- 
dition. The lover and the lady began 


their labour at the ſame time, and the lady 


completed her part before the light appear: 
ed; but as ſoon as the fun was riſen, ſhe 
ſaw from the top of the rock, that her lo- 
ver had not half-finiſhed his bridge, ha- 
ving raiſed only the pillars for the 
arches. Failing, therefore, in his part 
of the performance, he alſo was opliged 
to depart to his own country ; and the 
lady paſſed the remainder of her days in 
her own monaſtery, 

The river is about a quarter of a mile 
from the rock, and the pillars till remain 
about five or ſix feet above the water ; 
they are ſix or eight in number, and good 
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ſubſtantial work. This tle I. role 
ſpecimen of many fabulous ſtories, which I 


heard every day, and the people firmly be- 


 Heve, In the monaſtery there are at pre- 
ſent many monks and nuns, 


The chain of mountains running to the 
north, which bound this plain to the weſt, 


are very. high, rugged, and barren, Their 


breadth from the deſert to the plain habi- 


table country of Ching, I compute not to 


exceed fifteen or twenty miles, and in ma- 


ny places it is much leſs. But their length, 


| am informed, is above one thouſand En- 


pliſh miles. They encompaſs all, or the 
greateſt part of the empire of China, to the 


north and weſt. Theſe impregnable bul- 
warks, together with the almoſt impaſſable 
deſerts, have, in my opinion, ſo long pre- 


ſerved this nation from being over- run by 


the weſtern heroes. One would imagine, 
that a country, ſo fortified by nature, had 
little need of ſuch a ſtrong wall for its de- 
tence ; for, if all the paſſes of the moun- 


tains are as narrow and difficult as that 


where 
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where we entered, a ſmall number of men 
might defend it againſt a mighty army, 
Juny is but a ſmall place ; ir ſuffered 
greatly by the earthquake that happened 
in the month of July the preceding year, 
above one half of it being thereby laid in 
ruins. Indeed, more than one-half of the 
towns and villages through which we tra- 
velled this day had ſuffered much on the 
ſame occaſion, and vaſt numbers of people 
had been buried in the ruins. I muſt con- 
feſs, it was a diſmal ſcene to ſee every 
where ſuch heaps of rubbiſh, 
All the beſt houſes being thrown down 


by the earthquake, we were lodged in the 
prieſts apartments of a temple, which had 


eſcaped the general devaſtation. Our con- 


ductor treated the monks with very little 


ceremony, and defired them to ſeek other 
lodgings for themſelves. Theſe prieſts 
were not at all ſuperſtitious, as appeared 
ſufficiently from the little reverence they 


paid to their idols, and ſtatues of reputed 
faints. They conducted us into the 
temple, 
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temple, and ſeveral apartments adjoining, 
where ſtood many images of ſaints, ſome: 
of which were monſtrous figures of ſtone 
and plaiſter. One of the prieſts gave us 
the hiſtory of ſome of them, which I 
thought too abſurd to be inſerted. We 
then returned into the temple, which was 
a ſmall but neat building. In one end of 
it we ſaw an altar, riſing by ſteps to the 
cieling, on which were placed a number 
of ſmall images, caſt chiefly in braſs, re- 
ſembling men and women, birds and beaſts. 
We were entertained in the temple with 
tea till the prieſts had removed their beds. 


At the entrance is hung a large bell, at- 


tended by a prieſt, who tolls it on ſeeing 
paſſengers, in order to invite them to ſay 
their prayers z which having done, they 
generally leave a ſmall gratuity to the 
temple, . — 

In the night, we were a little alarmed 
with the ſhock of an earthquake, which 
awakened all our people, but did no da- 
mage. 1 5 

Next 
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Next day, our conductor notified to the- 
| ambaſſador, that he could proceed no far- 
ther - till- he received an anſwer to ſome. 
deſpatches he had ſent to court. Theſe 
news were not altogether agreeable, as we 
apprehended another ſhock of an earth- 
quake. Nothing, however, of that kind 
happened during the two days we were 
obliged to remain at this place. = 
The 12th, we continued our journey to 
a little town, where we lodged. This, and 
moſt of the towns and villages through 
which we paſſed to'day, had ſuffered great- 
ly by the earthquake ; particularly one 
conſiderable walled town, where very few 
houſes remained, and the walls were level- 
led with the ground. 
About noon, next day, we came to a 
large, populous, and well built city, with 
broad ſtreets, as ſtraight as a line. Near 
this place runs a fine river, which appears 
navigable, having acroſs it a noble ſtone 
bridge, of ſeveral arches, and paved with 
large ſquare ſtones. In the evening, we 
arrived 
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rnd} at a ſmall town, after dame 1 
e a very n and fruitful coun- 
try. 

On the 14th, we dale at this little 
town: But our baggage, and his Majeſty's 
preſents, advanced a ſtage farther. Theſe, 
by order of the Mandarin, our conductor, 
were carried on men's ſhoulders, covered 
with pieces of yellow ſilk, as every thing is 
which hath any connection with the court. 
Whatever is diſtinguiſhed by this badge is 
looked on as ſacred ; and he who has the 
care of any thing belonging to the Empe- 


ror needs no other protection; ſuch is the 
reverence paid him all over the empire. 
The yellow colour is choſen by the Empe- 
ror, becauſe, among the Chineſe, it is the 
emblem of the ſun, to which he is com- 
pared, 

The following day, our road, lying over 
ſome rocks, was very rugged. In ſome 
places it was cut, for a conſiderable length, 
above twenty feet deep, through the ſolid. 
rock, which appears to have been a work 

| # of 
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lers as the Chineſe. In ſome places bf the 

rocks were cut out images of Chineſe 

| aints ; but the workmanſhip very mean, 
Near this place, we paſſed through ſix 


or eight ſtrong ſemicircular walls within 
one another, which have the endleſs wall 


for their common diameter, and take in a 


1 


great compaſs. In all theſe walls there are 


large well built gates, guarded by a con- 


ſtant watch, both in times of peace and 


war. At one of them, the ambaſſador was 
ſaluted with three great guns, from a tower 


over the gate-way. Theſe walls ſeem to 


be of the ſame materials and architecture | 


with the long wall, having ſquare towers 


at the diſtance of a bow-ſhot from each 
other. While we ſtopped at one of the 
gates to refreſh ourſelves, I took the op- 
portunity to walk into one of theſe towers, 
where I ſaw ſome hundreds of old iron 


cannon! thrown together as uſeleſs. On 
„„ examination 
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I One I Ps t _ _ 1 to 4 compoſed | 
of three or four: pieces of hammered i iron, 


joined, and faſtened together with hoops | 
of the tame metal. The Chineſe have, 
however, now learned to caſt as fine braſs 
cannon as are any where to be found 
From this tower I was led, by a broad 


ſtone ſtair, to the top of the wall, which i is 


above twenty feet in breadth, and % 


with large ſquare ſtones, cloſely joined, 


and cemented with ſtrong mortar.” I walk- 
ed along this flat, till I. came to a rock, 
where 1 found a high "fair" of above a 
thouſand ſteps, the whole breadih of abe 
wall, which led to a tower on the ſummit, 


from whence I could ſee wh ary 
| the other fide, forming a deſeent᷑ to a 


row paſſage between two rocks. 1 obſerve 


alſo, that the wall was neither ſo high nor 


broad where it was carried over another 


rock to the ſouth- weſt, as at the place w * 
| ſtood. But time not allowing me to go 


farther; I returned by the ſame. way to our 


company; and, after ſtaying a few hours, | 
You 131 Wwe. 
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we proceeded this afternoon to the town of 
Zulinguang, where we lodged. 


The next day, after travelling about two | 
hours, we came to the laſt ſemicircular 


wall. Here ended all the hills and moun- 
rains. Our road now lay through a fine 
champaign country, interſperſed with many 
ſmall towns and villages. 
ing, we reached a large neat city, called 
Zang-ping-jew. In the market place ſtood 


a triumphal arch, whereon were hung a 


number of ſtreamers, and ſilken pendants, 


of various colours. The ſtreets were clean, 


ſtraight, and broad; in ſome places cover- 
ed with gravel, ee paved with flat 
| iquare- ones: 5 

As ſoon as we a; our clans the 


goverpour of the place came to ſalute the 
ambaſſador, and invited him to an enter- 
tainment, prepared by order of his Ma- 


Jeſty. i ey 

| The invitation was accepted, and we im- 
mediately went to the governour's palace. 
The entertainment was very magnificent, 
fone: 


In the even- 
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ſomewhat of the ſame kind with that I for- 
merly deſcribed, and accompanied with 
muſic and dancing. This place is ſituated 
in a fruitfül plain, about thirty m | 
miles northward of Pekin. 120 

The 15th, after travelling about a dein 
of miles, we came to a ſmall town called 
Shach. The weather being very fine and 
warm, the governour came to meet the 
ambaſſador, and defired him to refreſh 
himſelf a little, by drinking tea. Here we 
halted about an hour, and then proceeded 
ſix or eight miles farther, to a ſmall vil- 
lage, about four miles from the _— 
where we lodged. EE Re 

Next morning, two mandarins came 
from court, to congratulate the ambaſſador 
on his arrival, and brought ſome horſes, on 
which he and his retinue were to make 
their entry. The furniture of the horſes 
was very ſimple, and far inferior to the 
coltly trappings of the Perſians. 

My lodgings in this village happened to 
be at a cook's heuſe, which gave me an 
8 oppor- 
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opportunity of 3 the ingenuity of 
ttheſe people, even on trilling occaſions, 


My landlord being i in his ſhop, I paid him 


a vilit, where I found fix kettles, placed in 


a row on furnaces, having a ſeparate open- 
ing under each of them, for receiving the 
fewel, which conſiſted of a few ſmall ſticks 


_and ſtraw. On his pulling a thong, b he 
blew a pair of bellows, which made all his 
| kettles boil in a very ſhort time. They are 


indeed very thin, and made of caſt iron, 


being extremely ſmooth, both within and 
without. The ſcarcity of fewel, near ſuch 


a populous city, prompts people to con- 


trive the eaſieſt methods of dreſſing their 
victuals, and keeping themſelves warm du- 


ring the winter, which is ſevere for twe 


3 


— 


months. . 


About ten of the clock. we mounted, | 


and proceeded towards the MF in the fol- 
lowing order : 


5 
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An officer; mak his ſword drawn. : 
Three ſoldiers. 
One. kettle-drummer. 
T wenty- four ſoldiers, three in rank, 
| The ſteward. | 
Twelve footmen. 
Iwo pages. 
Three interpreters. 
The ambaſſador, and a mandarin of di- 
ſtinction. 
Two ſecretaries. 
Six gentlemen, two and two. 
Servants and attendants, 


< M 


The whole retinue was dreſſed in their 
beſt apparel. The ſoldiers in uniform, 
carrying their muſkets like horſemen ſtand- 
ing centry ; drawn ſwords being refuſed by 
our conductor, the officer only had _ 1 
privilege. 1855 i 
We travelled from the: village, 3 a 
fine road, through, a cloud of duſt, and 
multitudes of ſpectators ; and, in two 
hours, entered the city at the great north 
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| gate 3 which opened into a Hacking FREE 
perfectly ſtraight, as far as the eye-Gght 
could reach. We found it all ſprinkled 
with water, which was very refreſhing, 
after the duſt we had paſſed through. 

A guard of five hundred Chineſe horſe - 
men was appointed to clear the way; not- 
withſtanding which, we found it very dif- 
ficult to get through the crowd. One 
would have imagined all the people i in Pe- 
kin were aſſembled to ſee us; though I was 
informed that only a ſmall part of the in- 
habitants of the city were preſent. I ob- 


' ſerved alſo great crowds of women unveil- 
ed; but they kept in the windows, doors, 


and in corners of the ſtreet. The ſoldiers 
did not behave with roughneſs to the peo- 
ple, as in ſome other places of the eaſt, but 
treated them with great mildneſs and hu- 
manity. Indeed the people, of themſelves, 
made as much way as was poſſible for 
them, conſidering their numbers. After a 
march of two hours, from the gate where 
we entered, we at laſt came to our lodgings, 

in 


.. 


in that . Es the, city: called the Tartar' 8 
town, which is near the center of Pekin, 
and not far from the Emperor's palace. 

We lodged in what is called the Rüſſia- 
houſe. It was allotted, by the preſent Em- 
peror, for the accommodation of the cara- 
vans from Moſcovy, and is ſurrounded 


with a high wall of brick, which incloſes 
three courts. The firſt from, the ſtreet is 


appointed for the guard of Chineſe ſoldiers. 


The ſecond is a ſpacious ſquare, on the 


ſides whereof are apartments for ſervants, 
The third is divided from the ſecond by a 
high brick-wall, thro' which you enter by a 
great pate. Oppoſite to this gate is the 


great hall, which riſes a few. ſteps above the 


level of the court, The floor is neatly 
paved with white, and black marble ; and, 
on the ſame floor, to the right and left of 
the- hall, are two ſmall. bed-chambers. This 
hall was occupied by the ambaſſador. In 
the ſame court are two large houſes, divi- 
ded into apartments, in which the retinue 
was lodged. All theſe ſtructures are but of 
| one 
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one ſtorey, with large windows of lettice- 


work, on which is paſted white paper. The 


cielings are very ſlight and airy, conſiſting 
only of ſtrong laths, with reeds laid acroſs 
them, and done over on the inſide with 
paper. The roofs project conſiderably o- 


ver the walls, and are covered with fine 
light glazed tiles, which, as far as I could 


learn, are of a quality to laſt ages. The 
bed-chambers only of the hall are neaty 
finiſhed with lath and plaiſter. 


- The ſame evening, the maſter of the ce- 


remonies came to compliment the ambal- 


ſador. He, in the Emperor's name, inqui- 
red into the chief ſubje& of his commiſ- 


ſion ; and, having received a ſatisfactory 
anſwer, retired. * 


This gentleman, named 11 was by 


birth a Mongall Tartar, and a great favou- 
rite of the Emperor. He was a perſon of 
great politeneſs, and a good friend to the 
Chriſtians, eſpecially the miſſionaries, who 


received freſh marks of his kindneſs every 


day. In his youth he converſed much with 
% 
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the Jeſuits, 350 taught him bebe, 
and ſome other branches of ſcience 3 Which 
contributed not a little to raiſe his charac- 
ter among the Chineſe, and recommend 


him to the 1 notice and favour of the Em- | 


peror. ” 

Thus, we Cad! added at the famous 
and jong wiſhed for city of Pekin, the ca- 
pital of this' mighty empire, after a tedious 


indeed very long, yet may be performed in 


vellers might go from St Peterſburgh to 
Pekin, and return, in the ſpace of fix 
months, which, were it neceſlary, [ think I 


could eaſily demonſtrate. 

7 After the departure of the maſter of the 
1 ceremonies, the aleggada, or prime miniſter, 
1 ſent an officer to ſalute the ambaſſador, and 
© excuſe himſelf for not paying him a viſit 
5 immediately, as it was then late in the 
ry night, but promiſed to ſee him next day. 
ch At the lame time, he ſent great variety of 
he fruits and proviſions, as a mark of reſpect, 
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journey of exactly ſixteen months. It is 


much lefs time. I am of opinion that tra- 
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wy nowithſtanding we were abundantly ſup⸗ 
5 plied with tele. things by thoſe ee 
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At ten of the Alan at night, the er 
= guard in the outer - court locked our 
gate, and ſealed it with the Emperor' s ſeal, 
that no perſon might go out or come in 
| during the night. The ambaſſador, not 

_ approving of this proceeding, as ſoon as 
the gate was opened in the morning, ſent 

his ſecretary, and an interpreter, to the 
prime miniſter, to complain of his being 
confined. The aleggada ſaid he was alto- 
gether 1 ignorant of what had happened, but 
expreſsly forbid any ſuch behaviour for the 
future. In Perſia, indeed, and ſome other 
nations of the eaſt, it is the cuſtom to re- 
ſtrain foreign miniſters from converſing 
with the inhabitants, till they have had an 
audience of the Prince. 
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